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HAVE this moment receiv'd the fa- 

your of yours of the 8th inſtant; and 
4 vill make you a true excuſe, (tho? per- 
haps no very good one) that I defer'd the 
troubling you with a letter, when I ſent 
back your Papers, in hopes of ſeeing you 
at Binfield before this time. If I had met 
with any fault in your performance, I 
ſhould freely now (as I. have done too pre- 
ſumptuouſly in converſation with you) tell 


ML. Sa. 4 5 = 


Secretary of State to King William the Thzrd. | 
A 2 | you 


reaſon why I'ought to ſuſpeft my ſelf, by | 
reaſon of the great affection I have for 
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276 "WE ; 
* * 


4 LETTERS of 


you my opinion ; which I have frequently 
ventur d to give you, rather in compliance 
with your defires than that I could think it 
reaſonable. For I am not yet ſatisfied upon 
what grounds I can pretend tõ judge of 
Poetry, who never have been pradtic'd in 

the Art. There may poſſible be ſome hap- 
py genius's, who may judge of ſome of 
the natural beauties of a Poem, as a man 
may of the proportions of a. building, 
without having read Vtravius, or knowing 


any thing of the rules of architecture: But 
this, tho? it may ſometimes be in the right, 


mult be ſubject to many miſtakes, and is 
certainly but a ſuperficial knowledge ; 
without entring into the art, the methods, 


— 


and the particular excellencies of the whole 
compoſure, in all the parts of it. 
Beſides my want of skill J have another 


* — 


ou, which might give too much biaſs, to 
e kind to every thing that comes from 
you; but after all, I muſt ſay (and I do it 


with an old-faſhion'd ſincerity) that I en- 
tirely approve of =_ Tranſlation of thoſe 
Pieces of Homer, both as to the verſiſica- 


tion and the true ſenſe that ſhines thro” the 
Whole; nay I am confirm'd in my former 


-application to you, and give me leave to 


renew it upon this occaſion, that you 
| a wou'd 


Me. POPE, Oc. 3 

wou'd proceed in tranſlating that incompa- 
rable Poet, to make him tpeak good En- 
 ghliſh, to dreſs his admirable characters in 
your proper, ſignificant, and expreſſive con- 
ceptions, and to make his works as uſeful 

and inſtructive to this degenerate age, as 

he was to our friend Horace, when he 
read him at Prængſle, Qi, quid fit pul- 
chrum, quid turpe, quid mile, quid non, &c. 

I break off with that quid non? with which 
Ieconſeſs I am charmed. 

VU pon the whole matter I intreat you to 

ſend this preſently to be added to the Mif- 
cellanies, and I hope it will come time 
enough for that purpoſe. _ eh 

© I have nothing to fay of my Nephew 
B./'s obſervations, for he ſent them to me 

ſo late, that I had not time to conſider 
them; I dare ſay he endeavour'd very 
faithfully: (tho? he told me very haſtily) to 
execute your commands. 
All I can add is, that if your exceſs of mo- 
deſty ſhou'd hinder y ou from publiſhing this 
Eſjay, I ſhall only be ſorry that I have no 
more credit with you, to perſuade you to 
"17 2 publick, and very particularly, 
orte erm F 
Ahr. 9. 1708. e 
Yi £47, a l i humble Seruant, : 


W. Trumbull. 
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| Send you Dennis remarks on the“ E 
« e : 


ticiſms and fine Railleries: The few obſer-- 
vations in my hand in the margins, are 
what a mornings leiſure permitted me 
to make, purely for your peruſal. For I 
am of opinion that ſuch a Critic as you 

will find him by the latter part of his 
book, is but one way to be properly an- 
ſwer'd, and that way, I wou'd not take 
after what he informs me in his preface, 
that he is at this time perſecuted; by For- 
tune. This I knew not before; if I had, 
5 name had been ſ par'd in the Eſſay, 
or that only reaſon. ey I can't. conceive 
what ground he has for ſo exceſſive a re- 
ſentment; nor imagine how thoſe three 
lines can be call'd a reflection on his Per- 
ſon, which only deſcribe him ſubject a little 
to Anger on ſome occaſions. I have heard 
of combatants ſo very furious, as to fall 
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* On Criticiſm,” wen ge 

T But Appius reddensat each word you ſheake.. i 7, 

; And "Fares tremendous with a threatning M5 or 
Like ſome fierce Tyrant in old Tapeſtry. | 
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down themſelves with that very blow which 


they defign'd- to lay heavy-on'their-anta- 


goniſts. But if Mr. Dennis rage proceeds 


only from a zeal to yy by, young and 
unexperienc'd writers from icribling, he 


ſhou d frighten us with his Verſe not Proſe : 
for I have often known, that when” 7 
the precepts in the world would not r 


claim a ſinner, ſome very ſad example has 


done the buſineſs . Yet to give this man 


his due, he has objected to one or two 


lines with reaſon, and 1 will alter em in 
caſe of another edition; I will make my 


enemy do me a kindneſs where he meant 
an injury, and fo ſerve inſtead of a friend. 
What he obſerves at the bottom of Page | 

A 


20th of his reflections, was objected to 


your felt, and g had been mended but for ; 
the haſte of the preſs : Tis right Hiber-' 
Eno tif call 
a Bull in the expreſſion, tho? the ſenſe be 
manifeſt enough: Mr. Dennis Bulls are 
ſeldom in the expreſſion, they are always 


nian, and I confeſs it what the 


in the ene 


I ſhall certainly never make the leaſt 


- 


reply to him, n 


So 


* This Thought we find afterwards put into Verſe = the 
Dunciad, Book 1. eh | 


\ 


ot only becauſe you adviſe 
me, but becauſe I have ever been of opi- 


nion, that if a book can't anſwer for itſelf 


to 
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to the publick, tis to no ſort of parpoſe 
. for its author to do it. If I am wrong in 
any ſentiment of that Eſſay, I proteſt 
cerely, I don't deſire all of world ſhoulc 
be deceiv'd (which wou'd be of very il 
confhquence) meerly that I my ſelf may be 
thought right, (which is of very little con- 
ſequence) . I'd be the firſt to recant, for 
the benefit of others, and the glory of my 
ſelf; for (as L take it) when a man o-. s 
himſelf to have been in an error, he does 
but tell you in other words, that he is wiſer 
than he was. But I have had an advan- 
tage by the publiſhing that book of D—5's 
which otherwiſe I ſhould never have 
known: It has been the, occafion of ma- 
king me friends, and open abetters, of ſe- 
= entlemen of known ſenſe and wit; 
and of proving to me what I haye till 
now doubted,” that my writings are taken 
ſome notice of by the world in general, 
or I thould never be attack'd thus in par- 
ticular. I have read that twas a cuſtom 
among the Romans, while a General rode 
in triumph, to have common ſoldiers in 
the ſtreets that rail'd at him and reproach'd 
him; to put him in mind, that tho? his 
ſervices were in the main approved and 
rewarded, yet he had faults enough to keep 


him humble. 
Lou 


* 


Mr. PO P E, I. 4 9 
Lou will ſee by this, chat whoever ſets 
up for wit in theſe days .oughtto.have the 
conſtancy of a primitive en arc be 
beser tas fuller) ee in the cauſe 
of it. But ſure this is the firſt time that 
a Wit was attack' d for his Religion, as you'll 
find I am moſt zealouſly |in;this/treatiſe:; 
and you know Sir, what ane I have had 
ſrom the. * oppoſite fide on this account. 
Have I not reaſon to u out 180 "Ow "or 
r * * , 1 
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The he man aper in which Mr, H. N to 
5 pieces ſeveral particular lines, detach d from 
_ + their natural places, may ſhew how, eaſy 
91 is to a e to give, a new ſenſe, or 
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a new nonſence to any thing. And in- 
deed his conſtructions are not more wreſt- 
ell from the genuine meaning, than theirs 
who obſected to the heterodox parts, as they 
F en > 
Our friend the 488+ is not of that fort, 
who with the utmoſt candour and free 
dom, has -modeſtly told me what others 

thought, and ſhewn himſelf one (as he 

very well expreſſes it) rather of a Number 

than a Party. The only difference between 

us in relation to the Monks, is, that he 

thinks moſt ſorts of learning flouriſh'd a- 

mong em, and I am of opinion that only 

fome ſort of learning was barely keptalive 

by em: he believes, that in the moſt. nas 
tural and obvious ſenſe, that line (A ſecond 
deluge Learning over-run) will be under- 
ſtood of Learning in general; and I fancy 
*twill be underſtood only (as tis meant) of 
polite Learning, Criticiſm, Poetry, Sc. which 

is the only learning concern'd in the ſuhject 

of the Eſſay. It is true, that the Monts 
did preſerve what learning there Was about 
Nicholas the Fifth's time; but thoſe who 
ſucceeded fell into the depth of Barba- 
riſm, or at leaſt ſtood at a ſtay while others 

roſe from thence, inſomuch that even Eraſ- 
mus and Reuchlin could hardly laugh them 
out of it. I am highly oblig'd to the 246- 
be's zeal in my commendation, and or. ar) 


©) 


1 0 b. E . 
what: he chinks my 


error. And his e ſome eſteem for 

the book, juſt at a time when his brethren 

* a clamour- againſt 1 it, is an inſtance. 

afk generoſity and N 780 1 
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N your! gs ou gn me of . 
miſtaken zeal of ſome people, Wh 
ſeem to make no leſs their bufineſs to 
rſuade men they are erroneous, than Bo- 
Nor ors do that they are fick ; only that they 
may magnify their own cure, and triumph 
Over an imaginary diſtemper. The ele 
: Un. to in — 8 


> \ , = 
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(Thus wit, like faith, by man is ; apply 2 
To one ſmall Sect, and all are damu'd beſt be.) 


Pl al pci at this ſecond thn beet, 5 
bond a full ſtop: and what follows Mean- 

they . ſeek, Ec.) ſpeaks only of Mit, 
| Eee Th is meant by that Bleſſing, and tha 
* ſun) for how can the ſun of faith be ſaid 
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to ſublime the ſouthern wits, and to ripen the 
genius s the northern climates f, I fear theſe 
| Gene. underſtand grammer as little as 
they do criticiſim; and perhaps out of good 
nature to the Monks, are willing to take 
from em the cenſure of ignorance, and to 
have it to themſelves. The word They 
refers (as I am ſure I meant, and as I 
thought every one muſt have known) to 
thoſe critics there ſpoken of, who are par- 
tial to ſome perticular ſett of writers, to 
the prejudice of all others. And the very 
Emile it ſelf, if twice read, may convince 
them, that the cenſure here of damning 
lies not on our Church at all, unleſs they 
call our Church one ſmall Se&# and the 


* 


.cautious words, Gy each man) manifeſth 

ſhow it' a general reflection on all ſuc 
| (whoever they are) who entertain thoſe + 
narrow rnd limited notions of the mercy 
of the Almighty ; which the Reform'd mi- 
niſters and Presbyterians are as guilty of as 
ann people lying 
7 Yer after all, L promiſe you Sir, if the 
_ alteration of a Bae or two will 5 avy 

n 


man of ſound faith tho? weak under 
ing, I will (tho? it were from no other 
principal than that of common good na- 
ture) comply with it. And if you pleaſe 
but to particularize: the ſpot where their 
objection lies, (for it is in a very narrow | 

N > 1321 902 M e RM. 
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compaſs) that ſtumbling· block, tho? it be 
but a little pebble, ſhall be removed out 
of their way. If the heat of theſe good 
diſputants (who I am afraid being brec up 
of the humor all their _ ſhou d pro- 
ceed ſo far as to perſonal reflections upon 
me, I aſſure you notwithſtanding I will 
do, or ſay nothing, however provok'd (for 
ſome people can no more poryoke than 
oblige) that is unbecoming the character 
of a true Catholick. I will let before me 
the example of that great man, and great 
Saint Eraſmus; who in the midſt of ca- 
lumny proceeded with all the calmneſs of 
innocence, and the unrevenging vs of 
primitive chriſtianity. However I wot'd 
adyiſe them to ſuffer the mention of him 
to paſs unregarded, left I ſhou'd be forc'd 
to do that for his reputation which T 
wou'd never do for my own; I mean, to 
vindicate ſo great a light of our Church 
from the malice of paſt times, and the'ig- 
norance of the preſent, in a language which 
the Trifle about Criticiſm is writen. wiſh 
theſe gentlemen wou'd be contented with 
finding fault with me only, who will fab- 
mit to 'em right or wrong, as far as I on- 
ly am concern'd; I have a 8 | 
to the quiet of mankind than to diſturt re 
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things of ſo little conſequencè as 
— = ſenſe. A ter tamitey , 
8 5 hurt, and à little Charity 
wou'd do a Prieft none: For as St. Auſtin 
finelyſays, Us; C nn 78 ee e, 
Hemilitas, 15¹ * wilt, Hinton e. 
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HE concern which you more thaw | 
y ſeem to be affected with for m 
reputation, by the ſeveral accounts you ha £1 
fo obli gingly iven of what reports and 
3 ets the holy Vandals have thought fit 
to paſs upon me, makes me deſirous of 
telling ſo good a friend my whole thoughts 
of this matter; and of ſetting before FORE 
in a clear light the true ſtate of it. 

Ihave ever believ'd the beſt piece of: 
ſervice one cou'd do to our religion, was q 
| only to expreſs our deteſtation and ſcorn 

all thoſe mean artifices and Pie fraudes,;”* 
which it ſtands fo little in need of, and 
which have laid it under ſo great. a ſcan- 
dal amongſt Its enemies. 3 


N bug 
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„Nothing has been ſo much a ſcarecrow 
to them, as that too peremptory and ſeem 
-uncharitable-afſertion of àn utter In. 
5 5 AN of Salvation to all but ourſel ves; 
invincibhle ignorance excepted, which in- 
deed ſome people define under ſo great Hi+ 
mitations = —— ſuch excluſions, that 
it. ſeems As, if that word were rather in- 
vented as a ſalvo, or expedient, not to be 
thought too bold with the thunder-bolts 
of God (which are -hurl'd-about ſo freely 
on almoſt all mankind by the hands of 
eccleſiaſticks) than as a real exception to 
almoſt-univerſal. damnation. For beſides + 
— ſmall number of the truly faithful in 
| 2 Chugeb! we muſt again ſubdivide; - 
FZanſeni/t is damn'd b Feſuit, the 

7 2 wit ho the W e 25 Scori jr” by the 


wif 527 15 Kah. 
here — be: Ervorsl Sant, but I 50 
G em of ſuch conſequenceas to deſtroy 
utterly the charity als mankind ; the · very 
G bond in which we are ingag'd by © 
God 7 one N Theres f 
Fou, I Was glad of any opportunity to ex- 
preſs my dil ke of ſo Roto A rt 
| = thoſe of the religion I — are com- 
monly; charg'd with; and 1 tbe yd; a ſſigit 
inſinuation, introduc'd ſo 5 — by rs f 
ſual ſimilitude only, cou'd ne er have gi- 


ven offence ; but on the contrary mult ” | 


gg 002055 needs 


own to ; 
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needs have done good; in a nation and 


time, wherein we are the ſmaller party 
and conſequentl RR een 
. moſt in need of vindication.  '.. + 
For the ſame reaſon, I took occafion-to 
mention the. Super /tition of ſome ages after 
the ſubverfion of the Roman Empire, which 
is too . manifeſt a truth to be deny'd, and 
does in no ſort reflect upon the preſent 
profeſſors of our faith who are free from 
it, Our ſilence in theſe points may with 
ſome reaſon make our adverſariesthink we 
allow and perſiſt in thoſe N Y 
yet in reality all good and ſenſible Men 
deſpiſe, tho? they are perſuaded not to 
ak againſt *em ; I can't tell why, ſince 
now, tis no way the intereſt even of the 
worſt of our Prieſthood (as it might have 
been then) to have them ſmother'd. in ſi- 
lence: For as the oppoſite Sefts are now 
revailing, tis too late to hinder our Church 
om being ſlander' d; tis our buſineſs now 
to ſhow it is flander'd unjuſtly, and to 
vindicate our ſelves from being thought 
abettors of what they charge us with. 
This can't ſo well be brought about with 
| ſerious faces; we muſt laugh with them 
at what deſerves it; and then we need not 
doubt of being clear'd, ev'n in their opi- 


nions. 


3 


As 


As to an you cannot but have 
obſerv'd that at firſt the whole objection 
againſt the ſimile of wit and faith lay to 
the word They: When that was beyond 
contradiction removed (the very Grammar 
ſerving to confute em) then the objection 


lies againſt the Simiſe itſelß; or if . fi- + 


mile eilt not be objected to (ſenſe and 


common reaſon being indeed a little ſtub- 


born, and not apt to give way to every 


bod). next the mention of Super/tition 


muſſt become a crime (as if Religion and 


| Gm; 


* Der Chriſt, to ſay a ig againſt 
«the vile — fo Afcerwards, mare 


— hk —— of page 24. Ang or- 
= man wou'd . 1 the author 


2 declar'd againſt t 
quitting the true faith out of contempt 
of * underſtanding of ſome few of its 


oſe ſchiſmatics, 


ſhe were ſiſters, or that) ſcandal up on the 1 


believers: But theſe believers are call'd 


Dull, and becauſe that I ſay Fo  ſchife 
matics think ſome believers dull, t 
\theſe charitable interpreters of my mean- 


ing will have it, that I think all believers 


erefore 


* I was telling lately Mr. theſe : 


| : Who affur'd me I had ſaid no- 
| ching which A * need to diſown, 


and 


9 NE NTS AN 


And I Have eauſe to know that gentle. 
1 "trans fault (if he bas an 72 — of 
Zeal: He put à notion into — 5 Head which 
I confeſs 1 can't but perfectly acquieſce 
in; that when a ſett of people are piqu'd 
at any truth which they think tö their 
own difadyantage, their method of re- 
enge on the rruth-ſpeaker + to attack 
His ee Way, and not openly 
. & to the p lace they are really galld 
a hat the — (in His ek) | 
| kt in earneſt angry at, is, that Eraſmus 
PF hom their tribe opprefs'd and abel 
| [HOU be "indicated 4 after an age of 2 mt 
u one of their own e, Wt 
5 Fre, Go an honeſt truth og” behalf of — 
dead, whom no man ſure will flatter, 
and to whom few will do juſtice. Others, 
| — know were as angry that I mention'd 
Walſh with honour who as he never 
refus'd to any one of merit of = rty 
the praiſe due to him, fo honeſtly hv 
it from all others, tho? of ever To diffe- 
rent intereſts or ſentiments. May 1 de 
ever guilty of this ſort of ery, and la- 
titude a” 17 * iple ! which gives us the 
hardineſs of ſpeaking well of thoſe whom 
envy Spprefſes evn Eee death. As I 
wou'd always fpeak well of my livi 


2 fs" Wes 2 are * __ bot fe 
they 


x 
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they are abſent; ſo, would 1 much more 
of the dead, in that eternal abſence; and 

q 1h 255 * 7547) * * ry %%. SIS 
Ik!nhhus, Sir, you ſee I do in my Gabe 
ue in what I have written; yet in my 
friendſhip I will recant and alter what- 
ever you pleaſe, & caſe of a ſecond edi- 
tion (which I think the book will not fo 
ſoon arrive at, for T ox/on's printer told me 
be drew off a thouſand copies in this firſt 
impreſſion, and I fancy a treatiſe of this 
nature, which not one gentleman in three- 
|, Fore even of a liberal education can un- 
derſtand, can hardly exceed the vent of 
that number.) You ſhall find me a true 
Trojan in —_— and friendſhip, in both 

which I wi perſevere to the end. * 
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Fanllated into French Verſe the 


F I could as well expreſs or (if you | 
vill allow me to ſay it) tranſlate the 
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thoſe of my head, in your excellent ver- 
fon of my Eſſay; I ſhould not only ap- 
pear the beſt writer in the world, but what 
Neuen more deſire to be thought, the 
moſt your ſervant of any man living. Tis 
an advantage very rarely known, to receive 
at once a great hondur and a great im- 
provement. This Sir, you have afforded 
me, having at the ſame time made others 
take my . and taught me to under- 
ſtand my own; if T may call that my 
own which is indeed more properly yours: 
Your verſes are no more a tranſlation of 
mine, than Virgil's are of Homer, but are 
like his, the juſteſt Tmitation and the no- 
„ {ono 35) 1 
In putting me into a French dreſs, you 
have not only adorned my outſide, but 
mended my eh and if I am now a 
good figure, I muſt conſider you have na- 
turaliz d me into a country which is fa- 
mous for making every man a fine gentle- 
man. It is by your means, that (contrar 
to moſt young travellers) Jam come bac 
much better than I went out. 9 8 
Is cannot but wiſh we had a bill of com- 
merce for Tranſlation eſtabliſhed the next 
parliament, we could not fail of being 
gainers by that, nor of making our ſelyxes 
amends for all we have loſt by the war. 
Nay tho' we ſhould infift upon the demo- 


liſhing 
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liſhing of Boileau's works; the French, as 
long as they have writers of your form, 
might have as good an Equivalent. 
; Oo the £ —5 I am really, as proud, 
as our Miniſters can be, of the terms 1 
have gain'd from abroad; and I deſign, 
like them, to publiſh ſpeedily to the world 
the benefits . accruing . from them; for 
cannot reſiſt the temptation of printing 
your admirable tranſlation here * ; to which 
if you will be ſo obliging to give me leave 
to prefix your name, it will be the oP 
adfition you can make to the hounour al- 
ready done. mp. - Iam, 7... on 5:7, 


, \ 


* 
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Tas Sarbs Fra May 23, 171% 
T AM very glad, for the ſake of the 
1 Widow, and for the credit of the de- 


—— 
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Dis was never done, for the two printed French Verſions 
are neither of this hand, The one was the work of Monſicur 
_Roboton, pri vate one; to King George the firſt, printed 
in 49 at Amſterdam and at London 1717. The other: by 
ace and Notes, at 


71 
the Abbe Reſnel, in 8? with a large Pre 


r 
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preſt one of the beſt of Poems. r 
more of it—will it come out in Lint at's 


22 FETT E R 8 "of 5 * 
ceasd: that + Betrerton's remains ate fallen 
into ſuch hands as may render em repu- 
table to the one and beneficial to the other. 
Beſides the publick acquaintance I long had 
with that poor man, I alſo had a {lender 
knowledge of his parts and capacity by 
private converſation, and ever thought it 
pity, he was neceſſitated by the ſtraitneſs 
of his fortune, to act (and eſpecially to his 
lateſt hours) an imaginary and fAicious 
part, who wascapable of exhibiting a real 
one, with credit to himſelf and advantage 
to his Neighbour. I 3 

I hope your health permitted you to ex- 
ecute your deſign of giving us an imitation 
of Pollio, T am fatiely'd *twill be doubly 
Divine and I ſhall long to ſee it. I ever 
thought church- mufick the moſt ede 


of all harmonious compoſitions, and m 


alſo believe ſacred og os well handled, 
1 


the moſt inſpiring of all Poetry. 
But where hangs the Lock now? (tho? 
I know that rather than draw any juſt re- 
fleftion upon your ſelf, of the leaf ſhadow 
of ill nature, you would _ have ſup- 


I hear no 


1 EY * 
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+ A Trarflation of ſome Part of Chaucer's. Canterbury 
Tales, the Prologues, he ain in a Miſcellany with ſome 
. works of Mr. Pope, in 2 Pol. r2ves. by B. Lintot. 


Miſcel- 
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Miſcellany or not? I wrote to Lord Petre 
upon the ſybje& of the Lock, ſome time 
ſince, but haye as yet had no anſwer, nor 
indeed do I know when he'll be in Lox” 
don. I have, fince I ſaw you, correſpon 
ed with Mrs. . I hope ſhe is now with 
her Aunt, and that her journey thither 
was ſomething facilitated by m 1 
to that Lady as preſſingly as pol ible, not 
to let any thing whatſoever obſtruct it. 1 
| {ent her obliging anſwer to the party it 
moſt concern'd; and when I hear Mrs. V. 
is certainly there, I will write again to mY 
Lady, to urge as much as poſſible the ef- 
fecting the only thing that im my opinion 
can make her Niece eaſy. I have run out 


my extent of paper, and am 


' ; N 
- M 


Is x 


5 E . » 
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r 7 6 * bled of 


E 

II is not only the diſpoſition I always 
A have of converſing with you, that 
makes me ſo ſpeedily anſwer your oblig- 
ing letter, but the apprehenſion left your 
charitable intent of writing to my Lady A. 
BY. 197 „ 
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on Mrs. Ness affair ſhould be fruſtrated, by 
the ſhort ſtay ſhe makes there. She went 
thither on the 25th- with that mixture of 
expectation and anxiety, with — -v 1th 
ple uſually go into unknown or halt-dif- 
cover'd countries, utterly ignorant of the 
diſpoſitions of the inhabitants, and the 
treatment they are to meet with. The 
Unfortunate of all people are the moſt un- 
fit to be left alone; yet we ſee the world 
generally takes care e beſo. Where- 
as if we took a conſiderate proſpect of 
humane nature, the buſineſs and {tudy of 
the happy and eaſy ſhou'd be to divert and 
humour, as well as comfort and pity, the 
diſtreſſed. I cannot therefore excuſe ſome 
near Allies of mine for their conduct of 
late towards this Lady, which has given me 
a great deal of anger as well as ſorrow. 
All I ſhall ſay to you of *em at preſent is, 
that they have not been my relations theſe 
two months : The conſent of opinions in 
our minds, is certainly a nearer tye than 
can be contracted by all the blood in our 
bodies; and I am proud of finding I have 
ſomething congenial with you. Will you 
permit me to confeſs to you, that all the 
favours and kind offices you have ſhown 
towards Me, have not ſo ſtrongly cement- 
ed me yours, as the diſcovery. of that.ge- 
nerous and manly compaſſion you _ 
= N e ed 


: 


| Mr. PO PE, Gr. 23 
feſted in the caſe of this unhappy Lady? 
Fam afraid to 22 much 
I eſteem you: Flatterers have taken up the 

ſtile which was once peculiar to friends, 
and an honeſt man has now no way left 
to expreſs himſelf beſides the common one 
. of knaves : ſo that true friends now-a-days 
differ in their addreſs from flatterers, much 
. as right maſtiffs do from ſpaniels, and 
ſhow themſelves by a dumb ſurly fort of 
fidelity, rather than by their complaiſant 
and open kindneſs ——Will you never 
leave commending my Poetry? In fair 
truth Sir, I like it but too well my ſelf 
already——Expoſe me no more, I beg you, | 
to the great danger of Vanity, (the rock orf 
all men, but moſt of young men) and be 
kindly content for the future, when you 
wed pleaſe me throughly, to ſay only 
you like what I write. 


n 3 e 1 * 
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Mr. STEELE fo Mr. Pop. 
. A. 

AM at a ſolitude, an houſe between 

1 Hampſtead and London wherein Sir 
Charles Sedley died. This circumſtance ſet” 
22 | | TE 

N 1 


Ro 
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me à thinking and ruminating upon the 
employments in which Men 4 wit exer- 
eiſe themſelves. It was ſaid of Sir Charles 


3 


Sedley has that prevailing gentle art, 7 
Which can with a reftleſs charm impart, 5 
The looſeſt wiſhes to the chaſteft heart; 2 
Raiſe ſuch a conſtict, kindle ſuch a fire 
Between declining Virtue and Defire. _ 
Till the poor vanquiſh'd Maid diſſolves away 
In dreams all night, in /ighs and tears all day. 


This was an happy talent to a man of the 
Town, but I dare ſay, without preſuming 
to make uncharitable conjeftures on the 
author's preſent condition, he would ra- 
ther ore had it ſaid of him that he had 
pray'd, „ + Hos AN 

Tg — Oh thou my voice inſpire, 


Who jouct?d Iſaab's ballow'd lips with fire! 


I have turn'd to every verſe and chap- 
ter, and think you have preſerv'd the lub. 
lime heavenly ſpirit throughout the whole, 
eſpecially at Hark a glad voice and 
— The lamb with wolves ſhall graze —— 
There is but one line which I think be- 
low the original, 3 


1 


He 
4 


148 4 


Y% have oblig'dme with a very kind. 


oy 
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He wipes the tears for ever from our eyes. 


7543 Yrs To niff I ot e ne 
You haye expreſs'd it with a peut and 
pious, but not with ſo exalted and'poetical 

a ſpirit as the prophet. © The Lord God will 

wipe away tears n off all faces. If you 
agree with me in this, alter it by way of 
paraphraſe or otherwiſe, that when it 


comes into a volume it may be amended. 


an the Pollio. 
141 f Ja . * N 
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Your Poem is already better 


9 


\ 


Mr. Pops to Mr. STEELE» 


June 18, 1712. 


letter, by which I find you ſhift the 
KCeNE of your le from the town to the 
country, and enjoy that mix' d ſtate which 
wiſe men both 41760 in, and are quali- 
fy'd for. Methinks the Moraliſts and Phi- 


loſophers have generally run too much into 


* 
= 


extreams in commending intirely either 
ſolitude, or publick life. In the former, 


. 


men for the moſt part grow uſeleſs by too 
much reſt, and in the latter are deſtroy'd 
by too much precipitation; as waters lying 
fill, putrify and are good for nothing, a 
* — 4 


* 


28 I. E TT ERS 


running violently, on do but the more 
miſchief in their paſſage to others, and 
are ſwallow'd up and loſt the ſooner 
themſelves... Thoſe indeed who can be 
uſeful to all ſtates, ſhould be like gentle 
ſtreams, that not only glide thro? 59155 
valleys and foreſts amide the flocks and 
the 3 but viſit populous towns in 
their courſe, and are at once of ornament 
and ſervice to them. But there are an- 
other ſort of people who ſeem deſign'd for 
ſolitude, ſuch I mean as have more to hide 
than to ſhow: As for my own part, I am 
one of thoſe of whom Seneca ſays, Tam 
umbratiles ſunt, ut putent in turbido eſſe quic- 
quid in luce effi, Some men, like ſome pic- 
tures, are fitter for a corner than a full 
light; and I believe ſuch as have a natural 
bent to ſolitude (to carry on the former 
ſimilitude) are like waters which may be 
forc'd into fountains and exalted into a 
reat height, and make a noble figure 
and a louder noiſe; but after all they would 
run more ſmoothly, quietly and plentiful- 
ly, in their own natural courſe upon the 
ground. The conſideration of this would 


We foregoing Similitudes our Author bad put into Verſe ſome 
ars before and inſerted into Mr. Wycherley's Poem on Mixt 
Life. We find bim . in the Verſification of tbem, as 
"they are fence printed in Wycherley's poſthumous Works, 89 
/ v1... Goran $5 
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make me very well contented with the 
poſſeſſion only of that Qujet which'Cowl/ey , 

calls the Companion of oe entice But who- 
ever has the Muſes too for his companions, 
can neyer be idleenoughtobe 1 Thus 
Sir you ſee I would flatter my felf into a 
good opinion of my own way of living. 
. juſt now told me, that tis in hu- 
man life as in a game at tables, where a 
man may n eee . caſt, but if 
his chance be otherwiſe, he is e'en to play 
it as well as he can and to make the be 

of it. I am i eee 


Hour, &c. Wan 7 ITO 
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MM,. PopE fo Mr. STEELE. 
i 15 3150 170 FOlT8* STR 
OU formerly obſery'd to me, that 
nothing made a more ridiculous figure 
in a man's life, than the diſparity we often 
find in him fick and well: Thus one of 
an unfortunate conſtitution is perpetually 
exhibiting a miſerable example of the weak- 
neſs of his mind, and of his body, in their 
turns. I have had frequent opportunities 
of late to conſider my ſelf in theſe diffe- 
rent views, and I hope have receiv'd ſome 
LEY __advan- 
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The ſoul's dark cottage, batter'd and decay'd, 
Lers in new tight thro' chino s that time has 


. 7144 5 
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Then ſurely ſickneſs, contributing no leſs 
than old age to. the ſhaking. down this 
ſcaffol bg of the body, may diſcoyer the 
inward ftrufture more plainly. - Sickneſs 
is à ſort of early old age; it teaches us a 
diffidence in our earthly ſtate, and inſpires 
us with the thoughts of a future, better 
than a thouſand Volumes of philoſiphers 
and divines. It gives ſo warning a con- 
 <uſlion to thoſe props of our yanity, our 
ſtrength and youth, that we think of for- 
tifying our ſelves within, when there is ſo 
little dependance upon our out-works. 
Youth at the very beſt is but a betrayer 
of human life in a gentler and fader 
manner than age: Tis like a ſtream that 
nouriſhes a Plant n a bank; and caules 
at the ſame time is undermining it at the 
root in ſecret. My youth has dealt more 
fairly and openly with me, it has afforded 
ſeveral P pects of my danger, and given 
me an advantage not very common to 
young men, that the attractions of the 
[339%z#£ wor 
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wotld have not dazzle me very much; 
and I begin where moſt people end, with 
a full conviction of the emptineſs of all 
ſorts of ambition, and the unſatisfactof̃y 
nature of all human pleaſures. When a 
ſmart fit of ſickneſs tells me this ſur 
tenement of my body will fall in a little 
time, I am een as unconcern'd as was that 
Hoheſt Hiberniam, who being in bed in the 
| ſtorm ſome years ago, and told the 
Houſe would tumble over his head, made 
anſwer, What care I for the houſe?p 1 
am only a lodger. I fancy tis the beſt 
time to die when one is in the beſt hu- 
mour, and ſo exceſſively weak as I now 
am I may ſay with conſcience, that I am 
not at all uneaſy at the thought that ma- 
ny men whome I never had any efteem 
for, are likely to enjoy this world after me. 
When I reflect what an inconſiderable little 
attom every fingle man is, with reſpect to 
the whole creation, methinks tis a ſhame 
to be conceri'd at the removal of fach'a 
ttivial animal as I am, The morning af- 
ter my Exit, the ſfuf will rife as briglit as 
ever, the flowers ſmell as ſweet, the plants 
Fpting as green, the world will proceed Ih 
its old courſe, prop will laugh as hear- 
tily, and marry as faſt as they were us'd to 
do. The memory of mad, (as it is ele- 
94 expreſyd in the wiſdom of Solomon) 


paſſeth 
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paſſeth a asthe Remembrance ofagueſt 
* ar tarriet bur one day. There are rea- 
ſons enough, in the fourth chapter of the 
"fame book, to make any young man con- 
tented with the proſpect of death. For ho- 
nourable age is not that which  fangeth in 
length of time, or is meaſur'd by number of 
years. But wiſdom is the ray, hair. 1 men, 
and an unſpotted life Life is 0 ge. He was 
taken away ſpeedily, lat withedneſs ſhould 
alter his uu end , or deceit OF bis 
jou, &c. A . 17h | 
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Mr Pore 4 to Mr. Sruans:” | 


: Was the other day in company wit 
- five or ſix men of ſome learning; wher 
ancing to mention the famous ver es which 
the Emperor Adrian ſpoke on his death: 
bed, they were all agreed that *twas* 
piece of Gaiety unworthy of that Princ, 
in thoſe circumſtances. I could not but 
differ from this opinion: Methinks it was 
* no means but a very ſerioin th ? 
liloquy to his 1 54 at the point of A Ue- 
kk in which ſenſe I naturally ol 
| S 
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e vetſes at my firſt reading them when 1 
Jung, and before I knew whit 


Fanal, Mida, nuduls, . 
Nec (ut Ba dabis joca! © mp... 
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las, on foul! thou pleaſing c _ anion 


. *© of this body, tho that art 
. ig Tt oy, hoy Lee 
cc ing? to hat 3 Scene? all wit i 
Ks „bling. fearful, and penſive. Now what is 

become of by former wit and humour ? 
«« thgu ſhalt jeſt and be gay no more.” 

I confeſs I cannot apprehend where lies 
the trifling in all this? Tis the moſt natu- 
ral and. * ory reflection imaginable to a 
dying man: and if we conſider the Em- 
eros was a heathen, that doubt concern - 
Dh future fate of his ſoul will ſeem 
ar from, being. the effect of want of 

thoug ht, that 80925 fcarce reaſonable he 
thould think otherwiſe ; not to mention 
here is; a plain confeſſion included of 
is belief” in its iniivortalicy. The dimi+ 
are epithets of N e 
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reſt, appear not to me as T 
t rather oſ endęearment and con- 
cern; ſuch as we find i in. Catullus, and the 


R of Heudeca- Hyllabi after him, Where 
an are us'd to expreſs the utmoſt love 


Ack den for their ws pre 
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Af r Sport / wandring 8 
That long haſt warm'd my tender e 
* thou uo more this Frame inſpire? © * 


* No more a Pleafng, chearful Gue ft iy 


With, ab whit her art thou fling. bt 5 4 
2 20 0 what dark, undi iſcoverd Shore It h 
Thos ſeem!ft 'all trembling, Shiv rings. que 
2 Wit and Humour are n more / 1 
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„ Mr STERBLE #0 Mr. ros. 

; 2 Na. Oo chi od 1 17 2 u 1 1 
11. oj A 511 D Wb. 12, en 2 
HAVE derer dur iy. = of Fam 4 
twice, and carmot find an amiſs 
of weight enough ta call a fault, but ſee 
in it a thouſand thouſand beauties. Mr. Ad. 
diſon ſhall ſee it to morrow : After his 

ruſal of it, I will let you know his 
oughts. I deſire you would let me know 
whether you are at leiſure or not? Þ have 
a deſign which I ſhall open a month or 
two hence, with the aſſiſtance of the few 
| like your ſelf. If your thoughts are unen- 
paged,” If F {ball 222 my ſelf TEINS I 
m 


* 1 . 
3 A 5 
Wer, K 0 


2 * Near, &c. 
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o e me by the indulgence you. 
have ſhewn to the Poem ſent you, biet 
— me much more by the kind ſeve- 
e from you. No errors are ſo 
a ut 1295 * to be a 
bur 


— - 


be call'd a fault, ean you 


EE 
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ſince you ſay You ſev werhligr ain it wy 
it ſo, 


that 1 haye nd 8 the attendance of 
Guardian ſpirits to Heaven's fa voutites on- 
ly? I could point you to ſeveral; but tis 
my buſineſs to be informed of thoſe faults 
I-do not know, and as for thoſe I do, ng 
to talk of em but to correct rat 'Ye 


ſpeak of that Poem in a. ſtyle E neither 
merit, nor expect; but. Laſſure xo. if you = 
freely: mark ot daſh out, .l 1 upon 


your blots to be its greateſt beauties, 1 
mean, if Mr. Addiſen and Your ſelf ſhow'd 
like it in the whole ; otherwiſe the trou- 


ble of correction is what I would not take, 


for 1 was really ſo diffident of it as toilet 
it lie by me theſe r 
no ſee it. I am afraid of 

much as to impoſe any thing on the world 
Which! is unworthy of its acceptance. 

As to the laſt period of your — I 
hall be very ready and glad to contribute 
to any deſign that tends to the advantage 
of mankind, which I am fure all _ 
do. I wiſh J had but as much capacity as 
leiſure, for I am mere fl 0087" (a 5 I 
edge ch mr! 30 


— — . 


e 2 74 be faund i reer 
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nce it appears __ Fern Was Fei before 
50e T 3 "BY 2 
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U yon will entertain the beſt opinion of 
don W 25 to think me 0 | 
Aﬀure. Mr. Addiſon. of my moſt faithful 
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_ A; * 2 you pub blith'd that notion 
about Arias erſes as mine; Had 1 
Ir agit'd you wou'd ule my name, I ſhoyU 
have expreſs'd my ſentiments with mote 
modeſty and diffidence. I only ſent it to 

have your opmion, and not to popu any my 
! own, which ] diſtruſted. But think the 
"=" poſition; you draw from the notion of 
an's being addicted to Magick, is a 
little undhatitable, (that he might fear 
| 175 ſort of Deity, good or bad”) fince in the 
| the Pale he plainly 1 7 Ag rehen- 

n of a future ſtate, by * 

— hither his foul was 2 br x "hr" to what 
you mention of his ufing gay and Iudicrous 
= 1 T have own > fm 
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that diminutives are as often in the Latin 
rongue 0. as LOST of tenderneſs and con: 
cern. nee Wien 


WW e, is no Ae than, my ſoul, * 
5 has the force of m n ſoul, 


Virgo Bella is not half fo endearing as 
5 uncula bellula, and had Auguſtus only 
eall'd d Horace: Lepidum Hominem, it had 
amounted to no more than that he 
thought him a pleaſant fellow : "Twas the 
Homunciolum that ex Fore! the love and ten- 
mperor had for him. 
And perhaps I ſhould my ſelf be much 
better pleas'd, if I were old you call'd 
me your little friend, than if you.comphi 
-mented me with the. title of a great G 
nius, or an Eminent hand (as Jacob does 
"nn his en I. am. „ by padlt 
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7 ou 3 at length comply d with 
dhe requeſt I have often made you, 
u have ſhown me, I. muſt , confeſs, 
1 9 of my faults in the ſight of thoſe 
. Aon a review of them, I find 


» 1 many 


Mr. PO PE Gf. 3 


many things that would give me ſhame? 


if I were not more deſirous to be thought 


honeſt than prudent : ſo many things freely 


thrown out, ſuch lengths of unreſerv'd) 
friendſhip. thoughts juſt warm from the 
brain, without any poliſhing or dreſs the 


very dijhabille of the underſtanding . You: 
have. proy'd your ſelf more tender of an- 


_ other's embroyo's than the fondeſt mothexs 
are of cheir on, for vou have pręſeryiu 
every ching tbat L miſcarry'd of. Since I 
know tis, 1 chall in one reſpect be more 
afraid of Writing to you than ever, at this 


careleſs rate, becauſe I ſee my eyil works 
may again riſe in judgment againſt me: 


Vet in another reſpe& I ſhall be leſs afraid, 
ſinee this has given me ſuch a proof of; 
the extreme indulgence you afford to 


| ſlighteſt thoughts. The reviſal of theſe let: 


ters has been a kind of examination of 
conſcience; to me; ſo fairly and faithfully 
have I ſet down in 'em from time to time 
the true and undiſtinguiſh'd ſtate of my 
mind. But I find that theſe, which were 
intended as sketches of my friendſhip, give 
as imperfe& images of it, as the little 
landſcapes we commonly - ſee in black 
and white, do of a beautiful country; 
they can repreſent but a very ſmall part 
of it, and that depriv'd of the life and luſtre 
of nature. I perceive that the more I en: 
7 55 ff deavour'd 
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no man ever. borwwe'd from. ſo have 
Huſt reaſon to complain: Their —44 4 | 
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knowledge, the alt traces of it ee to 

refreſſi eldRemenibrante, and are not diſ- 

leaſing on that ſcore : So I hope the fore- 

ledge you had of my eſteem for you, 

— the reaſon that you do not diſlike "my 
ers. 


The will vos e any great ſervice 


(I find} in the defign I mentioned to 7 
L believe I had better ſteal from a Aer 
man, and plunder: your letters, (hieb 
ve kept as carefülly as I would Letters 
arents, ſince they intitle me to what T 
more value than titles of honour.) — 
10 ſome caule to apprehend this 


me, if what ſome ſay. be true, chap. 


am a great Borrower ; however I h 
Bee ad the luck that none of my 
creditors have challeng'd me for it: and 
thoſe who ſay it are ſuch, whoſe writing 


ated on all hands to be 1 too much 
eir own. Another has been — 4 
WW. declare, that-my Verſes are corret 
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ſesʒ therefore I will tell you as faſt as f ban, 
that 1 have: receiv*d your favour of th 
5 26th | 23 With your kind prefent "af 
De Rape 'of the Lock. You bave given 
me the trueſt ſatisfaction imaginable! not 
only in making good the juſt opinion I have 
ever had of your reach of t ought, and 

my Idea of your comprehenſive genius; but 
likewiſe in thi 5 re I take as an 6 
Man to ſee the French, even Boileam Him- 

ſelf in his Lutrin, outdone in your Poem: 
; an plectro, to 2 
do ES, | 
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tguches, that your own obſervation; and 
Wit furniſh, on ſuch a ſubject às requires 
the fmneſt ſtrokes, and the liveleſs ima- 

gination. But 1 muſt ſay no more. (tho? 
I could à great deal) on what pleaſes me 
ſo much: and henceforth Ichope you will 
never condemn me of partiality, ſince I 
only ſwim with the ſtream, and approve 
what- all men of good taſte: (notwith- 
ſtanding the jarring of Parties) muſt and 
duo univerſally — Hin I now come to 
What is of vaſt moment, I mean the 
Þrelervation of your health, and beg of you 
earneſtly to get out of all Tavern-compa- 
ny, and fly away tanguam ex incendio. What 
& miſery it is for you to be deſtroy'd by the 
fooliſh kindneſs (tis: all one whether real 
or pretended). of thoſe who are able to bear 
the Poiſon of bad, Wine, and to engage you 
in ſo unequal a combat? As to Homer, 
by all I can learn your buſineſs is done; 
therefore come away and take a little time 
to breathe in the country. I beg now for 
my own ſake, but much more for yours; 
methinks Mr. — has ſaid to you more 
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is as ill. pleas'd to hear truth as a u 
Lady. 1 ay > 
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1 to be a ple ure to me, e 
. your laſt letter made me uneaſy i. Ky 


uſe a ſtyle of compliment, which 
mk as little as I deſere ve it. I know tis 


the moment one ſets up 
an — one muſt be treated as n 


” pots that is as ee Nl 


« ; 


A. a King! 5 ; Favourite, or 95.4 a. | 


This proceeding, join'd. to | that DT ne 
nity which firſt makes a man an pan. 
is certainly enough to render him a con 
comb for life. as, ay rant it is by Ad 
a juſt judgment upon Poets, th at they who 

Chief pretence is Wi, ſhou'd be treated juſt 


E they themſelves treat Fools, that is, be 
cajoll'd. wen praiſes, And I believe, * 


are the o r fellows in the wor 
WROM * ehe 


wh Etter. . 
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I vould not be thou ught to ſay this as if 
cheebniging letter 7 ent me "defervd — 
Iputation, only it put me in mind 
id fancy one may apply to one's Fond 
hen Cats fiid*of his Wife; Ir was not 
ej f that he iner zer co be cha e himſelſ, 
7 food not de ſo much"as fu ſpeed en 
er Nane 8 
25 ey 9. oberer Ao berter, | tn 
"the good news are pleasd to 
me of mj ſelf; 1 it as you wh6 
Are | = = ret oo — news, 
Sha reports of t at a diſtance 
hich Fwho look into Gore. nh of the 
affair at home, in my own breaſt, know to 
IE — — at or — _ — 
as Milton calls it, The I 
noble e ſo ſtrong a tem 4 
tation as to warrant our loſs of time here: 
It can never make us lie down contentedly 
on a death-bed (as ſome of the ancients 
Ae faid to have done with that thought). 
You Sit have your ſelf taught me, 2 
eafy ſituation at that hour, can proceed 
no ambition leſs noble than that of 
an eternal felicity, which isunattainable by 
the ſtrongeſt endeavours of the Wit, bur 
455 be and by the fincere intentions of 
HE only.” As in che next world 
fo in this, the only folid ble ſſings arcowm 


455 the goodneſs of the mind, Hot the ex- 


tent i 
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y wa t WA ae en ves me 
7 — inſtructio Men ph e 
affairs, I àm content at preſent to be a 
Bare Tooker-on, and from a practitioner turn 
an admirer, which is (as the world gots) 
not very uſual. Cato was not fo mach ths 
Wonder of Rome in his days, as he is” be 
ais in ours; and tho' all the fooliſh 
— poſſible has been (uſed to make 
thought a Party-play, yet ve 1220 — 
tar once ſaid of another ma 
properly in the world be 3p yes kim 
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 Whig-party on the one-fide of the theatre, 


were ecchod back by the Tories on the 
other ; while the uthor ſweated be- 
hind the ſcenes with concern, to find” 
their applauſe proceedin more from the 

n the dis was the caſe: 
Was 


too oe the Prologue-writer, w 


clapp'd into a, ſtanch Whig, at Ae 


ehry too lines. I believe you 
heard, that after all the a plauſes of a. i 
oppoſite Faction, my Lord | Bolingbroke ſeat 


"A Booth who play'd: Caro, into 14 


He 


17 in che mean time th ey 2 55 
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ſhould be at that of the Sun, ſo much 
as I wiſh for him this melancholy” wet 


2 


ſeaſon; but *tis his fate too, like yours, to a 


be.diſpleaſin to Owls and obſcene animals, 

who: cannot. bear his luſtre. What put me” 2 
in mind of theſe -night-hirds was ohn 

Ban whom 1 think ou are beſt rel 


veng d upo upon, as the Sun was in the fable 
a 


upon 


FAM more jo9'd t pott return than! 


| men chat 2 — Have Had 
cheir part of, Envy and * Tobe 
nar: and to be obſeure,; is the fue 
D RR wir ! 


to. 82 — you my pt 
reply to ſuch CAE 
little raillery ; not in de 
in contempt of him. But Inde 
opinion that tis intirely to be n caletied, 
would have been my own had 1 it been 
my own caſe: but I felt more warmthhere 
than I did when firſt I ſaw his book a- 
gainſt myſelf, (tho? indeed in two minutes 
it made me heartily merry). He has written 
e every thing the —.— has a _ 
many years: I REES ut on 
5 es. Dennis's diſliking ou ſenſt 
that it may make us think ſo very wall A 
it, as t — 
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Was 8 4100 to receive a letter. 
from you, but more ſo upon reading 
the bontents of it. The! Work you men- 

tion will I dare ſay very ſufficiently recom- 
mend itſelf hen your name appears with 
the-Propofals: And if you think I can any 
Wees 1 to 3 IN of 3 
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50 1 LETTERS: of 
you. cannot lay a greater obligation upon 
me than by employing me in ſuch an of- 
fice, As I have an ambitibn of having it 
known that you are my Friend, I ſhall be 
very proud of ſhowing it by this, or any 
other inſtance. I queſtion not but your 
Ttanflation will enrich our Tongue and do 
Honour to our Country: for I conclude of 
it already from thoſe performances with 
which you have oblig'd the publick, I 
would only have you conſider how it may 
moſt turn to your advantage. Excuſe 
impertinence in this particular, which pro- 
ceeds from my zeal for your eaſe and hap- 
pineſs. The work wou d coſt you à great 
deal of time, and unleſs you undertake it 
will 1 am afraid never be executed by any 
other, at leaſt I know none of this age e 
is equal to it beſides your ſelf. 

l am at preſent wholly immerſed i in coun- 
5 try bulinel, and begin to take delight in it. 
* Wich I might hope to ſee you here ſome- 
time and will not deſpair of it, when you 
engage in a work that will Faure folizude 
and retirement, Jam ; EH 
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| 1 bert d your la and am glad 
1 0 find char you have laid ſo good a 
cheme for your great undertaking. I que- 
ſtion not but the Proſe will require as much 
care as the Poetry, but the variety will give 
your ſelf ſome relief, and more pleaſure to 
your. rcadets. © 

Lou gave me leave once to take the 
liberty of a friend, in adviſing you not to 
content your ſelf with one half of the 
Nation for your Admirers when you 
might command them all: If I might rake 
the freedom to repeat it, I would on this 
occaſion. I think you are very happy that 
you are out of the Fray, and 1 3 
your undertakings will turn to che better 
account . 

Fou ſee how I rote 4 on your friend- 
thip i in taking all this freedom with you, but 
I already fancy that we have lived many 
years together, in an unreſerved converſa- 

tion, and that we may do u more, is 
the ſincere with „ 


Your, &c. 


663 7, Mr, 
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ON ulld 
1. 0 70 Mr. Approx... 
OUR laſt i is the more obliging, as it 

hints at ſome little niceties in my 
dane vhich your candor and affection 
1 you to recommend to me, and 
hich (8 trivial as things of chis nature 
ſeem) are yet of no flight conſequence; to 
people whom every body talks of, and 
"every body as he 8 Tis a ſort of 
Tax that attends an eſtate in Parnaſ- 
"fas, which is often 'rated- much higher 
than in proportion to the ſmall} poſſeſ- 
ſion an author holds. For indeed an au- 
thor who is once come upon the town, 
i enjoyd without being thank d for the 
ure, and ſometimes y Sr by thoſe 
: Ft perſons that firſt debauchd him. Vet 
to tell you rhe bottom of my heart, I 
am no way diſpleasd that I have offend- 
ed the violent of ell Parties already; and 
at the fame time I aſſure you conſcien- 
tiouſly, I feel not the leaſt malevolence 
or reſentment againſt any of thoſe Who 
mifrepreſent me, or are diſſatisfied with 
me. This frame of mind is ſo eaſy, that 
I am perfectly content with my condi- 
50 tion, = 


As 


Mr. „„ and Mr. PoPs. 63 


As I hope and would flatter my ſelf, 
chat you know me and my thoughts ſo. 
entirely as never to be miſtaken in either, 
ſo tis a pleaſure to me that you gueſsd ſo 
right in regard to the Author of that 
Guardian you mention d. But I am ſorry 
to find it has taken air that I have ſome 
hand in thoſe Papers, becauſe I write ſo 
very few as neither to deſerve che credit of 
ſuch a report with ſome people, nor the 
diſtepute of it wich others, An honeſt 
Lale of ſpoke to me the ſenſe or non- 

nſe of the weak part of his Party ve- 
7 fairly, that the good people took it 

1 of me, that I writ with Steele, tho' 
115 never ſo indifferent ſubjects - 
This I know you will laugh at as well as L | 
do: yet I doubt not but many little ca- 
lumniators and perſons of ſower diſpoſi- 
tions will take occaſion hence to beſpatter 
me. I confeſs I ſcorn narrow ſouls, 55 all 
Parties, and if I- renounce my reaſon in 
religious K Tm hardly. 900 it in | any 
ther. PER 1 
TI can't imagine whence i it comes to paſs 
that the few Guardians I have written are 
ſo generally known for mine: that in par- 
"ticular which you mention I never diſco- 
- Iyer dto any man but the publiſher, till ve- 
ry lately: yet almoſt every 8 I met told 


me of it. oo 
ST | The 


.. IS 

The true reaſon that Mr. Steele laid down 
the Paper, was a quartel between him and 
Jacob Tonſon. He ſtood ingag'd to his 
podokſeller, in articles of Penalty, for all 

the Guardians: and by defiſting two days 
and altering the title of the paper to that 
of the Engliſhman, was quit of his obliga- 
tion: theſe papers being printed by Buck- 


As to his taking a more Politick turn, 
cannot any way enter into that ſecret, nor 
have I been let into it, any more than into 
the reſt of his politicks; Tho' tis ſaid, he 
will take into theſe papers alſo ſeveral ſub- 
jects of the politer kind, as before: But I 
aſſure you as to my If, I have quite done 
with em, for the future. The little I 
have done, and the great reſpeQ I bear 
Mr, Steele as a Man of Wit, has render'd 
me a ſuſpected Whig to ſome of the vio- 
lent, but (as old Dryden ſaid Sos ay} 
"Tis not the Violent I deſign to pleaſe. .' 7 
I generally employ the mornings in paint 
ing with Mr. Fervas *; and the evenings in 
the converſation, of ſuch, as I think can 
moſt improve my mind, of whatever Party 
or Denomination they are. I ever muſt ſet 
the higheſt value upon men of truly great, 
nne rien 9 ENT. Ve 
de, My. Pope's Epiftle n bim in Verſe, vorit abend this 
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Mr. App1s0n' and Mr. Porr. 5& 


chat is honeſt Prineiples Wh equal capa- 
cities. The beſt way; I know of overco - 
ming Calumay and Miſconſtruction, is by 


a vigorous perſeverance in every thing we 


know to be right, and a total neglect of. 
all that can enſue from it, Tis - partly. 


1 
mm 51 
— 


wy 


from this maxim that I depend upon your, 
friendſhip, becauſe I believe it will do jus. 
ſtice to my intention in every thing; and 
give me leaye to 8 that (as the world 
goes) this is no {mall aſſurance I repoſe in 
you. 1 am . ſhapes: e 9915 
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e e Dec. 14, 1713. 

Have been lying in wait for my own 
imagination, this week and more, and 
Watching what thoughts came up in 


the whirl of the fancy, that were worth 
communicating to you in a letter. But I. 


head can produce nothing of that ſort; 
I muſt e'en be contented with telling you 


am at length convinc'd that my Leg 
8 * 
the old ſtory, that I love you heartily. I 


have often found by experience, that na- 


G 4 ture, 


5 y + 
7 4s 


T 


I 


CET 


FLY 


Fou, ; when Jam conſcious T write with 
more unreſervedneſs than oy, man wrote, 


A LETTER S TY 


ture. Ad wüth, tho never ſo Io | or -vul= 
gar, ste yet "pleabng When openly and 
. repreſented ; it would be divert 
o me, to read the very letters of 
infant, could it write its innocent in- 
F. and tavrologies juſt as it 

ught em. This makes me hope a let- 
or from me ill not be unwelcome to 


or ; perhaps talk d to anocher. I traſt your 
good nature with the whole range of my 
follies, and really love you ſo well, that 1 
Would rather yo ſhould pardon me than 
eſteem me, fince one is an act of goodneſs 


.and. benevolence, the other a kind = eon 


rain d deference. 

Lou can't wonder my hölle are Searce 
"conſiſtent, when I tell you how they are 
_ diſtracted. Ev'ry hour of my life, my 
ee is ſtrangely divided; this minute per- 

2 Lam above the ſtars, with a thouſand 

ems round about me, looking forward 
oF a vaſt Aby 6, and loſing my whole 
© comprehenſion in the boundleſs pace of 
creation, in dialogues with "WF === and 
the Aſtronomers; the next moment iT: am 


below all trifles, groveling with 7 
10 the very center of nonſenſe. N Lam 
r cteated with the brisk fallies and quick 
a of wit, which Mr. Seele in his livelieſt 


and 


Mr. ADD1S0N, and 4 MrePors:. ' 
and freeſt humours Gare, about. 1 bimys and 


now levelling my ap cation, to de infig- 
nin: e A of 6: en 
of Mr. — and D n 


ens tad 21 * fs , * N. 
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hs one ſhook 15 every Notion, "the 97 0 
rament of the other Meched K Gauge | 
wind! Whar'i is Man altog AL 15 
mighty Inconſiſtency | Stekl and Pain is 
the 10 of one half * us; Doubt and Fear 
the portion; of the other! Whar,a buſtle we 
make about paſſing our time, When alt our 
ſpace is but a point? What. aims and am- 
bitions are crowded into this little inſtant 
of our life, which (as . Shakeſpear” finely 
words it) is Rounded with 4 Sleep? Our 
whole extent of Being no more, in the 
eyes of him who gave it, than a ſcarce 
F perceptible motion of duration. Thoſe 
animals whoſe circle of living is limited to 
three or four hours, as the Naturaliſts aſſure 
us, are wa As; long-lived and poſſeſs as wide 
a ſcene of action as a man, if we conſider 
' +::thim; With an eye to all Space, and. all 
Eternity. Who knows what plots, What 
atchievements a mite may p form in his 
kingdom of a grain of duſt, within his life 
of ſome minutes? and of, how Fuel gat es 


as 


" IETER „ 


e than even this, Ane e er 
man in the zht of WOO) "0 O in tom 
Ever, and for Ever! 559911 ndr 
Who that thinks lo aki reako, bar muſk! 
ſee the world and its contemptible gran- 
deuts leſſen before him at every thou . | 
Tis enough to make one remain ſtupff fig 
in a poize of ination, void of all 
of all defigns, of all friendſhips. | 58 
But we muſt return (thro! our very Cs 
dition of being) to our narrow ſelves, and 
thoſe things that affect our ſelves: our paſ- 
| Aions,\ our intereſts, flow in upon us, and 
unphiloſophize us into meer mortals. For 
my part I never return ſo much into m 
ſelf, as when I think of you, whoſe friend. 
hip is one of the beſt comforts I have for 
| ern A 1 5 ſelf. am 


me bee, 8 


VB ; Jo 39, 17134. 
* Our letter found me very buſy in my 
i grand undertaking, to which 7 muſt 
4 wholly give my ſelf up for ſome time, un- 


leſs when I ſnatch — hour to pleaſe my 
* with a diſtant converſation with you 


Mr. | ApDre6x"andiMy. Porr. 69 
and a few: others, by writing.; Tzs no em- 


fortable R * to be refſecting, that: for = 
long a ſiege as that of Try lies upon ] 
hands, and the campagne above half over, N 


before I have made any progreſs. Indeed 
the 'Greek fortification: upon a nearer ap- 
proach does not appear ſo formidable as e 
did, and Lam almoſt apt to flatrer my ſelf, 
that Homer ſecretly ſeems inclin'd to 4 cor 
hg ai wore with me, in letting me into 
ood part of his intentions. There are 
in eed, a ſort of underling auxiliars to the 
difficulty of a work, call 
and Critics, who wou'd frighten _ peo- 
ple by their number and bulk, and perplex 
our progreſs under pretence of fortify ing 
their author. Theſe lie very low in che 
trenches and ditches they themſelves hays 
digg'd, encompaſs'd wi dirt of their on 
heaping up, but I think there may be 
fade a method of coming at the main 
works by a more ſpeedy and gallant way 
than 1 mining under ground, that is, by 
uſing the Poetical Engines, Wings, and fly- 
ing over their heads. 

While Lam engag'd in the Ahe I find 
you are concern'd how I ſhall be paid; and 
ate ſollicitous that I may not have the ill 

fate of many diſcarded Generals, to be firſt 
enyyd and maligitd, then perhaps prais d, 
ng. Ka neglecte — — . 


Con- 


d Commentators 
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conſtant} atvendaot; pon all, great, and. laue 
dable enterprizes ] L. haye al oy experi-. 
enc:d. Some haye faid Iam nor. a Vat 
in the Greet, who, eicher are ſo. themſelves. 
or are not; If they are not, NY cant, 
xell; and at. they..are,, they c nt. without 
having catechizd me. But if they c 
read (for I know. ſome Orirics: can, a 9 
others cannot) chere are fairly lying be- 
fore them ſome ſpecimens. of my. tran- 
ation from this Author in the Miſcel-. 
James, - Which they are ec welcome 
10. I. have met with as much walignity 
another way, ſome calling me 2 F ory,. 
becauſe the heads of that party have been 
.diſtinguiſhingly.. favourahle to me; ſome 
a Whig becauſe I have been favour d 1 15 
yours, Mr. Congreve s, and Mr. Craggs his. 
Friendſhip, and of late with my 3 Hal- 
lifax's Patronage. How much more natu- 
ral a concluſion might be form d, by any 
ood- natur d man, that a perſon -who has. 
== well us'd by all fides, has been offen · 
*five to none. This miſerable age is ſo ſunk 
between animoſities of Party and thoſe of 
Religion, that I begin to fear, moſt men 
have politicks enough to make (thro' via». 
ence) the beſt Scheme of Government a 
had one; and faith enough to hinder A eir 
::Own, Salvation... I hope for my own. part, 
never to have more of either than is con- 
5 "ſiſtent. 


op B. Bel a 


fiſtent w wick Comm on juſtide and charity and 
- always as. much as comes a chriſtian and 
- honeſt man, Tho 1 Hind it ani unfortunate 
thing to be bred a "Papuſt here; Where one 
e to four parts in five” as being 
too much, and to the fifth part as being 

10 coo little; 1 alf 5 er be ealy under both 
their miſtakes, - and be "what I more than 
ſcem to be, for I ſuffer for it. God is my 
witneſs chat I no more envy you Proteſtants 
our places and poſſeſſions, than 1 do our 
Pike their charity or learning,” T am'am- 
bitious of nothing but the good opinion of 
good men, on both ſides; for I know that 
one virtue of a free ſpirit is more worth, 
than all the virtues put together of all the 
narrow -ſouf d 45 in the” world. | Lam 
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8 ” mY + en den to be a greater 
crime than Impertinence, I chuſe ma- 


- ther to run the riſque of being thought 
n of che latter, than not o „ rowurn 
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thanks f. or a os hy ; enters 


—— you juſt now gave me. I have 
—_— met with your Rape. of the 
Lock. here, having never ſeen it before. 
Stile, Paintin the Judgment, Spirit, J had al- | 


ready admit d in others of your Writings ; ; 
TY in this I, am charm'd with the egy 
of your Invention, with all choſe image 

- alluſions, and inexplicable beauties, witch 


you raiſe ſo ſurprizingly and at the ſame 


time ſo naturally, out of a trifle. - And et 


I cannot ſay that I was more pleas d with 


the reading of it, than 1 am with the pre· 
text it. gives me to renew in your thoughts 
the remembrance of one who values no 
happineſs, beyond the Friendſhip « of men i of 
wit, learning, and good nature. 1 

I remember to have heard you mention 
ſome half-form'd deſign of coming to 7taly, 

What might we not expect from a Mule | 
that ſings ſo well in the bleak climate. of 

England, if ſhe felt the ſame warm Sun 
and breath d the — Aar with Virgil a 
Horace? 

There are here an incredible number + 
| Sung that have all. the inclination, but 
want the genius, of — the art, of 
the Ancients. Some among them wWhe un / 
- derſtand. ih, begin to reliſh, gut Aus” 
-#hors;..and I am informed that at Florence 


_ they have tranſlated Milton into Tralian 
Verſe, 


*Q 
9 


Mr, PO P E. 65 x % 
Verſe. If one who knows ſo well how 
write like the old Latin Poets,” came among 
them; it wou d probably be a means to 
retrieve them from their cold, tri al un- 
12 0 to an imitation of their een 
3 Merchant Antiquaticy Men of Plea- 
ſure, &c. have all different views in tra- 
; I know not whether it might nor 
be 1 a Poet's while, to travel, in order 
to ſtore his mind with ſtrong Images of 
Nature. . 
Green fields and groves, flow'ty 8 
and purling ſtreams, are no where in ſuch 
1 as in England: but if you wou d 
ow lighrſome days, warm ſuns," and blue 
ſkys, you muſt come to 1aly : and to en- 
able a man to deſcribe rocks and Pee 
| 88 3-5 is abſolutely neceſſary” that he 1 
. 3 
5 Val vil ealily p dercelve that it is ak 
intereſt makes me 2 fond of giving ad- 
vice to one who has no need of it. If you 
came into theſe parts I ſhou'd fly to fee 
ou. I am here (by the favour of my'good 
Krad the Dean of St. Patrick's) in qual 
of Chaplain to the Earl of Peterborough 
| Who about three months ſince left the great- 
eſt part of his family in this town. God 
knows how long we ſhall mY here. 1 ant 8 
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| Jn 8, 17 10 
ot of ih relation to 
1 Mr. 44 1. „ 1 ſhaltan=" 
(er in a few words. Nr. Phitpe did ex- 
preſs himſelf with much indignhatſon agdinft” 
me one evening at Buttons Coffee-hovuſe (ds 
I'was told) ſaying, That I was enter d into 
a Cabal with ean Swift and others to 
Write againſt the Vhig.-Iuteręſt, and in par? 
. ticular to e e Hs own reputation; 
and that of his friends Steel and 2 on. 
But Mr. Philips never open d his lips 00 a 
my. face, on this or any like occaſion; 
tho I was almoſt every night in the ſane 
room with him, nor ever offer d me any - 
indecorum. Mr. Addiſon came to the 4 
night or two after Philips had talkd i 
this idle manner, and aſſur d me of his dif- 
belief of what had been faid, of che friend 
ra we ſhould always maintain, and de- 
fir d 1 would ſay nothing further of = 
My Lord Hallifax did me the Honour t 
ſir in this matter, by ſpeaking to ſeveral 


people to Obviate a falſe a . which 
might have done me no {mall prejudice” 
with one Parry. However * did all 


IS 
* he 


Hands the; Subſcri ions pai Hem. — 
a8 RE Club; The heads . 
have ſince given him to underſtand, t 
they take it ill; but (upon the terms 
ought to he with a man whom 1 think a 
ſcoundrel) I wou'd not even ask him far 
chis money, but commiſſian d one of the. 
Players, his equals, to receive it. This is_ 
the whole matter; but as to the 2 : 
grounds of Philips's malignity, they will. 
make a very pleaſant Hiſtory when we 
meet. Mr. Copgreve and ſome others have 
been much diverted with it, and moſt, 
the Gentlemen of the Hanover Club have 
made it the ſubject of their ridicule on their 
Secretary. It is ro this management of 
Philips, chat che world owes Mr. Gays 
. Paftorals, The. ingenious Author is 2 f 
ly your ſervant, and would have com 
with your kind invitation, but that 0 

juſt. now. appginted Secretary to my Li 

e in his Embaſſy to Hanover. _ 
am ſenſible of the _ and friendſhip . 
wich which I am ſure you will always 
defend. your friend in his abſence, from all - 
thoſe, little tales and calumnies, which a. 
Man of any ene or merit ij born to. 1 
ſhall never complain while I 17 * 2 
77 ſuch noble defenders, and in Son- 
H remptible 
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temptible opponents. May their envy and 
"ll natute ever increaſe, to the glory. and 
1 75 of thoſt they would injure ; m 


repreſent me what they e long 
my you o think me en 1 er 
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i ou mention the account I gave you 

1 foe time ago of. the things: which 
Philips ſaid in his fooliſhneſs ;* but I cat 
tell from any thing in your Letter, - whe- 
ther you receiv'd a long one from me a- 
bout a forenighe ſince. It was principally 
intended to thank you for the laſt obliging 

favour yeu did me; and perhaps for char 
"reafon” you paſs it in ſilence. 1 there 
launch'd into fome account of my tem 
poral affairs, and intend now to give you 
ſome hints of my ſpiritual. The conclu- 
fion of your Letter draws this upon you, 
Where you tell me, you prayd for me: 
Vour . Sir, is contrary to that 
of mot other Friends, who never talk of 
. Praying” for a Man after they have oye 


% * = A % 
* [4 
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Him 4 rte wy apnea 
Him none. Nothing can! be more kind 
chan the hint you give me of the v 
of human Sciences, which I aſſure 1 
am daily more und more convine'd- and 
indeed J have for ſome years paſt, look d 
all bf em no better than àmuſementꝭ. 

o make them the ultimate end of our 
Paſa, is a miſerable and ſhort ambition, 
| no will drop from us at eviry little dif- 
pointment here, and even in caſe of no 

a; tments here, will infallibly deſert 
us hereaftet. The utmoſt fame they are 
— — of beſtowing, is never worth the 
pains they coſt us, and the time they loſe 
you attain the top: of yaut deſires 
at way, all theſe who envy you will do 

you harm; and of rhoſe who admire you, 

w will do you good. The unſucceſsful 

N Ae are your declared enemies and pro- 
Bably the ſueceſsful your ſecret ones: For 


thoſe hate not more to be excell'd, than 


theſe to be rivall'd. And at the upſhor, 
after à life of perpetual application, to re- 
5 fleck that you have been doing nothing for 

r ſelf, and that the ſame or leſs In- 
Auſtry might have gain'd you a Friendſhip 
2 can never deceive or end, a. ſatisfaction 
* Which praiſe cannot beſtow, nor vanity feel, 

And a glory which (cho' in one reſpect like 
i kame, not to be had till after death,) Pay 
Eel £7 "BY 2 
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ſhall: be felt and enjoy d to eternity. Thete, 
dear Sir, are unfeignedly my ſontiments, 
whenever I think at all; for half the things 
that employ our heads deſerve not the name 
of thoughts, they are only ſtronger dreams 
or impreſſions upon the imagination: Our 
ſchemes of government, eee 
loſophy, our golden worlds of poetry, are all 
but ſo many ſhadowy images, and airy pro- 
2 which ariſe to us but fo much the 
livelier and more frequent, as we are more 
o ercaſt with the darkneſs, and diſturbd 
with the fumes of human vani typ. 
The ſame thing that makes old men wil- 


ling to leave this world, makes me willing 
to leave poetry, long- habit, and wearineſs 
of the ſame track. Homer will work a 
cure upon me; fſifteen thouſand. verſes are 
equivalent to fourſcore years, to make one 
aſhamed, to go. on jingling to the laſt ftep, 
like a waggoner's horſe, in the ſame road, 
and ſo leave my Bells to the next ſilly ani- 
makes a mean figure in the eyes of reaſon, 
who is meaſuring ſyllables and coupling 


. 


rhimes, when he ſhou'd be mending his own 
Soul, and ſecuring his own — It 
J had not this opinion, I ſhou'd be unwor- 
thy. even of thoſe {mall and limited parts 
I oat ee ee obo JOINED - 
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which God has given me; and unworthy 
of the ſriendihip n much in man as 1 0 
Tam cn led 18 4 [in d nid: T ret e, 
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Have no dane vin to offer you, that 
I have omitted a task naturally ſo plea- 
ling to me as converſing upon paper with 
you; but that my time and eyes have been 
Tally employ'd upon Homer, whom I al- 
moſt fear I ſhall find but one way of imita- 
ting, which is, in his blindneſs. I am per- 
petually afflicted with headach's; that very 

much affect my ſight; and indeed ſince my 

coming hither I have ſcarce 7 an hour 

5 brech, except that in which I read your 
| letter. I would ſeriouſly have you think, 
you have no man who more truly knows to 
plac a tight value on your friendſhip, than 
who leaſt deſerves it on all other ac- 
counts than his due ſenſe of it. But let 

me tell you, you can hardly gueſs: what a 
task you undertake, when you profeſs our 
ſelf my friend; there are ſome Tories 
who will take you for a #hig, ſome Whigs 

H 3 who 


* 
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Who WII take you- for & Tory, (foie: rb. 
teſlauts who will eſteem you rank _— 
and ſome Papifts who will account you a 
Heretick. dci ei 
I find by dear enpe lade, 3469) live in an 
age, where it is criminal to be moderate; 
and where no one man can be allowed to be 
juſt to all men. The notions of right and 
wrong are ſo far ſtrain d, that perhaps to be 
in the right ſo very violently,” may be of 

worſe canſequence than to be eaſily and quis 
etly in the wrong. I really wiſh all men 
well, that I am ſatisfied but ſew can with 
= fo; but if thoſe few are ſuch as tell me 
hey do, Jam content, for they are the beſt 
por ple I know; While-you dell —— what 
profeſs as to Religion, I ean bear any thing 
the grab: may ſay ; while Mr. Congreus 
likes my poetry, I can endure Dennis and a 
ee more like him ; while the moſt 
honeſt and oral of each p party chink me no 
ill man, I 6 A eaſily ſupport i it, tho'the moſt 
violent and mad * all pres Lale up to 
23 es $i 1 Jred. _" 
muſt expect an hun attae upon 
the publication of my Homer. 12 
dur times would be A profeſſor of learning 
above his fellows, ought at the very firſt to 
enter the world with the conſtancy and re- 
ſolution of a primitive Chriſtian, and be 
|. xa ta ſuffer al tort: of publick Peres 


cution. 
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It is certainly to be lamented, that 
man does but endeavour to diſtinguiſh 


inſtead of being look'd upon. as a common 
friend; and aflzulred as generally, as if his 
Whole deſign were to prejudice the State 
and ruin 7 publick. 1 will venture to fay 
no man ever roſe to any degree of perfectiq 
in writing, but through obſtinacy and an in- 
veterate reſolution againſt the ſtream of t man- 


benefir from the labours of the Learned, it t 
= in its own deſpite. For when firſt the; 4 
eſſay their parts, all le in general are 
prjudicl againſt den av: 7a when 
they have got a little above contempt, ther 
particular perſons who were before un- 
fortunate in their own attempts, are ſworn 
foes to them only becauſe they ſucceed! <2 
Upon the whole, one may ſay of the beſt 
writers, that they pay a ſevere fine for their 
which it is always in the power of che 
moſt worthleſs part of 3 70, "BR | 
118 8 when * Pur. 
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| #4393010 bas Ballag 
Jiu 28, 1714. 
Am juſt enter d upon the old way of 
lite again, ſleep and muſing. It is my 
employment to revive the old af paſt ages 
to the preſent, as it is youis to tranſmit, 
the young of the preſent, to the future, I 
am copying the great Maſter in one art, with 
the ſame love and diligence with which the 
Painters hereaſter will copy you in another. 
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Thus I ſhould. begin my Epiſtle to you, 
if it were a Dedicatary one. But as it is 
a friendly letter, you are to find nothing 
mention d in your own praiſe but hat 
only one in the world is witneſs to, your 
particular good natur d offices to me. What -· 
ever mankind in general would allow you, 
| that Iam not to give you to your face; and 
if I were to do it in your abſence, the 
world would tell me I am too partial ta be 
pe: mi tted to paſs any judgment of you. 
So you ſee me cut out from any thing but 
common acknowledgments, or common diſ- 
courſe, The firſt you wou'd take ill, tho 
I rald you but half what I ought ; ſo in ſhort 
che laſt only remains. 
* And 


"Fe, 
a= 7 
oy 


eO FEN 11 72 
And as for the laſt, what can you expect 
from-a-man—who-._bas- not ald. theſe ive 
days? who is withdrawing by thoughts as 
2 as he can, from all che ent world, 
its cuſtoms and its manners, to be fully 
poſſeſt and abſorpt in the paſt? When people 
talk of going to Church, I think of Sacri- 
fices and libations ; when I ſee the perſqh, 
IJ addreſs him as Chryſex-prigtt: of Apo 
_ en the Lord's Prayer, 4 begin + 
11011 £111 33 Hay, 2655 an s ei FF 
05 —— % enen 4 207 
While you in e world „ PRI 
the | Proteſtant” Succeſſion, I conſider 'only - 
how Menalaus may recover Helen, and the 
"Trojan war be put to a ſpeedy coneluficn. 
I never inquire if the Queen be well or 
not, but heartily wiſh to be at He#or's fo- 
-neral. The only hides T regard in this life, 
are, whether my fiene are well? 
my Tranſlation go well on? whether Den- 
vis be writing criticiſms? vrhether an 
will anſwer him, fince I don te 1571 er 
e be W e, alf ons KOT 
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f Thank e your g ood offices which 
els. — advances ſo faſt, 

Jas: 266 begins to look about for the orn. 
ments he is to Appear in, ho! a uu mo- 
dern * Rs A be OL. wo . 
Ji, —— wrap Pinie; *n the from, 20 
17 With bays and wicked ryme f. Fr 


I haye. the greateſt proof in nature _ 
preſent of the amuſing power of Poetry, 
55 it takes me up ſo intirely that I ſcarce 
1ee what paſſes under my noſe, and hear 
nothing chat is ſaid abour me. To fol. 
low Nut as one ought, one mult forget 
father e Ma: cleave to it alone. 
My Reverie has been ſo deep, that I have 
ſcarce had an interval to think myſelf un- 
eaſy in the want of your Company. I now 
and then juſt miſs you as I ſtep into bed; 

_ this minute indeed I want extremely to 
ſee you, the next I ſhall dream of nothing 
but the taking of 7 roy, or the 9 2 
2 ens, 
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NM POPE, AU 7 
fancy no friendſhip is ſo likely to prova 
there never was a friendſhip of fo: eaſie a 
nature. We neither of us demand any 
mighty things from each other; What Va- 
nity. we have expects its gratification from 
other people. It is not I, that am to tell 
you what an Artiſt you are, nor is it yqn 
that are to tell me what a Poet I am; 
but tis from the world abroad we hope, 
(piouſly hope) to hear theſe things. At 
home we follow our buſineſs, When we 
have any; and think and talk moſt of each 
other when wWe haye none. Tis not unlike 
the happy friendſhip of a ſtay d man and 
his wife, who are ſeldom ſo fond as to hin- 
der the buſineſs, of the houſe from goin 
on all day, or ſo indolent as not to find 
conſolation in each other every evening. 
Thus well-meaning couples hold in amity 
to the laſt, by not expecting too much from 
human nature; while romantick * frietid- 
ſhips, like violent loves, begin with dif- 
quieis, proceed to jealouſies, and conelude 
min animoſities. I have liv'd to fee the fierce 
_ advancement, the ſudden turn, and the 
abrupt period of three or | four of theſe 
enormous friendſhips, and am perfectly con- 
vine d of the truth of a Maxim we once 
agreed in, That nothing hinders the con- 
ſtant agreement of people who live toge- 
Wel! ther » 
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but iner vanity a lee ana 
| What they think their dignity 
nerit, and an inward expectation of ſuch - 
2 Ode FrY of deference” and regai 74 
28 Anſwers to their own” extravagant Falſe: 
ſeals; and which” no bd can p 1 5 3 
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AP : \ 27, 1714. 
XI. Hagar Nadies | on the one hand, or 

* amuſements on the other, it ſhall 
be my fortune to fall into, I ſhall be equally 
incapable of forgetting you” in any of em. 
The Talk J undertook *, tho of weight 
enough in itſelf, has bad a voluntary in. 
creaſe, by the inlarging my deſign of the 
Notes; and the neceſſity of conſulting a 
: number of books has carryd me to Ox- 
Jord: But I fear, thro' my Lord'Horcourt's = 
And Dr. Clarke's means, I ſhall be more con- 
** with . nend 3 * 
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be of, 1 Have ſome. cauſe” to fear-th 
Engraver will prejudice me in à fow iti 


ns P. yon 15 8 1 


8 in their 
oK d upon cv 

three more "noted names in the 

cartes here. But With all the cafe I amm 


5 ence of the Geogra 


laps of 04 Ft Hiace I loc 


- ations... I have hes forced to write to him 
in ſo high! a ſtyle, char were my epiſtle in- 
 tercepted, it would raiſe no ſmall: admira- 
tion in an ordinary man. There is ſcarce 


for: al dre n ny —— 


an order in it of leſs importance, than to 
remove ſuch and ſuch mountains, alter the 
courſe of ſuch and ſuch Rivers, place a large 
city on ſuch a coaſt, and raze another in 
another country. I have ſet bounds to the 


ſea; and ſaid to the land, _ *bus far Heal 


7hou advance and no further s. In che mean 
time, I who talk and command at this rate, 
am in danger of loſing my horſe, and ftand 
in ſome fear of a country juſtice. To dif- 


arm me indeed may be but prudential, con- 


ſidering what armies I have at preſent on 


foot, and in my ſervice: a hundred — 
ſand Grecians are no contemptible 


- ears Henan: laid down by 


our. Author in hit ad on the fend Iliad. 
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ect proper forces. 90 f againſt 4 
Baraelona, That fi 2 5 de 
Poem as the II ad, 1 ning part 
of poetry would be the juſter 3 rh, as = 
-fayithe.inhabirants.expet Angels from hea- 
ven to 4heir; aſſiſtance. A L venture ſo 
dex, who, am a Pahid, and to lay. to you 
Who are a 1 — 0 , 
ſtoniſhing to me, than that people ſo greatly 
(wanted rich enſ of. Liberty, 0 b. 4 
of harbouring ſuch weak Speck: 
9 and that ſo much bravery, ; and, Þ 
+rmuch folly, can inhabit the ſame, breatts 
I Qcould not but take a trip to London, 00 
the death of the Queen, moy d by the com 
mon curiaſity of mankind, who, leaye. their 
on buſineſs. to be looking upon other m 
I chank God that as for my ſelf, a kae. 
lo all the aceidents of State changes by my 
cirtummſtances, and above Gem BY my Phi- 
loſophy. Common charity of man tom 
and 22 good will to all, are the Points 
I have moſt at heart; and I am. ſure thoſe 
are not to be broken for the fake of any go- 
vernore, or government. I am willing to 
hope the beſt, and what J more wiſh than 
my on or any particular 1 man's advance- 
ment, is, that this turn may put an end 
entirely to the divifions of Whig and Tory; 


that the parties may love each other 4s 
well 


* Mr. P © — 29 FD 
well as I live them ety 'or at leaſt | 
ed r us little as 1 would eicher; amt = 
chat our own people ma live as quietly as 
We ſhall certainly let — + ae 16 10 ſay, 
that want of power it ſelf in üs may not 
e a ſurer prevention of harm, than want 
of will in them. I am ſure it all Whigs 
and all Tories had the ſpirit of one Roma 
Carbolick that 1 know, it would be well 
for all Roman. Uutbalicbs; and if all Roman 
Catbolicłs had always had that ſpirit, it ha 
been well for all others and we had never 
been chary'd with bo. wicked 4 ſpirit as 
chat of Perſecutioo . nos 
1 agree wich you in my ſentiment of 
the tate of our nation ſince this change: 
I find my ſelf juſt in the ſame ſituation 
of mind you deſcribe as yout og bear- 
tily wiſhing the good, - 4a is the quiet of 
my country, and hoping a total end of a 
the unhappy diviſions of mankind by party- 
ſpirit, which at beſt is but Mis madneſs'of 
OT 79 Peak (nr 11 8 men ani gate 
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Have a particular to tell you at this time, 
2 which pleaſes me fo much, that you 
muſt expect a more than ordinary alacriiy 
in every turn. Vou know I could keep you 
in ſuſpence for twenty lines, but J will tell 
you directly that Mr. Addiſon and I have had 
a converſation, that it would have been worth 
your While to have been placd behind 
the wainſcot, or behind ſome half- length 
Picture to have heard. He aſſur d me that 
he would make uſe not only of his intereſt, 
but of his art to do you ſome ſervice; he 
did not mean his Art of Poetry, but his Art 
at Court; and he is ſenſible that nothing 
can have a better air for himſelf, than 
moving in your favour, eſpe ally ſince in- 
ſimuations were ſpread that he did not care 
you ſhou'd proſper too much as a Poet. 
He -proreſts: that it ſhall not be his fault if 
there is not the beſt intelligence in the 
world, and the moſt hearty friend(hip, &c. 
He owns, he was afraid Dr, Swift mighe 
have carry'd you too far among the enemy 
during the hear of the animoſity, bur _ 4 


Mr. POPE, G 82s 
all is ſafe, and you are eſcap'd even in his 
opinion. I promis'd in your name, like a 
good Godfather, not that you ſhould re- 
nounce the devil and all 9 but that 
you would be delighted to find him your 
friend merely fox his own fake; therefore 
pus your ſelf for ſome. civilities. r 

it have done Homer's head, ſhadow” 'd ; ane i 
heighten d carefully; and I incloſe the out 
line of the fame fize, that you may deter- 
mine wherher you wou'd. have it fo large, 
or reduc d ro make room for feuillage or 
laurel round the oval; or about the. f uare 

of the Bufto ? Perhaps there is ſomert! g 
more ſolemn in the Image elf, if 1 can 

get it well perform d. 
If I have been inſtrumental in bringing 
you and Mr. Addiſon together with all ſin- 
cerity, I value my ſelf upon it as an ac- 
1 iece of ſervice ro ſuch A one as 
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the chars death. ee e 
yer for the King. | 
1 admire your Whig-pr apa of Reit- 
ance exceedingly, = the E pile of the Bar- 
celohians.” I joyn in your with for them. 


Mr. Addiſor's verſes on Liberty, in his let- 
ter from Holy, would be a good form of 
prayer in Re pinion, O N 7 Aar 
Goageſs heavenly: 6 right! Se. + 

What yo mentiond of the friendly 


office you endeavour d to do betwixt Mr. 


Addifon and me, "Ugſerves acknowledy- 


ments on my part. «You thoroughly know 
my regard to his character, and my —ꝗ— 


penſtty to teſtify it by all w 
ower. You as thoroughly: : we the 


ſcandalous meanneſs of that — 


"which was uſed By Philips, to malte a mah 
Tio highly value, ſuſpect my diſpoſitions 


toward him. But as, after all, Mr. Addi- 


on muſt be the judge in What regards him- 


ſelf, and has ſeem'd to be no very juſt one 


to me; fo I muſt own to you I expect no- 


thing but civility from him, how much 


ſoever I wiſh for his friendſhip : And: as 

for any offices of real Kindes or ſervice 
which it is in his power to do me, I ſhould 
be aſham'd to receive em from any man 
. who had no better opinion of 'my#morals, 


than to think me à party-man; nor of my 
Nen than to * f ma- 


ligning 


M. POP E, Ga. 83 
ligning or envying another's reputation as 


a Poet. S0 I leave it to time to convince 
him as to both, to ſheiw; him the ſhallow 


depths of thoſe half-wited creatures who ' 


miſ-inform'd'him, and to prove that I am 
incapable of endeavouring to leſſen a perſon 
_ whom I would be proud to imitate, and 


therefore aſham'd to flatter. In a word, 
Mr. Addiſon is ſure of my reſpect at all 


times, and of my real friendſhip when- 
ever he ſhall think fit wo mne me for 
what 1 Am. e e 

For all that paß h. eder Du S hd 
me, you know Ms whole (wirhour reſerve) 
of our »correſpondence:: The engagements 
Thad to him were fuch as the actual ſer- 
vices he had done me, in relation to the 
ſubſcription for Hor, obliged me to. I 


muſt have leave to be grateful to lim, and 


to any one who ſerves me, let him be 
never ſo obnoxious to any party: nor did 


the Tory party ever put me to the hardſh wp : 
t 


of aſking this leave, which is the grea 
obligation I owe to it; and I expect no 


greater from che ¶ big- party than the fame _ 

liberty. A curſe on the word Party, 
which I have been forced to uſe ſo often 

in this period! I wiſh the preſent Reign 


may put an end to the diſtinction, chat there 
may be no other for the future than that 
_ 3 W and man of ſenſe; 

theſe 


. 
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theſe two — muſt always be enemies, 
but for the reſt, may all people do as you 
and I, believe. Hg _ ng * be 


"> 
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Pg i - Octob, 10, nge 
Have been acquainted by one of my 
friends who omits no opportunities 


7 —— me, that you have lately been 


pleas'd to ſpeak of me in a manner which 
nothing but the real reſpect 1 have for 
you can deſerve. May I hope that ſome ' 
late malevolencies have loft their effect? 


Indeed it is neither for me, nor my ene- 


mies, to pretend to tell you whether I — 
your friend or not; but if you would 3 
by probabilities, I beg to know which of 


your poetical acquaintance has ſo little In- 


. rereſt in pretending to be fo? Methinks 
no man ſhould queſtion the real-friendſhip 


of one who defites no real fervice : I am 
only to get as much from the bigs, as 1 
got by the Torres, that is to ſay, Civility ; 

being neither ſo proud as to be inſenſible 
of = good — nor ſo humble, as not 
to 

. 


Mr. PO P E, Ge. 5 


to * bean to the any man who 
does me an inuten. v 2165 "41 5 505 e 
I will not value my ſelf upon having 
ever guarded all the degrees of reſpect for 
vou; for (to ſay the truth) all the world 
ſpeaks well of you, and I ſhould be under 
a neceſſity of doing the lame, wheaher I 
car'd for you or nat. 

As to what you have ſaid of me, I ſhall 
never believe that the Author of Cato can 
ſpeak one thing and think another. As a 


proof that I account you ſincere, I beg a 


favour of you: It is, that you would look 
over the two firſt books of my tranſlation 
of Homer, which are now in the hands of 
my Lord - Halifax. I am ſenſible how much 
the reputation of any poetical work will 
depend upon the character you give it: 
tis therefore ſome evidence of the truſt I 
repoſe in your good will, when I give yon 
this opportunity of ſpeaking ill of me with 
juſtice, and yet expect you will tell me your 
trueſt thoughts, at the ſame time that you 
tell others your moſt favourable ones. 
I have a farther requeſt, which I muſt 
press with earneſtneſs. My Bookſcller is 
reprinting the Eſay on Criticiſm; to which 
you have done too much honour in your 
SpeFtator of No 253. The period in that 
paper, where you lay, * I have admitted 
5. 3 ſtrokes of ill nature into that Eflay,” 


1 5 1 
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is the only one I could wiſh omitted of all 


you have written: but I wou'd-nor defire 
jr ſhould be ſo, unleſs J had the merit of 
removing your objection: I beg you but to 
point out thoſe. ſtrokes to me, and you 


may be aſſured they ſhall be treated with- 


out mere. | IN 2 
Since we are upon proofs of ſinceriti 
(which I am pretty confident will turn to 
the advantage of us both in each others 
opinion) gie me leave to name another 
paſſage in the fame Spectutor, which I wiſh 


you would alter. It is where you men- 


tion an obſervation upon Homer's Verſes of 


Syſiphus's Stone, as * mever having been made 


before by any-of the Griticks: J happen'd to 
find the fame in Dyonifius of Halitarnaſſus's 

'Treatiſe, a: Sw Oro , Who treats 
very largely upon theſe Verſes. I know you 


will think fit to ſoften your expreſſion, 


when you ſee the paſſage ; which you 
muſt needs have read tho! it be fince ſlipt 
out of your memory. I am with the ut- 
moſt eſteem, ; ev 85 
Taur, &c. 
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PDeſe Werds are fence beft out in My: Tickels Edition, 
but xwerg extant in all during Mr. Addiſon's Life. 4 


by Mr. Porz 
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Mr: Porn 20 o the Earl of Humer. 


"ty on . 1 5 Dee I, 1 


Am oblig'd to \ you both for the faw 
you have done me, and for thoſe you. 
mend me. I diſtruſt neither your will nor 
your memory, when it is to do good: and 
if ever I become troubleſome or ſollicitous, 
it . not be out of e en but out 
2 Vour Lordſhip may either 
cauſe me to live agreeably_ in the town, or 
contentedly in the country, which i is real) 
all the difference I fer. etween an ca y 
fortune and a ſmall one, It is indeed 4 
ugh ſtrain of generoſity in you, ro chink | 
making me eaſy all my fle only be- 
cauſe I have been ſo happy as to divert you 
lame few hours: But 7: I may have leave 
to add, it is becauſe you think me no ene- | 
my to my native country, there will a 
pear. a better reaſon; for I muſt of 55 
Jens be very much, (as I fincerely MY; 


\ 


_ My Lord, &c. ; 
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Jan, 16, 1714585+ 
TEthinks hers I write to you, I am 
making a confeſſion, I have got ( 
can't tell how) ſuch a cuſtom of throwing 
my ſelf out upon paper without reſerve. 
You were not miſtaken in what you judg d 
of my temper of mind when I writ laſt. 
My f ults will not be hid from you, and 
perhaps it is no diſpraiſe to me that they 
will not. The cleanneſs and purity of one's 
mind is never better prov'd, than in diſ- 
covering its own faults at firſt view: as 
when à Stream ſhows the dirt at its bot- 
tom, it ſhows alſo the tranſparency of che 
_—_. 

My ſpleen Was not oceafion'd. 155 
ever, by any thing an abuſive, angry 
Critick could write of me, I take very 
kindly your heroick manner of congra- 
tulation upon this ſcandal; for I think 
nothing more honourable, chan to be in- 
| volved in the. fame fare with” all the great 
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and the good that ever lived; that is, to be 
_ envy'd and cenſur d by bad writers, 


You do no more than anſwer my ex- 


pectations of you, in declaring how well 
you take my freedom in ſometimes neg- 
lecting as I do, to reply to your Letters fo 
ſoon as I ought ; ;. thoſe who have a right 
taſte of the ſubſtantial part of friend - 


ſhip, can wave the ceremonial, A friend is 


the only one that will bear the omiſſion; 

90, one may find WhO i not ſo, by the 
trial of .. 

s to any anxiety I bay concerning the 

| fare of my Homer, the care is over with 

The world muſt be the judge, and I 

| aal be the firſt to conſent to he juſtice of 

its judgment, whatever it be. I am not 

ſo arrant an Author, as even to deſire, that 

* 1 Fg in. the wrong, all mankind. ſhould 

_ Jam mightily pleas d with a ſay ing of 

Monſieur Tourrei!: When a Man writes, 

e he ought to animate himſelf with the 


40 thoughts of pleaſing all the world: but. 


he is to renounce that deſire or hope, 
the very moment the Book goes out of 
« his hands. 
I write this from Binfield, whither 10 came 
yeſterday, having paſt a few days in my 


way with my Lord Blingbroke: I go to 


London | in three days time, and will nor fail 


0 
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or pay a viſit to, ME. Moons” whom 1 
ſaw not long ſince at my Lord Hakfax's. 
I hoped from thence he had ſome hopes 
of adyantage from the preſent adminiftra- 
tion: for few prope (J think) but I, pay 
reſpects to great Men without any wok. 
pects. I am in the faireſt way in the world 
of being not worth a groat, being born both 
a Papiſi and a Poet. This puts me in mind 
a of reacknowledging your continued endea- 
vours to enrich me: But I can tell you tis 
to no purpoſe, for without the pes, K glen 
animum mi ipſe parabo, © 


1 ; — al, you 3 C. * 
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r March I9, 1714-18. 
"HE Farce of the What-d'ye-call-it, 
1 tas occationed many different ſpecu- 
lations in the town,” Some look d upon it as 
meer jeſt upon the tragic poets, others as a 
ſatire upon the late war. Mr. Cromwell 
hearing none of the words, and ſeeing the 
action to be tragical, was much aſtoniſhed 
to find the audience laugh; and ſays, the 
Prince and Princeſs muſt doubtleſs be un- 
der no leſs amazement on the ſame account. 
Several templers, and others of the more 
vociferous 


. 
Hi 
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vociferous kind of criticks, went with a re- 
ſolution to hiſs, and confeſt they were foreed 
to laugh ſo much, that they forgot the de- 
ſign they came with. The Court in gene- 
ral has in a very particular manner come 
into the jeſt, and the three firſt Nights, 
(notwithſtanding two of them were court - 
nights) were diſtinguiſh'd by very full audi- 
ences of the firſt quality. The common 
people of the pit and gallery, | receiy'd it 
at firſt with great gravity and ſedateneſs, 
ſome few with tears ; but after the third 
day they alſo took the hint, and have ever 
fince been very loud in their claps. There 
are ſtill ſome ſober men who cannot be of 
the general opinion, but the laughers are 
ſo h the majority, that one or two 
criticks ſeem determined to undeceive the 
rown at their proper coſt, by writing grave 
diſſertations againſt it: To encourage them 
in which laudable defign, it is reſolvd a 
Preface ſhall. be prefixt to the Farce, in 
vindication of the nature and dignity of 
_ this new way of writing. 
» Yeſterday Mr. Steel's affair was decided: 
I am ſorry I can be of no other opinion 
than yours, as to his whole carriage and 
writings of late. But certainly he has not 
only been puniſh'd by others, but ſufferd 
much even from his own party in the point 
of character, nor (I believe) receiv'd any 
11 7 amends 


- 
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amends in that of intereſt, as yet; tits 
ever may be his __ for the future. 
This Gentleman, among a thouſand 
others, is a great inſtance of the fate of * 
who are carried away by party-ſpirit, of 
any ſide. 1 wiſh all violence may ſ 
as: As but am really amazed that ſo much 
of that ſower and pernicious quality ſnoud 
be joyned with ſo much natural good hu- 
mour as 1 er 5 e in ee of. 


In 5 a 1 1. ; N | Tam be. A 
Foot 8 Nee Aug VOY — 
75 Mr hen 10 
Ay 
| e ibis. 


TR, ene is going to Mr. Fervas's, 
where Mr. Aa ſon is ſitting for his 
* — in the, mean time amidſt clouds 
of tobacco at a coffeehouſe J write this 
letter. There is a grand revolution at 
Wills, Morrice has quitred for a: coffee- 
houſe in the city, and Titcomb is reſtor d to 
the great joy of Cromwell, who was at a 
great loſs for a perſon to converſe with 
upon the fathers and church-hiſtory ; the 
knowledge I gain from him, is entirely in 
painting and jonny z and Mr, Pope owes 
all 


Mr: Popt "to Mr. Condreve. 93 
all bis ſkill in aſtronomy to him and Mr. 
I biſlon, ſo celebrated of late for his -dif- | 
covery of the longitude in anextradrdinary 
copy of Verſes . Mr. Rowes Jane Gray 
is to be play d in Eaſter- wee, when Mrs. 
Oldfield is to perſonate a character directly 
oppoſite to female nature; for What wo- 
man ever deſpis'd- Sovereignty ? You kno- 
Chaucer has a tale where a knight ſaves his 
head, by diſcovering it was the thing which 
all women moſt coveted. Mr. Pope's Homer 
is retarded by the great rains that have fal- 
len of late, which cauſes the ſheets: to be. 
long a drying; this gives Mr. Lintot great 
uneaſineſs, who is now endeavouring to 
corrupt the Curate of his -pariſh-to- pray 
for fair weather, that his work. may go 
on. There is a ſix- penny Criticiſin lately pub- 
liſh'd upon the Tragedy of the What-d'ye- . 

call it, wherein he with much judgment 
and learning calls me a blockhead, and 
Mr. Pope a knave. His grand charge is a- 
gainſt the Pilgrims Progreß being read, 
which he ſays is directly levell'd at Cato's 
reading Plato; to back this cenſure, he goes 
on to tell you, that the Pilgrimt Progreſs 
being mention d to be the eighth edition, 
makes the reflection evident, the Tragedy 
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-  * Call & An Ode on the Longitude, in Swift 45% Pope's 
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__ :-: br pgs of 
of Cato havin eig or (as - * 
uaintly expreſſes i 10 0 e Preſs. He 
— allo — by ſhow, that 
particular paſſage of the play alludes to 
— fine part of Tragedy which he ſays 
I have 'injudiciouſly and profanely abuſed *. 
Sir Samuel Gorth's Poem upon my Lord 
Clare s houſe, I believe will be Publiftr d 
in the Eaſter- week. 
Thus far Mr. Gay who! 1210 his let- 
ter foreſtall'd all the ſubjects of diverſion ; 
unleſs it ſnould be one to you to ſay, that 
I fir up till two a- clock over Burgundy and 
"Champagne ; and am become ſo much a 
rake, chat I ſhall be aſham'd in a ſhort 
time to be thought to do any ſort of bu- 
6 _ I fear I muſt get the gout by drink- 
purely for a faſhionable pretence to fit 
ä Pe long enough to tranſlate four books of 
Homer. I hope you'll by chat time be up 
again, and I may ſucceed to the bed ind 
couch of my predeceffor : Pray cauſe the 
ſtuffing to be repaired, and the crutches 
ſhorten d for me. The calamity of your 
gout is what all your friends, that is to ſay 
all that know you, muſt ſhare in; ; we de- 
fire you in your turn to condole with us, 
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Ni, eurious Piece was entitled, A — Key to 
the What · ꝙ ye · call it. Ir aut auritten by ene Griffin 4 
© Player, aſſſied by Lewis Theobald. 
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Mr. Pop to Mr. ConGrfve. gg 
who are under a perſecution, and much 
afflicted with | a diſtemper Which proves 
grievous to many poets, a Criticiin. We 
have indeed ſome reliev ing intervals of labgh- 
ter, (as you know there are in ſome Piſ- 
eaſes; ) and it is the opinion of divers good 
gueſſers, that the laſt fit will not be more 


violent than advantageous; for poets: af- 


fail'd by critics, are like men bitten by 
1 arantula s, they dance on ſo much the 
| ſter. Ty „„ „ DEESLIE Hh A 

Mr. Thomas Burnet hath play' d the pre- 
curſor to the coming of Homer, in a trea- 
tiſe call'd Homerides. He has ſince riſen 
very much in his criticiſms, and after aſ- 
kulung Homer, made a daring attack upon 
the * ¶ bat-d ye-callit. Yer is there not a 
proclamation iſſued for the burning of Ho- 
mer and the Pope by the common 'hang- 
man; nor is the V bat-d ye-calllit yet ſilenꝰ d 
by che Lord- Chamberlain. They ſhall ſur- 
vive the conflagration of his father's works, 
and live after they and he are damned; 
(for that the B — p of S. already is fo, is 
the opinion of Dr. Sacheverel and the Church 
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give you an account. of the extraordi- 
gry company ſhe had on the. road; which 
ſince ſhe cannot do, I will... F 
It was the enterprizing Mr. Lintott, the” . 
redoubtable rival of Mr. Ton/or, who mount- 
ed on a ſtonehorſe, (no diſagreeable compa- 
nion to your Lordſhip's =_ overtook me 
in W, xy a at ar He ſaid, he heard 1 de. 


> = 


0 „ines with two quarts of wine, be- " 
« ſides my converſation. I thought myſelf. 
« cockſure of his horſe, which he readily . 
a 121 me, but faid, that Mr. Tonſor.. 
te had juſt ſuch another deſign of going to 
ec Cambr ides. expecting there the copy. of 
«S Comment *. the Revelations ; and if 
ati $3". Mr. Tonſon 
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Mr. Tonſon went, he was prengag'. ro 
* atrend him, being to hee [ths n 
&« of the ſaid e U | 
| Ws in park; ow this tonehorſe of 
- publiſher, which he had of Mr. O. 
* for a debt; he lent me too the pret- 
ty boy you ſee after me; he was a ſmutty 
dog yeſterday, and coſt me near two hours 
to waſh the ink off his face: but the De- 
vil is a fair- condition d Devil, and very 
forward in his / catechiſe : if you have any 
more baggs, he ſhall carry them. 
I choughe Mr, Lintott's civility not to 
be neglected, ſo gave the boy a ſmall bagg, 
containing three ſhirts and an Elzevir Vir. 
gil; and mounting in an inſtant proceeded 
dn the road, with my man before, my 
curteous ſtationer beſide, _ Fig aforeſaid 
Devil behind. | | 
Mr. Lintoft egen in this manner. & Now” 
te damn them! what if they ſhould put it 
„ into the news- paper, how you and I 
* went together to - Oxford? why what 
would 1 cate? If I ſhould go down into 
. Suſſex, they would ſay I was gone to 
the Speaker. But what of that? if my 
* ſon were but big enough to go on with 
te the buſineſs, by G-d I would keep as 
good company as old Facob,” | 
Hereupon I enquir'd of his ſon. The 
" =" (lays he) has fine parts, but is ſome- 
K 1 what 
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0 What fickly,, myeb as you, are I ſpare. 


fo education, at Weſtmun-. 
fer. Pray. don't you. think WeRmenſter. 
to be the beſt ſchool in England? moſt. 
«of the late Miniſtry. came out of it, ſo 


ct did many of thrs. Miniſtry ; [ hope, $6 


* boy, will make his fortune.“ 77 
Dont you delign to let him.. paſs a year 
at Oxford ? « To what purpole?, (faid he) 
« the Univerſities do but make Pedants, 
« and Lind to n bim a man of By-. 


| c«  fineſs.” BY y N 


As Mr. Linrart was talking, 1 obſery d 
he fate uneaſy on his ſaddle, for which I 
expreſs d ſome ſollicitude: Nothing ſays he, 
I can bear it well enough; but fince We 
have the day before us, mechinks it would 
be very. pleaſant for you. to reſt a-while. 
under the Woods. en were. alighted, 
<« See here, what 4 mighty pretty Horace I 
have in my pocket? what if you amus'd 
« your ſelf in turning an Ode, till we mount 
« again ? Lord! if you pleas d, What a 
<« clever Miſcellany might you make at 85 
„ ſure hours. Perhaps I. may, faid. I, if 
we ride on; the motion is an aid to my 
fancy; a round trott very much awakens 
my ſpirits. Then jog on apace, ang ] rl 
think as hard as I can, 3 
Silence enſu'd for a full hour; 7 
which Mr. Lintott ud. the reins, 1 
| ſhort 
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wort, 00d broke our, „Well Sir, how far 
a « have you gone?” I anſwer d ſeven miles. 
0 Ze Sir, "faid Linterr, 1 chought you 
ee had done ſeven ftanza's,  Oldfworth in 
& a ramble round Wimbleron-hill, would 
« tranſlate a whole Ode in half this time. 
ll fay that for O/a/iorth, (tho' 1 loſt by 
« his Timothy s) he tranſlates ati Ode of 
Horace the quickeſt of any man in Eu- 
gland. 1 remember Dr. King would write 
« yerſes in a tavern three hours after he 
« could n't ſpeak: and there's Sir Richard 
4 ö in that rumbling old Chariot of his, be- 
« tween Pleet-ditch and St. Giles's pound 
«ſhall make you half a fob.” 
Fray Mr. Lintot? (faid 1) now you talk 
of "Tranſlators, what is your method of ma- 
naging chem? * Sir (replied he) thoſe are 
* «i e ſaddeſt pack of rogues in the world: 
In a hungry fit, they'll ſwear they un- 
e derſtand all che languages in the uni- 
r verſe: T have known one of them take 
& down 4 Greet book upon my counter 
And cry, Ay this is Hebrew, I muſt read 
it from 45 latter end. By G-d I can 
« never be ſure in theſe fellows, for I nei- 
Inet underſtand Greet, Latin, French, 
« nor Italian my ſelf. But this is my 
0 1. I agree with them for ten ſhillings 
24 ſheer, with a proviſo, that I will 
ave their doings cotrected by whom 1 
mn K 2 pleaſe; 
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« pleaſe; ſo; by one or other they are led 
Fay ty laſt to the;;true: ſenſe of an L 
my judgment giving the negative to all 
my Tranſlacors:”:;But how are you ſe- 
cute that thoſe correctors may not impoſe 
upon you!? 8 Why I get any civil gentle- 
* man, (eſpecially any Scotchman) chat 
comes into my ſhop, to read the origi- 
% nal to me in Enxgliſb; by this I 'know 


«whether my firſt Tranſlator. be deficient, 


i zl whether my ere merits : is 
off Iu tell you what 3 to me e lalt 


2 month: I bargain'd with 8 for 


« a new verſion of Lucretius to publiſh 
« againſt Tonſon's; agreeing to pay the au- 


* thor ſo many ſhillings at his producing 


'& ſo. many lines, He made a great pro- 
e greſs in a very ſhort time, and I gave it 


to the corrector to compare with the 
Latin; but he went directly to Creech's 


<« tranſlation, and found it the ſame word 
« for. word, all but the firſt page. Now, 
hat dye think I did? I: arreſted. ithe 
« Tranſlator for a cheat; nay, and I ſtopt 


the Correfor's pay too, upon this proof 


<« that he had made uſe . ' Creech d 


of the original. 980% 


Pray tell me next how you; dep mich 
* Le « Sir (ſaid he) nothing more 
en: I. can —— the moſt formidable 
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ba of them; the rich one's for a ſheet a- 
piece of the blotted manuſcript, which 
jk coſts! me nothing. They'll go about 
with it to their ãcquaintance, and pre- 
r tend they had it from the author, Wh0 
ſubmitted to their correction: this has 
given ſome of them ſuch am air, chat in 
t time they come to be conſulted with, 
-* and dedicated to, as the top Critics of 
«the town, =— As for the poor Critics, 
ll give you one inſtance of my manage- 
« 0M by which you may. gueſs at the 
* omg A lean man that look d like a very 
. ſcholar, came to me t other day; 
turn d over Homer, ſhook his head, 
. ſhrug'd up his ſhoulders, and Piſh'd at 
every linè of it; One would , wonder 
„ (ſays he) at the ftrange preſumption of 
et nen; Homer is no. ſuch eaſy taſt, that 
et every Stripling, every Verfifter ———— he 
was going on when my Wife call'd ro 
dinner: Sir, ſaid I, will you pleaſe to 
eat a piece of beef. with me? Mr. Lintott, 
4 aid he, I am ſorry you ſbould be at the 
:« expence. f this great book, I am really con- 
A cern d on your account — Sir I am much 
b to you: if you can dine upon a 
« piece of beef, together with a ſlice of 
is pudding -— Mr. Lintort, J do not jay but 
Mr. Pope, if he would condeſeend to ad. 
e viſe with men of learning — Sir, the pud- 
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ding is upon. the table, if yo on. preaſe to 
go in —— My critic complies, he comes 
< to a taſte of your. poetry, and tells me 
te in the ſame breath, that the Boot is 
40 e and the Pudding excel- 
6 nt ; 
Now Sir (coneluded Mr. Lintott) in re- 
turn to the frankneſs I have ſhewn, pry 
tell me, © Is it the opinion of your frie 
at Court that my Lord I —— will be 
Fpbrought to the Bar or not? 1 told him 
J heard nt, and 1 hop'd it, my Lord be- 
ing one 1 had particular obligations to. 
That may be (reply d Mr. Lintott) but 
«by G- d if h he 1 wy 1 (hall loſe the Pente 
4 A of a very good Trial. 

Theſe my Lord are a few traits by 
which you may diſcern the genius of my 
friend Mr. e which I have choſen 
for the ſubject of a letter. I dropt him ag 
ſoon as I got to Oxford, and paid a viſit 
to my Lord Carlion at Middleton. 
The converſations I enjoy here are not 
to be -prejudic'd by my pen, and the plea- 
ſures from them only to be equal d when 
I meet your Lordſhip. I hope in a few 

days to caſt my wt ages tals. 
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Am Oy ou a long letter, but all 
"the edit I feel in it is, dar: it? 
makes me during the time think more! 
| oy of my being far from you. I fan- 
cy if 1 were ag Foy . Teod d remove ſome 
of the uneafineſs which you may have felt 
from the oppoſition of the world, and 
which you ſhould be aſham'd to feel, 
fitice it is but the teſtimony: which one 
rt of it gives you that your merit is un- 
queſtionable : What wou'd you have ather- 
viſe, from ignorance, envy, or thoſe tem 
pare which: vie with you in your .own way? 
this in mankind, that when our 
ambition is unable to attain its end, it is 
2 only Bl re: but exaſperated too at 
the vanity of its labours; then we ſpeak 
ill of 0 bop ppier ſtudies, and fighing con» 
excellence winch we Und ore 

78 iy * Zoilus Which you 68d to write 
about, I finiſh'd laſt kde and left in 
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town, I waited till I came up to ſend it 
you, but not arriving here before your book | 
was out, imagin d it a loſt piece gf labour. 
If you will fill haye i it, you need only wy 
me word. 
I have bewe cken che Firſt Book of Ho- 
er, which came out at a time When it 
cou d not hut appear as a kind of ſetting 
up againſt JW: My opinion is, that you 
may if you leaſe,” give them, thanks who 
it it. Neil er the numbers nor the ſpi- 
kit have an equal maſtery with yours ; bur 
"what ſarprizes me more is, that, a ſcholar 
bein concern'd, there ſhould” hippen to 
7 8 ome miſtakes. in the author's ſenſe; 
ſuch as putting the light of Pallubs 
5 5 into the eyes of Achilles; making 
e taunt of Achilles to Hamemmon, 0 5 
he ſhould have ſpoils when Troy fhould be 
taken) to be a cool and ſerlous pro ofal; 
the K. What you call 'abiurion by 
the Word ate, and 10 leaving Water our 
of the rite © Tuftration, Ec. büt vou muſt 
have taken notice of this before: I write 
not to inform you, but to. ſhew 1 always 
have you at heart. 
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Some 40 we 8 or ET ; FTA le- 

and my ſelf exerting; that right which 
readers Pan, to over Authors, fate 
20 70 8 pon the two new. Tranfla- 8 
1 of the firſt Thad. Without partia- 
7 to my country-men, I aſſure you they 
gave the preference Where it was 
5 ve; ; being vnanimoully of opinion, that 
rours Was equally juſt to the ſenſe wick 
, and without compariſon 
þ ore. eaſy, more poetical, and more. ſub- 
lime. But I] will fay no more on ſuch a 


; read-bare. ſubjeR, as your late performance 

4. at this time. , i 
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Extract 
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| err OD Fuly 8, 1715. 
l have juſt ſet down Sir Samuel 
Garth at the Opeta. He bid me tell you 


that every body is pleas d with your” Tran 
ion, but a few at Bu#tor's ; and that 
Sir Richard Steele told him, that Mr. Ad. 
difen faid Ticke''s tranſlation was the beſt 
that ever was in any language. He treats 
ed me with extream civility, and out of 
kindneſs gave me a ſqueeze by the Sor 
finger, —I am inform'd' that at Burton 
6.0. „ your charaQer is made very free with 38 
Ads. 0 ), morals, &c. and Mr, 4 — fays, that your 
Tranſlation and Ticke/'s are both very well 
done, but that the latter has more of Homer. 
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ir Richard Steele afterwards, in his Preface to an Edi. 
tion of the Drummer, a Comedy by Mr. Addiſon, Haus it 
to be his opinion, that not Mr. Tictel but Mr. Addijor 
himſelf was the Perſon that tranſlated this book. 
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— congratulate you pen Tickel's 
firſt. Book. It does not indeed. want. ty 
merit; but 1 Er. ſtrangely diſappointed in 
my expectation of a Tranſlation nicely trus 
to the original; whereas in thoſe parts 
where the 2 exactneſs ſeems. to be 
demanded, he. has. been the leaſt careful, 
IL mean the Hiſtory of ancient Ceremonies 

and Ritet, &c. in which you n 00 

great er den * 
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portunity given me 
: of Shrewshury, to 


T Lay 1 hold of the 0 
by my Lord Du 


238 LE TrRIS de 
aflure you of the continuance of that eſteem 
ane Alcon I have long born you, and 
the memory of ſo many agreeable conver- 
ſations as we have paſs d together. I wiſh 
it were a compliment to ſay ſuch conver- 
ſations ag are nat to be found on this fide 
of the Water: for the Spirit of Diſſention 
is gone forth among us; nor is it a won- 
der that Buttons is no longer Button's, when 
Ola England is no longer Old England, that 
region of hoſpitality, ſociety, and good hu- 
mour. Party affects us all, even the i wits, 
tho! they gain as little by politicks as they 
do by their wit. We talk much of fine 
ſertſe; refin'd ſenſe, and exalted: ſenſe; but 
for uſe and happineſs give me a little com- 
mon ſenſe. I ſay this in regard to ſome 
gentlemen, profeſs d wits of our acquain- 
tance, who fancy they can make Poetry of 
conſequence at this time of day, in the 
midſt of this raging fit of Politicks. For 
they tell me, the buſy part of the nation are 
not more divided about Whig and Tory 
than theſe idle fellows of the Feather about 
Mr. Ticks and my Tranſlation. T (like 
the Toryes) have the town in general, that 
is the mob, on my ſide; but tis uſual with 
the ſmaller Party to make up in induſtry: 
what. they want in number, and that's the 
caſe with the little Senate of Cato. Hows 
ever, if our Principles be n 


rer DAME SEE RL - 25G. Bo Oe 4 9h 


Mr /P1O!PTET G. aog 
muſt appear:a brave Mig, and Mr; Tickebs . 
rank Tory; L tranſlated Hamer for the pub- 
lick in general, he 10 gratify, the inordi- 
nate deſires of One man only. We have 
it ſeems, a great Tur in Poetry, who can ne- 
ver bear a Brother on the throne; and has 
his Mutes too, a ſett of Nodders, Winkers, 
and Whiſperers, whoſe buſineſs is to ſtrangle 
all other offsprings of wit in their bi 
'The new Tranflator of Homer is the hum 
bleſt ſlave he has, that is to ſay, his firſt 
Miniſter; let him receive the honours he 
gives him, but receive them with fear and 
trembling: let him be proud of the ap- 
probation: of his abſolute Lord; I» 2 
to the People, as my rightful judge and 
maſters ; and if they are not inclind to 
condemn me, I fear no arbitrary high- flying 
proceedings from the ſmall Court- faction 
at Button s. But after all IL have ſaid 
of this great Man, there is no rupture be- 
tween us: We are each of us ſo. civil and 
obliging, that neither thinks he is ohliged. 
And I for my part treat with him, as we 
do with the Grand Monarch; who has too 


many great qualities not to be reſpected, 


cho we know he e ALY, coal to 
N us. 


When I Walk 7 Wm L muſt not Xo 


6a early Preſent you made me of Mono 
eur de la Matte's Be 
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ook, And I can't conr 
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Heres [this letter without telling y 


miliar way. 


' « js abundance of Noiſe and Clamovr ue, 


W * 
oo 4 oY 
ie ee of news which Forks our” 


are no more! vou ſee I write in the old . 
» This is not to the Miniſter 
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but to the Friend. However, it is ſome 
mark of unconimon regard to the Miniſter, 
that I ſteal N bet g A 5 / 
of State. wy 
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Fi: was one of we, Enigma's of P, b. 

as, When the Winds riſe, je, uns the 

A modern Writer explains this 

555 * When popular Tumults begin, pt 5 
"to Solttudes, or ſuch places where Fecho's are. 

” commonly found; Rocks, Wosds, &c. I ami 


rather of opinion it ſhould be inter ered, 
« When Rumours increaſe, and e | 


« lieve the ſecond Report? This 1 think 
ag more exactly with the Eccho, and id 
the more natural — of the Nadel. g 


Sir W. TRUMBULE: ure 


1 


At 
However it pen of theſe precepi is 
extreamly, proper zo be followed. as: this fear 
e . e 
999560 


that of N <7 1 = ravage — 
Floods and Tempeſts, to the precipitaney of 


ſome, and the ruin of others, which I fear 
will be our daily 9 in London. 
1 Sal, my {elf with you, to 
_ contemplate. the wonders of God in the 
firmament, rather than the madneſs of man 
on the earth. But I never had ſo much 
cauſe as now to complain of my poetical 
ſtar, that fixes me at this tumultuous: time, 
to attend the gingling of rhimes and the 
meaſuring” of ſyllables: To be almoſt the 
only trifler in the nation; and as ridic 
lous as the Poet in Perronius, who whils 
all the reſt in the we were 2 labour- 
ing or praying for life, was ſcrate his 
| l in 2 lite room, 10 write a = * a 
ſcription of the tem | 
Tou tell me you 760 the ſound of no. 
arms but thoſe * Achilles : for my part c 
like them as little as the others. I liſt- 
ed my ſelf in the battles of Homer, and I. 
am. no ſooner i in war, but like moſt other , 
e with my { ſelf out again, 


vo | 
* 4 one as to be a lover of Mankind. 
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7 * n withing Quiet | 
to our native country: Quiet in the ſtate, 


which like charity in religion, is too much 
the perfection and happineſs of either, to 
be broken or violated on any pretence of 
rs pect whatſoever: Fire and ſword, and 
and faggot are equally my avekſion. 
8 can pray for oppoſite A and for 
poſite religions, with great fincerity. I 
A to be a lover of one's Country is 4 ble. 
ogy, but I do not chink it fo gear 


Mr. —— and I ſometimes Celebrate 
you under ' theſe denominations,” and join 


Four health with that of the whole world ; 
a truly Catholick health; which far excels 
the poor natrow-ſpirited, *idiculous healths 


now in faſhion, to this Church, ot that 


N N *Chur, ch: Whatever our teachers may. ſay, : 


they muſt give us leave at leaſt to i ge- 
W eußy⸗ Theſe, dear Sir; are my gene- 
ral diſpoſitions, but whenever Þ ray or wiſh 
for N you are one of the firſt in 
the „ . my g 
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5357 Son es! | Hive N . 1 a 
"4p! e Denen af 8 fan. 19, Cie. 
Ber Should be aſham d of my. - long idleneſs, 


al in not acknowledging your kind advice, 


about Echo, and your . ingenious ex- 
f 1 relating to Popular tumults: 
19 Lom to be very uſeful: And yet 
ive; me leave to tell you, that I keep my 

| elf to a ſhorter receipt of the ſame Py- 
85 2 which is Silence; and chis ſhall 
obſerve, if not the whole time of his diſ- 
1 3 yet at leaſt till Tour return into this 
eeountry. I am oblig'd: further to this me- 
2 er by the moſt ſevere weather I ever 


falt; when tho I keep as near by the fire as 


mer de, yet Gelidus concrevit frigore dun- 
guis: and often I apprehend the circulation 


def the blood begins to be ſtop'd. I have 


further, great loſſes (to a poor farmer) of 
my poor Oxen — [ntereunt pecudes, ſtant 

ci reumfuſe | ne Corpora n Boum, 
Se. - 


Pray comfort me if you can, by telling 


2 that your ſecond Volume of —— is 


not frozen; for it muſt be expreſs d very . 


 poetically ro ſay now, that the Preſſes 
5 uy 


* e p. TR I can- 
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214 , | LETTERS: e 
be forbear to add a piece of ar- 
tiſice I have been guilty of, len occaſion 
of my, being ob , HF to congratulate the 
birth-day of © a friend of mine: When 
finding I had no materials of my own, I 
very! frankly ſent him your imitation of 
Martial's Epigram on Antonius Primus . 
This has been applauded ſo much, that I 
am in danger of commencing Pot, Derr 
r (pray deſire my ny Veel fri | 
Rowe: to enter a Caveat) provided you will 
iure increaſe my Heck i this bank. 
which proceeding I have laid the foun- 
dation of my eſtate,” and as Bene as 
many others have ur theirs, * * But — oo 


being a little — as 
 _ofien/ ares I offer to you a pang oo hw: con- 


ceal'd the true author) whether you will 
give me orders to declare who is the 
Pather of 2 fine child; or not? What 
ever termine, m en and 
ink * frozen, that 2 cannot tank you 
more at large. Vou will forgive this ns 
en faults of, VOY ad 3 200] Y 
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Pour &e, 
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z Waere pail asus fegte we . 

ir William Trumbull was x. at Eaſthampſt in Berk- | 
ſhire: He aba, Fellow of All Souls College in Oxfard als 

= 2 of the Civil Law, 9 oe by King Chailes 5 
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0 as di ri hily remark, I 
I Fax on nigh in half a Wal Ss yet 
78 (ball ſee by this Letter upon the neck of 
my laſt, chat I pay a ee Tax, as we 
Non-Jurors ought © to do. © Your Ac- 
quaintance on This fide the Sea ate uns 
er terrible Apprehenſions, from your long 
Nay in Treland, that you may grow too © 
Polite for them; for we think (ſince the 
great ſucceſs of ſo damtb'd 4 Play as the 
Non-Juror) that Politeneſs is gone over 
the Water. But others are of opinion it 
has been longer among you, and was initro- 
duced much about the ſame time with 
Frogs, and with equal ducceſs. Poor Poetry? 
the little that's Ik of it here longs to 
| croſs the Seas, and leave Euſden in full 


| — 85 e PIER to Tailgier, thence E nvoy to Fl lo- 

wang T Gr. and in his way back; Envoy Extraordinary 

#o France; from thence, ſent by King James the Second Ambaſ- 
fader to the 88 Porte. Afterwards he was made Lord of 

the Treaſury, then Yo of 7 < pots _ the Duke of Shrewſ- 4 
aa which hg be end in 1697. He 'retir'd to: Faſt- \ 
hamſted, 7 Wind or Fe oreſt, and died in the Place of his Na- . 

| troity. in December 1716, aged T5 Yeart. Our Author cele- 

 brattd that Retirement in his Poem on the Foreſt, and addreft 


* * bisfrff Paliral at 16 * of A. 


% 


and 
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and peaceable Poſſeſſion of the Britiſh Lau- 
rel: And we begin to wiſn you had the 
ſinging of our Poets, as well as the croak- 
. ing of our Frogs, to yourſelves in Szcula 
Scæculorum. It would be well in exchange, 
if Par nelle, and two or three more of your 
Swans, would come hither, eſpecially that 
Swan, who, like a true modern one, does 
not ſing at all, Dr. Swift. I am (like the 
reſt of the World) a Sufferer by his Idle- 
neſs. Indeed J hate that any Man ſhould be 
idle, while I muſt tranſlate and comment; 
And I may the more fincerely wiſh for good 
Poetry from others, becauſe I am become 
a perion out of the queſtion ; for a Tranſ- 
lator is no more a Poet, than a Taylor is a 
Man. Fs 5 Ts 

You are. doubtleſs perſuaded of the Va- 
lidity of that famous Verſe, ' _ 
Ti Expettation makes a Bleſſing dear: 


but why would you make your Friends fon- 
der of you than they are? There's no man- 


ner of need of it We begin to expect | 


you no more. than Antinchriſt. A Man 
that hath abſented himſelf ſo long from 
his Friends, ought to be put into the Ga- 
zette. | nt Wo, ory 
Every Body here has great nged of you. 
Many Faces have died for ever for want 
of your Pencil, and blooming Ladies have 
_  witherd 


Mr. POPE, Se 117 


wicher'd in expecting your return. Even 
Frank and Betty (that conſtant Pair) can - 
not conſole themſelves for your Abſence; 
I fancy they will be forced to make their 
own Picture in a pretty Babe, before you 
come home: 'Twill be a noble Subject fo 
a Family Piece, Come then, and having 
peopled Ireland with | a World of beau- 
tiful Shadows, come to us and ſee with 
that Eye (which, like the Eye of the World; 


btrtates Beauties by looking: on them) ſee, I 


ſay, how England has alter d the Airs of all 
its heads in your Abſence; and with what 
ſneaking City Attitudes: our moſt celebrated 
Perſonages appear in the meer een Works | 
of our Painters. , _- | 

Mr. Forteſcue is much indir Gaj com: 
memorates you; and laſtly (to climb by 
juſt ſteps and degrees) my Lord Burlington 
deſires you may be put in mind of him. 
His Gardens Aouilb. his Structures | riſe; 
his Pictures arrive, and (What is far nobler 
and more valuable than all) his own good 
Qualities daily extend themſelves to all 
about him: Whereof, I the meaneſt (next 
to ſome. Italian Chymiſts, Fidlers, Brick 
layers, and en am a . 
Laſincs,! 9 9 | 
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25 1 e | 
Nov. 14; 1726. 
Er done my utmoſt to lead 


my Life ſo pleaſantly as to forget all 
is fortunes, I ſhould tell you I reckoned 
your Abſence no ſmall one; but 1 
vou have alſo had many good and plea- 
ſant Reaſons to forget your Friends on this 
fide the World. If a wiſh could tranſport 
me to you, and your preſent Companions, 
I could do the ſame. Dr. Sit, J believe, 
is a very good Landlord, - and a chearful 
Hoſt at his own Table; I foppoſe he has 
perfectly learnt himſelf, what he has tau ght 
ſo many others, Rupta non inſanire lagena. 
Elſe he would not make a proper e 
5 humble Servant, who (you bewi 
cho? be drinks a Glaſs as ade as any 
| Man, contrives to break one as often. But 
tis a Conſolation to me, that I can do 
this, and many other ene under 
my own Roof. 

But chat you nd 1 0 upon equal 
terms of all friendly Lazineſs, and have 
taken an inviolable Oath to each other, 
always to do what we will; 1 ſhould 
*. roach you for ſo long a flence. The 
amends you can make for ſaying 


2 


Mr. POPE, Er. 119 
nothing to me, is by ſaying all ch 
you W of me, eh * that I heartily 
love and eſteem the Dean, and Dr. Par- 
nelle. . | | 
Gay is yours and theirs. . His Spirit is 
e NN much in the Cauſe of the 
Dean, which has broke forth in a cou- 
rageous Couplet or two upon Sir Richard 
Bl. He has printed it with his Name 
to it, and bravely aſſigns no other Reaſon, 
than that the ſaid Sir Richard has abuſed 
Dr. Swift. I have alſo fuffered in the 
like Cauſe; and ſhall ſuffer more; unleſs 
Parnelle ſends me his Zoilus and Bookworm 
(which the Biſhop of Clogher, I hear greatly 
extols) it will be ſhortly, Concurrere Bellum 
atque Virum. - love you all, as much as 
I deſpiſe moſt Wits in this dull 88 
Ireland has turned the tables upon England; 
and if I have no Poetical Friend in my 
own Nation, I'll be as proud as Scipio, 
and fay (ſince I am reduced to Skin and 
| prone Ingrata patria, ne oſſa quidem ha- 
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3 Nov $9, 29,, 1716, 
1 . Ar you Fre not Tad from me 
i of laze, aſcribe not to the uſpal lazi- 
Tels of your, Correſpondent, but to a ram- 
ple to Ox ferd, where yqur name is men- 
tion'd with honour, even in a land flowing 
with Tories. 1 had the good fortune there 
to be often in the converſation: of Doctor 
Clarke : ; He entertain'd me with feveral 
rawings, and particularly with the origi- 
nal deſigns of Inigo Jones's: Whitehall, I 
by ere ſaw and reverenced ſome of your firſt 
leces ; which future Painters are to look 
vpon as we Poets do on the Culex of Virgil | 
and Batrachom. of Homer. : 

Having named this latter piece, give me 
leave to alk: what is become of Dr. Parnelle 
and his Frogs? Oblitusgue meorum, obliviſc 
cendus & iis might be Horace's wiſh, but 
will never be mine, while I have ſuch meg- 
rums as Dr. Parnelle and Dr. Swift, I hope 
the ſpring will reſtore you to us, and 
with you all the beauties and colours of 
nature. Not but I congratulate you on the 

leaſure you muſt take in being admir'd in 
Toe: own Country, which ſo feldom hap- 
pens to Prophets and Poets. But in this you 
| have 
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Mr. POPE, &c. 121 
have the Advantage of Poets; you are 
Maſter of an Art that muſt proſper and 
grow rich, as long as people love, or are 
proud of themſelves, or their own perſons. 
However, you have ſtay'd long enough, me- 
thinks, to have painted all the numberleſs 
Hiſtories of old Ogygiæ. If you have begun 

to be Hiſtorical, I recommend to your 
hand the ſtory which every pious Jriſpman ' 
ought to begin with, that of St. Patrick: | 
To the end you may be obliged (as Dr. P. 
was, when he tranſlated the Batrachomuo- 
machia) to come into England to copy the 
Frogs, and ſuch other Vermine as were ne- 
ver ſeen in that land ſince the time of that 
Eren, pnuor point BE WRIT 
I long to fee you a Hiſtory Painter. You 
have already done enough for the Private, 
do ſomething for the Publick ; and be not 
confined, like the reſt, to draw only ſuch 
filly ſtories as our own faces tell of us. The 
Ancients too expect you ſhould do them 
right; thoſe Statues from which you learn'd 
your beautiful and noble Ideas, demand it 
as a piece of Gratitude from you, to make 
them truly known to all nations, in the ac- 
count you intend to write of their Charac- 
ters. I hope you think more warmly than 
ever of that noble deſign. 
As to your enquiry about your Houſe, 
when I come within the walls, they put 


P 4 me 
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me in mind of thoſe of Cartha 
your Friend, like the wandring Deny 


Auimum Pittura paſeit inani. 


For the ſpacious Manſion, like a Turkiſh 
Caravanſerah, entertains the Vagabond with 
only bare Lodging. I role the f Family very 
ill, keep , Hours, and lend out your 
Pictures about the Town. See what it is 
to have a Poet in your Houſe! Frank in- 
deed does all he can in ſuch a Circumſtance, 
for conſidering he has a wild Beaſt in ir, 
he: conſtantly keeps the Door chain'd, 
Every time it is open'd, the Links rattle, 
the ruſty Hinges roar, the Houſe ſems 
ſo ſenſible that you are its ſupport, that it 
is ready to drop in your Abſence; but 1 
ſtill truſt bh myſelf e its Roof, as depend- 
ing that Providence will preſerve ſo many 

| Raphaeks, Titian's and Guido's, as are lodg'd 

in your Cabinet. Surely the Sins of one 


Poet can hardly be ſo heavy, as to bring 


an old Houſe over the Heads of ſo many 
Painters. In a word, your Houſe is fal- 
ing, bur what of that i ? I am re a 
Lodger. 


- * — _ * 


— ” TY N 2 3 
L * % + % 4 #5 


Mr e — zo o Me page 
_ Paris, Schr. 1 17 16. 
A ST = bracgbe me the fayour af 
B- your letter of the 10th Aug. O. S. It 
would be taking too much upon me to de- 
cide,' that 'twas a Witty one; T never pre- 
tend to more judgment than to know: what 
aſes me, and can aſſure you, it was a very 
Agreeable one. The proof I can give you of 
my ſincerity in this Opinion, is, chat I hope 
and deſire you would not ſtop at this, but 
cantinue more of them. 

T am in a place where Pleaſure is con- 
cinually flowing. The Princes ſer che Ex- 
ample, and he Subjects follow at a diſtance. 
The Ladies are of all pores, by. which 
means the converſation of the Men is very 
much ſoftened and faſhioned from: thoſe 
blunt diſputes. on Politicks, and rough ſeſts, 

we axe ſo guilty of; while the Freedom of 
the Womeg takes away all Formality and 
Conſtraint. I muſt own, at the ſame time, 
theſe Beauties are a little too artificial for 
my Taſte; you have ſeen a French Picture, 
the Original is more painted, and ſuch a 
cruſt of Powder and eſſence in their Hair, 
that 70 can * no difference en 
lack 
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black and red. By diſuſing Stays, and in- 
dulging themſelves at Table, they are run 
out of all Shape; but as to that, they 
may give a good reaſon, they prefer Con- 
veniency to Parade, and are this means 
as ready, as t are encrall WY to 
be Charitable. wr 4 A 2 
I- am ſurpriz d to and I have wrote 1 
Aueh Scandal; I fancy I am either ſetting 
up for a Wit, or ima e I muſt Write 
in this Style to a Wit; I hope you'll prove 
à good natured one, and not only let me 
hear from you ſometimes, but forgive the 
ſmall Encouragement you meet with. If 
you'll compleat your favours, pray give my 
humble Services to Lords /— ck, '$f——, 
and Hy. I bave had my hopes and fears 
they would have abuſed me before this 
Time; I am ſure it is not my huſineſs to 
medgle With a neſt of Bees (I ſpeak only 
of the Honey.) I won't trouble my ſelf 
to finiſh finely, a true Compliment is better 
than a good one, and I can affure you 
without any, chat 1 am een nn * 


Stn, Tours, Se. 
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Th Rey: beg 8 rellen, to. Me 
en . 


Hire 225 had it in my thoughts. to 
trouble you with a Letter, but was 
Acouraged for want of ſomething chat I 
could think worth ſending fifteen hundred 
Miles. Italy is ſuch an he Subject, 


that, I dare fay, you'd eaſily forgiye my 


ſaying nothing of it; and the imagination 
of a Poer, is a thing ſo nice and delicate, 
that it is no caſy matter to find out Images 
capable of giving Pleaſure to one of the 
few, who (in any Age) have come up to 
that Character. I am nevertheleſs lately 
return'd from an Iſland, where 1 paſſed — 
or four Months, which, were it ſet out in 


its true Colours, might methinks amuſe 


you agreeabl enough for a minute or two. 
The Illand Inarime, is an Epitome of the 
whole Earth, containing within the compals 

f eighteen Miles, a wonderful variety of 
Fills Vales ragged Rocks, fruitful Plains, 


and barren ountains, all thrown: together 
in a moſt romantic Confuſion. The Air is 


I * 


nuſes, the Minute Philoſopher, &c 
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oat | Naples Oc. 22, N. 8. 1717. | 


Afterwards Biſhop of Cloyne in Ireland, a celebrated 
Metaphyfician, Author of: the N of” Hylas aud Philo- 
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in the hotteſt Seaſon, conſtantly refreſhed 
by cool breezes from the Sea. The Vales 
produce excellent Wheat and Indian Corn, 
but are moſtly covered with Vineyards, in- 
termixt with Fruit- trees. Beſides the com- 
mon kinds, as Cherries, Apricots, Pea- 
ches, &c. they produce Oranges, Limes, 
Almonds, Pomegranates, Figs, Water Me- 
lons, and many other Fruits unknown to 
our Climates, which lie every where open 
to the Paſſenger. The Hills are the greater 
part covered to the top with Vines, ſome 
with Cheſnut Groves, and others with 
thickets of Myrtle and Lentiſcus. The 
Fields in the Northern ſide are divided by 
hedge- rows of Myrtle. Several Fountains 
and Rivulets add to che Beauty of this Land- 
ſcape, which is likewiſe ſet off by the va- 
riety of ſome barren Spots, and naked Rocks, 
But that which crowns the Scene, is a large 
Mountain, riſing out of the middle of the 
_ Hland (once a terrible Volcano, by the An- 
cients called Mons Epomeus) its lower parts 
are adorned with Vines, and other Fruits, 
the middle affords Paſture to flocks of Goats 
and Sheep, and the top is a ſandy pointed 
Rock, from which you have the fineſt Pro- 

ſpect in the World, ſurveying at ene view, 
beſides ſeveral pleaſant Iſlands lying at your 
Feet, a tract of Italy about three hundred 
Miles in length, from the Promontory of 
Antium. 


F ww 
Antium, to the Cape of Palinurus. The 
133 part of which, hath been ſung b 

omer and Virgil, as making a conſiderable 
part of the Travels and Adventures of their 
two Heroes. The Iflands Caprea, Prochyta, 
and Parthenope, together with Cajeta, Cumæ, 
Monte Miſeno, the Habitations of Circe, 

the Syrens, and the Leſtrygones, the Bay 
of Naples, the Promontory of Minerva, and 
the whole Campagnia felice, make but a 
part of this noble Landſcape; which would 
demand an Imagination as warm, and num- 
bers as flowing as your own, to deſcribe it. 
The Inhabitants of this delicious Iſle, as 
they are without Riches and Honours, ſo. 
are they without the Vices and Follies that 
attend them; and. were they but as much. 
ſtrangers to Revenge, as they are to Ava- 
rice or Ambition, they might in fact anſwer. 
the poerical Notions of the Golden Age. 
But they have got, as an alloy to their Hap- 
dineſs, an ill habit of murdering one. 
Inother on flight Offences. We had an 
Inſtance of this the ſecond Night after our 
Arrival; a Youth of eighteen, being ſhoe. 
dead by our Door: And yet by the ſole ſecret 
of minding our own Buſineſs, we found 
a means of living. ſecurely among theſe 
dangerous People. Would you know how 
we paſs the time at Naples? Our chief En- 
tertainment is the Devotion of our Neigh- 


bours, 
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bours. Befides the gayety of their Churches 
(where Folks go to ſee what they call ana 
bella Devotione (i. e.)] a fort af Religious 
Opera, they make Fireworks almoſt every 
Week, out of Devotion; the Streets are 
often hung with Arras, out of Devotion; 
and (what is ſtill more ſtrange) the Ladies 
invite Gentlemen to their Houſes, and treat 
them with Mufick and Sweetmeats, out of 
Devotion; in a word, were it not for this 
Devotion of its Inhabitants, Naples would 
have little elſe to recommend it, beſide the 
Air and Situation. Learning is in no very. 
thriving ſtate here, as indeed no where elſe 
in Italy. However, among many pretenders, 
ſome Men of taſte are to be met with. A 
Friend of mine told me not long ſince, 
that being to viſit Salvini at Florence, he 
found him reading your Homer. He liked 
the Notes extreamly, and could find no 
other fault with the Verſion, but that he 
thought it approached too near a Paraphraſe; 
which ſhews him not to be ſufficiently ac- 
quainted with our Language. I wiſh you 
Health to go on with that noble Work, and 
when you have that, I need not wiſh. 
your Succeſs, You, will do me the Juſtice 
to believe, that whatever relates to your 
Welfare is ſincerely wiſhed,. b 7 
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Mr. Fope fo 3 Fg 


Dec. 12, 1700 | 
HE old project of a Window in the 
boſom, to render the Soul of Man 
Able is What every honeſt friend has 
manifold reaſon to wiſh for; yet even that 
would not do in our caſe, while you are ſo 
far ſeparated from me, and ſo long. I be- 
in to fear you'll die in Ireland, and that 
oy Denunciation will be fulfilled upon you, 
Hibernus es, & in Hibermam reverteris . 
1 ſhou'd be apt to think you in Sancbo's 
caſe; ſome Duke has made you Governor 
of an Iſland, or wet place, and you are ad- 
miniſtring Laws to the wild 1ri/h. But 1 
muſt own, when you talk of Building and 
Planting, you touch my String; and I am 
as apt to pardon you, as the Fellow that 
thought himſelf Jupiter would have par- 
don d the other Madman who call'd him- 
ſelf his Brother Neptune. Alas Sir, do you 
know whom you talk to? One that had 
been a Poet, was degraded to a Tranſſa- 
tor, and at laſt thro meer dulneſs is turn d 
an Architect. You know Martial's Cenſure 
Præconem facito, vel Arcbitectum. However 
1 one way left, to plan, 1 to elevate, and 
10 


3s EUEETTERS#f 
to ſurpriæt (as Bays ſays.) The next ybu 
may expect ta hear, is that I am in Debt. 

The Hiſtory of my Tranſplantation 
and Settlement which you defire, would 
require a Volume, were I to enumerate the 
many projects, difficulties, viciflitudes, and 
various fates attending that important part 
of my Life: Much more, fhould I deſcribe 
the many Draughts, Elevations, Profiles, 
Perſpectives, Gc. of every Palace and Gar- 
den propos d, intended, and happily raiſed; 
by the ſtrength of that Faculty wherein all 


great Genivs's excel, Imagination. At laſt; 
the Gods and Fate have fix'd me on the 
borders of the Thames, in the Diſtricts of 
Richmond. and Twickenham. It is here 1 
have L an entire Vear of my life, without 
any d abode in London, or more than 
caſting a tranfitory glance (for a day or two 
at moſt in a Month) on the pomps of the 
Town. It is here I hope to receive you, Sir, 
return d in trinmph from Erernizing the 
dreland of this Age. For you my Structures 


' riſe; for you my Colonades extend their 


Wings; for you my Groves aſpire, and 
Roſes bloom. And to ſay truth, I hope 
Poſterity (which no doubt will be made 
acquainted with all theſe things) will Took 
upon it as one of the principal Motives of 
my Architecture, that it was a Manfion 


prepar d to receive you, againſt your ow 


ſhould 


— 


Me. $6364 G 1 ir 


beni fa fall to duſt, which is deſtin d to be 


the Tomb. of poor —— and —— and the 
immortal Monument of the A of; two 
Touch SY, Tho have excell'd in Con- 
Nancy the very Rats of your. be 
What more can 1 tell you of my 

ſo mus and yo et all put coperher ſo little, 27 
I ſcarce cate, ot know, how to do it. But oy 
very reaſons that are againſt p utting It upon 
Paper, are as ſtrong for telli ing It Pp in 


Perſon; and I am uneaſy o be { lo long de- 


ny'd_ the ſatisfaction of it. 


At preſent I. conſider you bound i in by 
the Triſh Sea, like the Ghoſts in Re 


FER, Palus inamdbilis unda 
Alligat, & novies Styx circumfuſa dare, 


and 1 can't expreſs how 1 long to renew | 


our old intercourſe and converfarion, '0 OL 
morning Conferences, in. bed in the rr 


Room, our evening Walks in the Park, our 


amuſing Voyages on the Water, our philo- 
ſophical Suppers, our Lectures, our Diſſer- 
tations, our Gravities, our Reveries, our 
Fooleries, our whatnot? —— This awak- 
ens the memory of ſome of thoſe who 
have made a part in all theſe. Poor Parnelle, 


Garth, Rowe! You juſtly reprove me for 


not ſpeaking of the Death of the laſt: 
Parnelle ve of roo mych in my mind, to 


whoſe 


o 
SO IE note . YEP > ce i ens Fey 2 tg 


Whoſe Memory 1 am erecting the beſt Mo- 
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nument I can. What he gave me to publiſh, 
was but a ſmall part of what he left behind 
him, but it was the beſt, and I will not make 
ic worſe by enlarging it. I'd fain know if 
he be buried at Cheſter, or Dublin; and what 


care has been, or is to be taken for his 


Monument, &c. Vet I have not neglected 
my Devoirs to Mr. Rowe; I am writing. 


this very day his Epitaph for Weſtminſter- 
Abbey -=-- After theſe, the beſt natur d of 
Men, Sir. Samuel Garth, has left me in 


the trueſt concern for his los. His Death 
was very Heroical, and yet unaffe&ed enough 
to have made a Saint, or a Philoſopher Ri 
maus: But ill Tongues, and worſe Hearts 
have branded even his laſt Moments, as 
wrongfully as they did his Life, with Ir- 
religion. You muſt have heard many 
Tales on this Subject; but if ever there was 
a good Chriſtian without knowing 2 5 E 

ro, De Jo, it it was Dr, Garth. 
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To the Honourable Robert «© Digby. 


4 (33. 


 Chifwick, 1 2, Sal 
Dear Sir, 


Had pleas'd myſelf ſooner in writing 
to you, but that I have been your Su 
ceſſor in a Fit of Sickneſs, and am not yet 
ſo much recovered; but that L have thoughts 
of uſing your * Phyſicians. They are as 
grave Perſons as any of the Faculty, and 
(like the Antients) carry their own Medi- 
caments about with them. But indeed the 
Moderns are ſuch lovers of Raillery, that 
nothing is grave enough to eſcape them. 
Let em laugh, but People will ſtill have 
their Opinions: As they think our Doctors 
Aſſes to them, we'll think Wan Mgt to 
our Doctors. 8 


* Aſſes. 5 


$. 
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I am glad you are ſo much in a better 


tate of Health, as to allow me to jeſt 


about it. My concern, when I heard of 
your Danger, was ſo very ſerious, that I 
almoſt take it ill Dr. Evans ſhould tell you 
of it, or you mention it. I tell you fairly, 
if you and a few more ſuch people were to 


leave the World, I would not give fix-pence 
to ſtay in it. 


I am not ſo much congern as to the 
pour, whether you are to live fat or lean: 
oſt Men of Wit or Honeſty are uſually 
decreed to live very lean ; ſo I am inclined 
to the opinion that tis decreed you ſhall : 


However be comforted, and reflect that 


you'll make the better Buſto for it. 
Tis ſomething particular in you, not to 


* fatisfied with ſending me your own 


Books, but to make your Acquaintance 
continue the frolick. Mr. Wharton foro d 
me to take Gorbodud, which has ſince done 
me great credit with ſeveral people, as it 
has done Dryden and Oldbam ſome diſ- 
kindneſs, in ſhewing there is as much diffe- 
rence between their Gorbuduc, . and this, 

as between Queen Anne, and King George. 
Ho is truly a ſcandal, chat Men ſhould 


Write with contempt of a Piece which 


hey never once ſaw, as thoſe two Poets 
did, who were ignorant even of the Sex, 
as well as Senſe, of Gorboduc. 

710 J 2 © Adieu! 


PHH ue 

Adieu! I am going to forget you: this 
minute you took up all my mind, the 
next I ſhall think of nothing but the Terms 
of Agamemnon, and the Recovery of Bri- 
ſeis. I ſhall” be Achilles's humble Servant 
theſe two months (with the good leave 
of all my re I have no Ambition 
ſo ſtrong at preſent, as that noble one 
of Sir Salathiel Lovel, Recorder of London; 
To furniſh out a decent and plentiful 
Execution, of Greeks and Trojans— It is 
not to be expreſt how heartily I wiſh 
the Death of all Homer's Heroes, one after 
another. The Lord preſerve me in the Day 
of Battle, which is juſt approaching! Dear 
Sir, join in your prayers for me, and know 
me to be always (whether I live, die, or am 


GN as a Poet) 
FR | TN _ Faithfull, 


* 
ons 
T3 * ad — 
o «<4 
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London, March 31, 1718, | 


— Sir, 


| O convince you wow Veils: pain I 

I give myſelf, in correſponding with 

Men of good Nature, and good Underſtand- 
ing, you ſee I omit to anſwer your Letters 
till a time, when another man would be 
— to on he had received them. If 


3 cherefore 
\ 


136 LETTERS of 


therefore you are ever moved on my ac- 
count by that Spirit, which I take to be 

as familiar to you as a Quotidian Ague, 
7 mean the Spirit of Goodneſs, pray never 
ſtint it, in any fear of obliging me to a Ci- 
vility beyond my natural Inclination : I dare 


truſt you, Sir, not only with my Folly 


when I write, but with my Negligence 
when I do not; and W _— 3 5 
pardon for either. | 
If I knew how to entertain you thro! the | 
reſt of this Paper, it ſhould be porch and 
diverſified with Conceits all over; 
ſhould be put out of breath with Laughter 
ateach Sentence, and pauſe at each Period, 
to look back over how much Wit you had 
paſs'd. But I have found by experience, 
that people now-adays regard Writing as 
little as they do Preaching : The moſt we 


can hope is to be heard, juſt with Decenc 
and Patience, once a week, by Folks in the 


Country: Here in Town we hum over a 

iece of fine Writing, and we whiſtle at a 
4 cok The Stage is the only place we 
ſeem alive at; there indeed we ftare, and 
roar, and clap hands for K. George and the 
Government. As far all other Virtues but 


this Loyalty, they are an obſolete Train, 
ſo ill-dreſs'd, that Men, Women, and Chil- 
dren hiſs em out of all good Company. 


Humility knocks ſo ſneakingly at the * 
that 
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that every Footman out-raps it, and makes 
it give way to the free Entrance of 3 
Prodigality, and Vain-glory. 91 

My Lady Scudamore, from having coſti. 
cated in your Company too long, really 
behaves herſelf ſcandalouſly among us: She 
pretends to open her eyes for cha ſake of 
ſeeing the Sun, and to ſleep. becauſe” it is 
Night : ; drinks Tea at nine in the Morn- 
ing, and is thought to have ſaid her Prayers 
before; talks without any manner of ſhame 
of good Books, and has not ſeen Cibber's 
Play of the Non- juror. I rejoyced the other 
8 day to ſee a Libel on her Toilette, which 
gives me ſome hope that you have at leaſt 
à Taſte of Scandal left you, in defect of all 
other Vices. 
Upon the whole matter, 1 hearelly wiſh 
you well; but as I cannot entirely defire 
the ruin of all the Joys of this City, ſo all 
that remains is to wiſh you wou'd keep 
your Happineſs to yourſelves, that the 
h appieſt here. may not die with Envy at 
a i which they cannot attain to. 


1 am, &c. 


* 
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Dear Sir, | May 1, 1720. © 

OU'LL think me very full of my ſelf, _ 
when after a long Silence (which 


4 however 
4 - 
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 however-to' ſay truth has rather been em<- 
ploy d to contemplate of you, than to for- 
get you I begin to talk of my own Works. 
find it is in the Finiſhing a Book, as in 
concluding 2 Seſſion of Parliament, one al- 
ways: thinks it will be very ſoon, and finds 
it very late. There are many unlook'd-for 
Incidents to retard the Clearing any fublick 
Account, and ſo I ſee it is in mine. I have 
plagued my ſelf, like great Miniſters, wit 
undertaking too much for one Man, an 
with a Deſire of doing more than wasexpedt: 
ed from me, have —— leſs than I ought. 
For having deſignd Four very laborioug 
and uncommon; forts of Indexes to Homer, 
m forced, for want of time, to publiſh 
two only; the deſign of which you will pwn 
to be pretty, tho far from being fully exe- 
cuted. Ive alſo been oblig'd to leave un- 
finiſh'd in my desk the Heads of two Eſſays, 
one on the Theology and Morality of Homer, 
and another on the Oratory of Homer and 
V. irgil. So they muſt wait for future Edi- 
tions, or periſh; and (one way or other, no 
great matter which) dabit Deus his * 
8 7 
I think of you every day, I aſſure you, 
even without ſuch good Memorials of you 
as your Siſters, with whom I ſometimes talk 
of you, and find it one of the moſt agree- 
able of all ſubjects to them. My Lord 
Digby 


Mr. FO PE, Ge. . 139 
muſt — etuall remember d by 

Dis 0 ever Ry im, 5 knew his Thit- 
dren. There needs no more than an ac, 
quaintance with your Family, to make all 
| Elder Sons wiſh" they! ad Fathers to t 

4. can't touch upon the fubj ec of 15 
Love, without putting you in a of an 
old Woman, who has a. ſincere, hearty,, ol - 
 faſhion'd reſpect for you, and conſtantly 
blames her Son for not having writ ie you 
oftner, to tell you ſo, . Kee 

I very much with (but what ſignifies x my 
wiſhing ? my Lady Scudamore wiſhes, your. 
Siſters Wiſh) that you were with us, to com- 
pare the beautiful Oontraſte this Seaſon a rds. 
us, of the Town and the Country, No deas 
you could form in the Winter can make you: 
imagine what Twickenham is (and. What, 
your Friend Mr. Fobnſon. of Twickenham is); 
in this warmer Seaſon. * Our River glitters 
beneath an unclouded Sun, at the ſame time 
that its Banks retain the Verdure of Showers: 
Our Gardens are offering their firſt Noſegays; 
our Trees, like new Acquaintance brought 
happily together, are ſtretching their Arms 
to meet each other, and growing nearer and 
nearer every hour: The Birds are paying 
their thankſgiving Songs for the new Ha- 
bitations I have made em: My Building 
riſes high enough to attract the eye and 


curioſity 
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curioſity of the Paſſenger from the River, 
where, upon beholding a mixture of Beauty 
and Ruin, he enquires what houſe is falling, 
or what Church is riſing? So little taſte 
have our common Tritons of Vi#ruvzus ; 
whatever delight the true, unſeen, poetical 
Gods of the River may take, in reflecting on 
their Streams my Tuſcan Porticos, or Ionic 
r 
But (to deſcend from all this Pomp of 
Style) the beſt account I can give of what 
Fam building, is, that it will afford me a 
few pleaſant Rooms for ſuch a Friend as 
yourſelf, or a cool fituation for an hour or 
two for Lady Scudamore, when ſhe will do 
me the honour (at this Publick Houſe on 
the Road) to drink her own Cyder. 1 
The moment I am writing this, I am 
ſurprized with the account of the Death of 
a Friend of mine; which makes all J have 
here been talking of, a meer Jeſt ! Build 
ings, Gardens, Writings, Pleaſures, Works, 
of whatever ſtuff Man. can raiſe! none of 
them (God knows) capable of advantaging 
a Creature that is Mortal, or of ſatisfying a 
Soul that is Immortal! Dear Sir, I am 


Tour moſt faithful 8 er vant. I 


To 


— 
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420 the ie fame. 
| 7420 20. 15 
FOU R kind defire to know. the. ſtate of 
my Health had not been unſatisfied ſo 
18 had not that ill ſtate been the impe- 
diment. Nor ſhould 1 have ſeem'd an un- 
concern'd party in. the Joys of your. family, 
which I heard. of from Lady Scudamore, 
whoſe ſhort Eſchantillon of a Letter (of a 
Cha of à page) I value as the ſhort 

limpſe of a Viſion afforded to ſome de- 
vout Hermit; for it includes (as thoſe Re- 
velations do) a promiſe of a better Life 
in the Elyſian Groves of | Cirenceſter, 
whither, I could-almoſt fay in the ſtyle of 
a Sermon, the Lord Fakes us all, Gc. Thi» 
ther may we tend, by various ways to one 
bliſsful Bower: Thither may Health, Peace, 
and Good Humour, wait 22 us as Aſſoci- 
ates: Thither may whole Cargoes of Nec- 
tar (Liquor of Life and Longævityl) by 
mortals call d Spam- water, be convey d, and 


there (as Milton has it) may we, like the 
Deities, 


1 * 


On flow'rs repos d, and with freſh garlands | 
I * and fo — [crown d, 


When 
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When I ſpeak of Garlands, I ſhould not 
forget the green Veſtments and Scarfs 
which your Siſters promis d to make for 
this purpoſe : I expect you too in Green 
with a ins by your Side and a 
green Hat, the Model of which you may 
take from Osborn?s Deſcription of King 
nnen , 
What Words, what Numbers, what Ora- 
tory or what Poetry, can ſuffice, to expreſs 
how infmitely I eſteem, value, love and de- 
ſire you all, above all the Great ones, the 
rich ones, and the vain ones of this part of 
the World ! above all the Jews, Jobbers, 
Bubblers, Subſcribers, Projectors, Directors, 
Governors, Treaſurers, Sc. Sc. Sc. Gc. 
„,, 
Turn your Eyes and Attention from 
this miſerable mercenary Period; and turn 
yourſelf, in a juſt Contempt of theſe Sons 
of Mammon, to the, Contemplation of 
Books, Gardens, and Marriage. In which 
I now leave you, and return (Wretch that I 
am! ) to Warter-gruel and Palladio, 


1 an, &c. 


* 
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— 
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"2 wickenbam Sr 1 
| "Ros Sir, 


OUR Doctor is 18 — to che Bath, 
and ftays a Fortnight or more : Per- 
= 6 you would. be comforted to have a 


Sight of him, whether you need him or 


not. I think him as good a Doctor as any 
for one that is ill, and a better Doctor than 
any for one that is well. He would 
do admirably for Mrs. Mary Digby: She 
needed 9 to follow his Hints, to be in 


eternal buſineſs and amuſement of mind, | 


and even as active as ſhe could defire, But 
indeed I fear ſhe would out-walk him: For 
(as Dean Sift obſerv d to me the very firſt 


time I ſaw the Doctor) He is a Man that can 


do every thing, but walk. His Brother, who 
is lately come into England, goes alſo to the 


Bath ; and is a more extraordinary Man than | 


he, worth your going thither on purpoſe to 
know him. The Spirit of Philanthropy, fo 


long dead to our World, is reviv'd in him: 


He is a Philoſopher all of fire; fo warmly, 


nay ſo wildly in the right, that he forces all 
others about him to be ſo too, and draws 

them i into his own Vortex. He is a 2 

g ooks 


a7 
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looks as if it were all Fire, but is all Benig- 
nity, all gentle and beneficial Influerice. 
If there be other men in the world that 
would ſerve a Friend, yet He is the only one 
I believe that could make even an Enemy 
ſerve a Friend. os pcs 
As all human Life is chequer'd and mixed 
with Acquiſitions and Loſſes (tho' the latter 
are more certain and irremediable, than the 
former laſting or ſatisfactory) ſo at the time 
I have gain'd the acquaintance of one wor- 
thy Man I have lof another, a very eaſy, 
humane, and gentlemanly Neighbour, Mr. 
Stonor. It's certain the Loſs of one of this 
Character puts us naturally upon ſetting a 
greater Value on the few that are left, tho 
the degree of our Eſteem may be different. 
Nothing, ſays Seneca, is ſo melancholy a 
circumſtance in human life, or ſo ſoon re- 
| conciles us to the thought of our own death; 
i} as the reflection and proſpect of one Friend 
after another dropping round us! Who 
would ſtand alone, the ſole remaining Ruin, 
ol the laſt tottering Column of all the Fabrick 
3 of Friendſhip; once ſo large, ſeemingly fo 
ſtrong, and yer ſo ſuddenly funk and buried ? 


_ s 
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Deer Sir, 3 


Have belief CE: in ve wid of 
your whole family, to think you will all 
pleas'd ms 5 am arriv'd in ſafety at 
Twickenham ; tho tis a ſort of Earneſt, that 
you will be Nee again with me at Sher- 
borne, or Coleſhill; for however I may like 
One. of our places, it may be in that as in 
liking « ne of your family; when one ſees 
the reſt, one likes them all. Pray make m 
ſervices acceptable to them; I wiſh them al 
the happineſs they may want, and the con- 
tinuance of all the happineſs they have; and 
I take the latter to comprize a great deal 
more chan the former, I muſt ſeparate Lady 
Scudamore from you, as I fear ſhe will do 
herſelf, before this letter reaches you: Sol 
wiſh her a good journey, and I hope one 
day. to try if ſhe lives as well as You do; 
tho I much queſtion if ſhe can live as quiet- 
ly: I ſuſpect the Bells will be ringing at her 
arrival, and on her own and Miſs Scudamore's 
birthdays, and that all the Clergy in the 
7 come to pay reſpects; both the Cler- 
— Bells expecting from her, and 


5 from 
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from the young Lady, further buſineſs, and 
further employment. Beſides all this, there 
dwells on the one fide of her the Lord Co 
7ingsby, and on the other Mr. V. — Yer I 
ſhall, when the Days and the Yeats come 
about, adventure upon all this for her 
fake. 

I "A my Lord Digby to think me a better 
Man than to content myſelf with thanking 
him in the common way. I am in as fincere 
a ſenſe of the word, His Servant, as you are 
his Son, or he your Father. 

I muſt in my turn inſiſt upon hearing how 
my laſt fellow-travellers got home from Cla- 
rendon, and defire Mr. Philips to remember 
me in his Cyder, and to tell Mr. .— 
chat I am dead and buried. 

I wiſh the young Ladies, whom I almoſt 
vob d of their Good name, a better Name 
in return (even that very name to each of 
them, which they like beſt for the fake of 


the Man that bears it.) 
£ 
Nour ever hub 
| "and _— Serge 
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5 To the ſame. b 


1:45 ales : 1722. 
OUR making a ſort of Apology for 
| your not writing, is a very genteel 
reproof to me. 1 know I was to blame, 
but I know I did not intend to be fo, and 
Ne is the happieſt Knowledge in the 
orld) I know you will forgive me: For 
ſure nothing is more ſatisfactory than to 
be certain of ſuch a Friend as will overlook ek 
one's failings, ſinge every ſuch inſtance is 
a Conviction of his Kindneſs.  _, 
If 1 am all my life to dwell in In- 
tentions, and never to riſe to Actions, I haye 
but tod much need of that gentle diſpoſi- 
tion which I experience in you. But I hope 
berter things of myſelf, and fully purpoſe 
to make you a viſit this Summer at Sher- 
bourn. Tm told you are all upon removal 
very ſpeedily, and that Mrs. Mary Digby 
talks in a Letter to Lady Scudamore, of 
ſeeing my Lord Bathurſis Wood in her 
way. How much I wiſh to be her Guide 
thro' that enchanted Foreſt, is not 1 be 
expreſt: I look upon myſelf as the Magi- 


cian appropriated to the place, without 
whom no mortal can penetrate into the 
Receſſes of thoſe ſacred Shades. I could 
paſs whole Days, 1 only e FR 

7 ITO er 
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her the future, and as yet viſionary Beau- 


ties, that are to riſe in thoſe Scenes: 
The Palace that is to be built, the Pa- 
villions that are to glitter, the Colonnades 


that are to adorn them: Nay more, the 


meeting of the Thames and the Severn, 


Which (when the noble Owner has finer 
Dreams than ordinary) are to be led into 
each other's Embraces thro' ſecret Caverns 

of not above twelve or fifteen Miles, till 


they riſe and openly celebrate their Mar- 


riage in the midſt of an immenſe Amphi- 


theatre, which is to be the Admiration of 
Poſterity a hundred Years hence. Bur till 
the deſtin d time ſhall arrive that is to 
manifeſt theſe Wonders, Mrs. Digby muſt 


content herſelf with ſeeing what is at 


. no more than the fineſt Wood 
n Engl ane. 5 e 


The Objects that attract this part of 


the world, are of a quite different Na- 
ture. Women of Quality are all turn'd 
Followers of the Camp in Hyde-Park 
this Year, whither all the Town reſort to 
magnificent Entertainments given by the 
Officers, &c. The Scythian Ladies that 
dwelt in the Waggons of War, were, not 
more cloſely attached to the Luggage. 
The Matrons, like thoſe of Sparta, attend 


their Sons to the Field, to-be the Witneſſes 
of their glorious Deeds; and the Maidens 


with 
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ith all their Charms diſplay' d, provoke the 
py irit of the Soldiers: Tea and Coffee ſup- 
| oy the place of Lacedemonian black Broth, 
Fi Camp ſeems crowned with perperual 
Victory, for every Sun that rifes in the 
Thunder. of Cannon, ſets in the Muſick 
of Violins. Nothing is yer wanting hut 
the conſfant preſence, of the e o 
repreſent the Mater Exercitus. 

At Twickenham the World goes — — | 
wile. There are certain old People Who 
take up all my time, and will hardly, al- 
low me to keep any other Company. They 
were introduced here by a Man of their 
own fort, who has made me perfectly rude. 
to all my 'Contemporaries, and won't ſo 
much as ſuffer me to look upon em. The 
Perſon I complain of is the Biſhop of 
Rechefter. Vet he allows me (from ſome- 
thing he has heard of your Character and 
that of your Family, as if you were of 
the old Sect of Moraliſts) to write three 
auen Giles of een e wad, and co tell 

(hat theſe ſort of People neyer tell 
wich Truth, and religious ee 
5 kat I. 1818; and ever will be, 


Daa. 5 . 1. 
© Hours * 
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To the ſame. 


"THE fame reaſon that hindgr'd your 


writing, hinder'd mine, the pleaſing 
Expectation to ſee you in Town. Indeed 
fince the willing Confinement I have lain 
under here with my Mother, (whom it is 
natural and reaſonable I ſhould rejoice with 
as well as grieve) I could the better bear 
your Abſence from London, for I could 
hardly have ſeen you there; 'and it would 
nothave been quite reaſonable to have drawn 


you to a ſick Room hither from the firſt 
 Embraces of your Friends. My Mother is 


now (I thank God) wonderfully recovered, 
tho* not ſo much as yet to venture out of 
her Chamber, yet enough to enjoy a few 
particular Friends, when they have the good 
Nature to look upon her. I may recom- 


mend to you the Room we fit in, upon one 


(and that a favourite) Account, that it is the 
very warmeſt in the Houſe : We and our 
Fires will equally ſmile upon your Face. 
There is a Per an Proverb that ſays, I think 
very prettily, The Converſation of a Friend 
brightens the Eyes. This I take to be a 

* Splendor, 


\ 


Mr. Pope to Mr. DiGBy. 1561 
Splendor ſtill more agreeable than the Fires 
— ſo delightfully deſcribe. 
That you may long enjoy your own Fire- 
ſide, in the meraphorical Senſe, that is, all 
thoſe of your Family who make it pleaſing 
to ſit and w whole wintry Months to- 
gether, (a far more rational Delight, and 
better felt by an honeſt Heart, than all the 
laring Entertainments, numerous Lights, 
and falſe Splendors, of an Afembly of empty 
Heads, aking Hearts, and falſe Faces) This 
is my ſincere Wiſh to you and yours. 

You ſay you propoſe much Pleaſure in 
ſeeing ſome few Faces about Town of my 
Acquaintance, I gueſs you mean Mrs. How- 
 ard's and Mrs. Blount's. And J aſſure you, 
you ought to take as much Pleaſure in their 
Hearts, if they are what they NO ex- 
preſs with regard to vou. 

Believe me, dear Sir, to _ all, a TOY 
fairhful Servant, 7 


1635 — —— — — WILT» 
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© Deay Sir, 


T Was upon, the point of RY a much 
Srcater Journey than to Bermudas, e- 
to That undiſcoyer'd Country, from 

WE” Bourn no Traveller returns! _ 

A Fever carry'd, me on the high Gallop 
towards ir for ſix or ſeven da ays —> Bur here 
you have me now, and that's all I ſhall ſay 
of ic: Since which time an impertinenc 
Lameneſs kept me at home twice as long ; 
as if Fate ſhould ſay (after the other danger- 
ous 1 0 cc ly ſhall neither go into the 
« other World, nor any where you like in 
« this. Elſe GP: knows but 95 bag. been at 

Hom. lacy ? 5 


your Pleaſures, wiſh for your „ 
Vou are all of one Heart and one Soul, as 
was ſaid of the Primitive Chriſtians : "Tis 
like the Kingdom of the Juſt upon Earth ; 

not a wicked Wretch to interrupt you; -buc 
a Set of try'd,” experienc'd Friends, and fel- 
low Comforters, who have ſeen Evil Men 
and Evil Days, and have by a ſuperior Rec- 
titude of Heart fer yourſelves above them, 


and 


* 


Mr. Pop E t Mr, DIGBV. 153 
W reap your Reward, Why will you ever, 
of your own -accord, end ſuch a Millenary 
Year in London ? tranſmigrate (if I may ſo 
call it) into other Creatures, in that Scene 
of Folly Militant, when you may reign for 
ever at Hom-lacy in Senſe and Reaſon Tri- 
umphant? I appeal to a Third Lady in 
your Family, whom I take to be the moſt In- 
nocent, and the leaſt warp'd by idle Faſhion 
and Cuſtom, of you all; 1 appeal to Her, 
if you are not every Soul of you better Peo- 
ple, better Companions, and happier, where 
you are ? I defire her Opinion under her 
Hand in your next Letter, I mean Miſs 
Scudamore's FF — Tm confident if ſhe 
would, or durſt ſpeak her Senſe, and em- 
ploy chat Reaſoning which God has given 
er, to infuſe more Thoughrfulneſs into you 
all ; thoſe A ery could nor fail to put 
you to the bluſh, and keep you out of Town, 
like People ſenſible of 1 5 own Felicities. 
am not without hopes, if She can detain 
a Parliament Man and a Lady of patty 
from the World one Winter, that | 
come upon you with ſuch irreſiſtable Foc 
ments. another Year, as may carry you all 


x 3 Sl of Beaufort, at this time about 


: ae Tears old. 


R 43 with 


- 
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with me to Bermudas, + the Seat of all ' 
Earthly Happineſs, and the new Jeruſalem 
bf the Righteous, 2 5 


Don't talk of the decay of the Year, the 
Seaſon is good where the People are ſo: Tis 
the beſt Time of the Year for a Painter; 
b there is more Variety of Colours in the 
Leaves, the Proſpects begin to open, thro' 
the thinner Woods, over the Vallies ; and 
thro the high Canopies of Trees to the 
higher Arch of Heaven: The Dews of the 
Morning impearl every Thorn, and ſcatter 
Diamonds on the verdant Mantle of the 
Earth: The Froſts are freſh and wholeſome: 
What wou'd ye have? The Moon ſhines 
too, tho not for Loyers theſe cold Nights, 
bus 3a Alronomers ˙*ↄ‚ 3 
Have ye not Reflecting 9 4 5 * where- 
by ye may innocently magnify her Spotsand 
Blemiſhes ? Content yourſelves with them, 
and do not come to a Place where your owns 
Eyes become Reflecting Teleſcopes, and 
where thcſe of all others are equally ſuch 
upon their Neighbours. Stay You at leaſt 
(for what I've ſaid before relates only to the 
Ladies, don't imagine I'll write about any 
Eyes bur theirs) Stay, I fay, from that idle, 


Þ+ About this time the Rev. Dean Berkly conceiv'd his Projedt 
of erefting a Settlemeht in Bermuda for the Propagation of the 
Chriſtian Faith, and of Sciences in America. ; 

* Theſe Inflruments were juſt then brought to perfection. 


buſy- | 
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buſy- looking Sanbedrin, where Wiſdem or 
No Wiſdom is the Eternal Debate, not (as it 
ny was in Ireland) an Accidental one. 
after all, you will deſpiſe good Advice, 
and reſolve to come to London; here you 
will find me, doing juſt the things I ſhould 
nor, living where I ſhould not, andas world- 
ly, as idle, in a Word as much an Anti-Ber- 
mudaniſt as any body. Dear Sir, make the 
Ladies know I am their Servant, You know 


Jam 
- Yours, Kc. 


* 


Ta the ſame. 
Aug. 12. 
Have been above a Month trolling about 
in Buckinghamſhire and Oxfordſhire, from 
arden to Garden, bur ſtill returning to Lord 
Cobbam s with freſh Satisfaction. I ſhould 
be ſorry to ſee my Lady Scudamore's, till it 
has had x js full Advantage of Lord Bathur/i”s 
Improvements; and then I will expect ſome- 
thing like the Waters of Riskins, and the 
| Woods of Oakley together, which (withour 
Flattery) would be at leaſt as good as apy - 


thing in our World: For as to the hanging 
Gardens 


Er ER 
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Gardens- . Babylon, the Paradiſe of Cyrus, 
and the Sharawaggi's of China, I have little 
or no Ideas of em, but I dare ſay Lord B---t 
has, becauſe they were certainly both 'very 
Great, and very Wild. 1 hope Mrs. Mary 
Digby. is quite iced of his Lordſhip's Extra- 


vagante Bergerie; and that ſhe is juſt now 


bo * 


fitting, or rather reclining, on a Bank, fa- 
tigu d with over much Dancing and Sing- 
ing at his unwearied Requeſt and Inſtigation. 


I know your love of Eaſe fo well, that you 
might be in danger of being too Quiet to 


enjoy Quiet, and too Philoſophical to be a 
Philoſopher”: ; were it not for the Ferment 
Lord B. will put you into. One of his Lord- 
ſhip's Maxims is, that a total Abſtinence 
from Intemperance. or Buſineſs, is no more 
Philoſophy, than a total Conſopition of the 
Senſes is Repoſe; one muſt Feel enough of 


its Contrary to have a Reliſh of either. 


But after all, let your Temper work, and 
be as ſedate and contemplative as you will, 
Til engage you ſhall be fit for his Lordſhip 
when you come to Town in the Winter. 
Folly will laugh you into all the Cuſtoms 


of the Company, here; nothing will be able 
ro pre. vent your Converſion to her, but In- 
poſition, Nulüch J hope will be far from 
you T am telling the worſt that can come 
ou; for as to Vice, you are _ bur 

3 ls 2 an honeſt Lans, 
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r Man's Lot; Nay, it is the 
oning of Life ; and Fools (in one Senſe) 
are. the Salt of the Earth; a little is excellent, 
tho! indeed a whole Mouchful | is Ja e 

ber W - 

80 much os your. Diverſions next Winter, 
and for mine. I. envy you much more at 

reſent, than I ſhall then ; for if there be on 

Earth an Image of Paradiſe, it is in ſuch 

perfect Union and Society as you all poſleſs. 
A wou'd have my innocent  Envies and 
Wiſhes of your State known to you all; 
which is far better than making you Com- 
pliments, for it is inward Approbation and 
Eſteem. My Lord Digby has in me a fin- 
cere Servant, or — have, were there 
* aeraſten KEI mes o e a 
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"AM « 10 your Travel lighted you, 
1 infor you I am ſure they could not; 
BD are not ſo much a Youth as that, tho 
* run about with a King of Sixteen, and 
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(What makes him {till more a Ckitay: a King 
of French-men. My own Time has been 
more melancholy, ſpent in an Attendance 
upon * 1 which has ſeized one of our 
Family, m poor old Nurſe. My Mother 
is Gindthing herter,” though at her advanc'd 
Age every Day is a Climacterick. There 
was join d to this an Indiſpoſition of my own, 
which I ought to look upon as a flight one, 
compar'd with my Mother's, (becauſe my 
Life is not of half the Conſequence to any 
Body, that hers is to me). All theſe Inci- 
— have hinder'd my more Pry Reply 
our obliging Letter. 8 
he 1 5 you enquire of, is of as little 
Concern to me as you deſire it hou'd; 
namely the Railing Papers about the Odyſſey. 
If the Book has Merit, (and ſince you like it, 
it muſt) it will extinguiſh all ſuch naſty Scan- 
dal, as the Sun puts an end to ſtinks, meerly 
by coming out. 
Il wiſh Thad nothing to trouble me more; 
an honeſt Mind is not in the power of any 
diſhoneſt one: To break its Peace, there muff | 
be ſome Guilt or Conſciouſneſs, which is 
inconſiſtent with its own Principles, Not 
but Malice and Injuſtice have their Day, 
like ſome poor ſhort-liv'd Vermine, that die 
of ſhooting: their own Stings. Falſbood ts 
Folly ſays Homer), and Liers and Calumni- 
ators at t laſt hurt none but themſelves, even 
in 


\ 
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in this World: In the next, tis Charity 
to ſay, God have Mercy on chem ! They 
were the Devil's Vice-gerents upon Earth, 
who is the Father of Lies, and I fear has a 
Right to diſpoſe of his Children. 

Te had an Occaſion to make theſe Re- 
flections of late, more juſtly than from any 
thing that concerns my Writings, for it is 
one that concerns my Morals, and (which! 
ought to be as tender of as my own) the 
good Character of another very innocent 
Perſon, who Tm ſure ſhares your Friendſhip 
no leſs than 1 do. * * No Creature has 
better natural Diſpoſitions, or would act 
more rightly, or reaſonably, in every Duty, 
did ſhe act by herſelf, or from herſelf: But 
you know tis the Misfortune of that Fa- | 
mily to be govern'd like a Ship, I mean the 


Head guided by the Tail; Fes that wy —_— 
N that e in it. ; 
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Derenb. 28. 1724. 


. Sir, 


T is now the Seaſon to wiſh you a good 
I End of one Year, and a happy Beginning, 

another : but both theſe you know how 
to make yourſelf, by only Cry ſuch 
ET 4 
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a Life as you have been long accuſtomed to 
lead. As for Good Works, they are things 
I dare not name, either to thoſe that do 
them, or to thoſe that do them not; the firſt 
are too modeſt, and the latter too felfiſh, to 
bear the mention of what are become either 
too old-faſhion d, or too private, to conſti- 
tute any Part of the Vanity or Reputation 
of the preſent Age. However, it were to 
be wiſh'd People would now and then look 
upon Good Works as they do upon old 
Wardrobes, meerly in caſe any of em ſhould 

y chance come into Faſhion again; as an- 
cient Fardingales revive in modern Hoop d 
Petticoats, (which may be properly compard 
to Charities, as they cover a multitude of 
Sins - 1 8142 Won 0's 
They tell me that at—— certain anti- 
quated Charities, and obſolete Devotions are 
yet ſubſiſting: That a thing called Chriſtian 
Chearfulneſs, (not incompatible with CHriſt- 
mas Pyes and Plum-broth) whereof frequent 


is the mention in old Sermons and Alma- 


nacks, is really kept alive and in Practiſe: 
That feeding the Hungry, and giving Alms 
to the Poor, do yet make a Part of good 
Houſe-keeping, in a Latitude not more re- 
mote from London than fourſcore Miles: 
And laſtly, that Prayers and Roaſt- beef 

actually make ſome People as happy, as a 
Whore and a Bottle. But here in _—— 
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I affure you, Men, Women, and Children 
have done with theſe things. Charity not 
only begins, but ends, at home. Inſtead of 
the four Cardinal Virtues, now reign four 
Princely ones: We have Cunning for Pru- 
dence, Rapine for Juſtice, Time-ſerving, for 
Fortitude, ' and Luxury for Temperance. 

Whatever you may fancy where you live 
in a State of Ignorance, and fee nothing but 
Quiet, Religion and Good Humour, the 
Caſe is juſt as I tell you where People under- ' 
ſtand the World, and know how to live 
with Credit and Glory. 

I wiſh that Heaven would open the 
Eyes of Men, and make 'em ſenſible which 
of theſe is right : Whether upon a due 
Conviction, we are to quit Faction, and 
Gaming, and High-feeding and Whoring, 
and take to your Country Way? or you 
to leave Prayers, and Almſgiving, and Read- 
ing and Exerciſe, and come into our Mea- 
ſures? I wiſh (I fay) that this Matter 
Were as clear to all Men, as it is to 


Your Afecti _ &c. 
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EDWARD BLOUNT, Eſq. 
From 1 715 to 172 5. 


To ErwarD BLouNT, B/g, 
| Fan. 21, 1718-16. 
Dear Sir, 5 C l 


Know of nothing that will be ſo Inte» 
| reſſing to you at preſent, as ſome eir- 
cumſtances of the laſt Act of that eminent 
Comick Poet, and our Friend, Wycherley. 
He had often told me, as I doubt nor he did 
all his Acquaintance, that he would Marry 
as ſoon as his life was deſpair'd of. Accord- 
ingly a few days before his Death he un- 
derwent the Ceremony ; and join'd together 
thoſe two Sacraments which wiſe Men ſay 
ſhould be the laſt we receive; For if you ob- 
ſerve, Matrimony is plac'd after Extreme 
2 8 2 Unction 


RITTER 

Unction in our Catechiſm, as a kind of Hint 
of the Order of Time in which they are to 
be taken, The old Man then lay down, 
ſatisfy d in the Conſcience of having, 
by this one Act paid his juſt Debts, obliged 
a Woman who {he was told had) Merit, and 
ſhewn an heroick reſentment of the ill uſage 
of his next Heir. Some hundred pounds 
which he bad with the Lady, diſcharg- 
ed thoſe Debts; a Jointure of four hundred 
a year made her a Recompenſe; and the 


Nephew he left to comfort himſelf as well 


as he could, with the miſerable Remains of 
a mortgaged Eſtate, I faw our Friend 
twice after this was done, leſs peeviſh in 
his Sickneſs than he uſed to be in his Health; 
neither much afraid of Dying, nor (which in 
him had been more likely) much aſhamed 
of Marrying. The Evening before he ex- 
pired, he called his young Wife to the bed 
fide, and earneſtly entreated her not to deny 
him one- requeſt, the laſt he ſhould make, 
Upon her Aſſurances of conſenting to it, he 
told her, My Dear, it is only this; that you 
wi never marry an old Man again. I can- 
not help remarking, that Sickneſs which 
often deſtroys both Wit and Wiſdom, yet 
ſeldom has power to remove that Talent 
which we call Humour: Mr. Wycherley 
ſhew'd his, even in this laſt Compliment; 
tho' I think his requeſt a little hard; wy 

ſp why 
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why ſhould he bar her from eee ** 
Jointure on the ſame eaſy Terms? | 

So trivial as theſe Circumſtances are, 1 
ſhould not be diſpleas d my ſelf to know 
ſuch Trifles, when they concern or charac- 
teriſe any eminent Perſon. The wiſeſt and 
wittieſt of Men are ſeldom wiſer or wittier 
than others in theſe ſober Moments, At leaſt, 
our Friend ended much in the Character he 
had lived in: And Horace's Rule for a Play, 
920 as well be apply d to m ASA en i | 


Servetur ad imum 
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d Feb. 10, 171 16. 
00 Sir, | 7 5 
Am juſt return d from the Country, 
'& whicher Mr. Rowe accompanied me, and 
pals' d a Week in the Foreſt. I need nat tell 
you how much a Man of his Tornentertain'd 
me; but I muſt acquaint you there is a Vi- 
vacity and Gaiety of Diſpoſition almoſt pe- 
culiar to him, which make it impoſſible to 
bert from him without that uneaſineſs which 
| 1 gene- 
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generally ſucceeds all our pleaſures. I have 
been juſt taking a ſolitary walk by Moon- 
ſhine, full of reflections on the tranſitory na- 
ture of all human delights; and giving my 
Thoughts a looſe in the contemplation of 
thoſe Satisfactions which probably we may 
hereafter taſte in the Company of ſeparate 
Spirits, when we ſhall range the Walks a- 
bove, and perhaps gaze on this World at as 
vaſt a diſtance as we now do on thoſe 
Worlds. The pleaſures we are to enjoy in 
that Converſation muſt undoubtedly be of 
a nobler kind, and (not unlikely) may pro- 
ceedfrom the Diſcoveries each ſhall commu- 
nicate to another, of God and of Nature; 
for the Happineſs of Minds can r be 
nothing but Knowledge. 
The higheſt Gratification we receive here 
from Company is Mirth, which at the beſt 
is but a fluttering unquiet Motion, that 
beats about the breaſt for a few moments, 
and-after leaves it void and empty. 

Keeping good Company, even the beſt, 
is but a leſs ſhameful Art of loſing Time. 
What we here call Science and Study, are 
little better: The greater number of Arts ro 
which we apply ourſelves are mere Grop- 

ing in the Dark; and even the ſearch of our 

moſt important Concerns in a future bein g. 
is but a needleſs, anxious, and uncertain 
haſte to be knowing, ſooner than we can, 
| what 
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what, without all chis ſollicitude we ſhall 
know a little later. We are but Curious 
Unpertinents in the caſe, of Futurity. Tis 
not our buſineſs to be gueſſing what the State 
of Souls ſhall be, but to be doing what may 
make our own State happy; We cannot be 
Knowing, but we can be Virtuous. 

If chis be my Notion of a great part of 

that high Science, Divinity; you will be ſo 

civil as to imagine I lay no mighty Streſs up- 
on the reſt. Even of my darling Poetry 1 
really make no other uſe, than Horſes of the 
Hells that gingle about their ears (tho now - 
and then they toſs their Heads as if they 
were proud of em) ay to Jogg on a Are , 
more merril . 

Vour Obſervations on the natrow chip 
tions of Mankind in the point of Friend- 
- ſhip, confirm me in what I was ſo fortu- 
nate as at my firſt, knowledge of you to 
hope, and ſince ſo amply to experience. Let 
me take ſo much decent Pride and Dignity 
upon me, as to tell you, that but for Opini- 
ons like theſe, which I diſcover d in yeur 

Mind, I had never made the Trial I have 
done; which has ſucceeded ſo much to mine, 
and I believe not leſs to your Satisfaction: 
For if I know you right, your Pleaſure is 
greater in obliging me, than I can feel on my 
part, till it falls in my power to oblige you. 

4 
e Your 
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Your Remark, that the Variety of opini- 
on in Politicks or Religion is often rather 
a Gratification, than Objection, to people 
who have Senſe enough to conſider the beau- 
tiful order of Nature in her Variations; 
makes me think you have not conſtrued 
Joannes Secundus wrong, in the Verſe which 
precedes that which you quote: Bene nota 
ides, as I take it, does no way ſignify the 
Roman Catholic Religion, tho' Secundus 
Was of it. I think it was a generous thought, 
and one that flow'd from an exalted mind, 
that it was not improbable but God might 
be delighted with the various methods of 
worſhipping him, which divided the whole 
World. I am pretty ſure You and I ſhould 
no more make good Inguiſitors to the mo- 
dern Tyrants in Faith, than we could have 
been qualify'd for Lictors to Procruſtes, when 
he converted refractory Members with the 
Rack. In a word, I can only repeat to you 
what L think I have formerly ſaid; that I as 
little fear God will damn a Man who has 
Charity, as I hope that any Prieſt can fave. 
nie 8 
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Find that a real concern is not only a 
| Hindrance to Speaking, but to Writing 
too: The more time we give our ſelves to 
think over one's own, or a Friends unhappi- 
neſs, the more unable we grow to expreſs the 
grief that proceeds from it. It is as natural 
to delay a Letter, at.ſuch a Seaſon as this, 
as to retard a melancholy Viſit to a Perſon 
one cannot relieve. © One is aſhamed in 
that Circumſtance, | to *pretend to entertain 
people with trifling, inſignificant affectations 
of Sorrow on the one hand, or unſeaſonable 
and forced Gayeties on the other. Tis a 
kind of profanation of things ſacred; to 
treat ſo ſolemn a matter as a generous vo- . 
luntary Suffering, with Compliments or 
Heroic Gallantries. Such a Mind as 
your's has no need of being Spirited up in- 
to Honour, or like a weak Woman, Praiſed 
into an opinion of its own Virtue. Tis 
enough to do and ſuffer what we ought; 
and Men ſhould know, that the noble pow- 
er of Suffering e is as far above that 
of Enterprizing greatly, as an unblemiſh'd 
Conſcience and inflexible Reſolution are a- 
N 5 bove 
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bove an accidental Flow of Spirits, or a ſud- 
den Tide of Blood. If the whole Religious 
Buſineſs of Mankind be included in Refigna- 
tion to our Maker, and Charity to our Fel- 
low Creatures; there are now ſome People 
who give us the Opportunity of affording as 
bright an Example in practiſing the one, as 
themſelves have given an infamous Inſtance 
of the Violation of the other, Whoever is 
really brave, has always this Comfort when 
he is oppreſt, that he knows himſelf. to be 
ſuperior to thoſe who injure him : For the 
_ greateſt Power on Earth can no ſooner. do 
him that Injury, but the brave Man can 
make himſelf greater by forgiving it. 
If it were generous to ſeek for allevia- 
ting Conſolations in a Calamity of ſo much 
Glory, one might ſay that to be ruin'd thus 
in the Groſs, with a whole People, is but 
like periſhing in the General Conflagra- 
tion, where nothing we can value is left 
behind us. ; be 
Methinks in our preſent Condition, the 
moſt heroic thing we are left capable of 
doing, 1s to endeavour to lighten each others 
Load, and (oppreſt as we are) to ſuccour 
ſuch as are yet more oppreſt. If there are 
too many who cannot be aſſiſted but by 
what we cannot give, our Money, there are 
vyet others who may be relieved by ourCouh- 
, fel, by our Countenance, and even by our 
e Chear- 
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Chearfulneſs. The Misfortunes of private 
Families, the Miſunderſtandings of People 
whom. Diſtreſſes make ſuſpicious, the Cold- 
neſſes of Relations whom Change of Religi- 
on may diſ- unite, or the Neceſſities of half- 
ruin'd Eſtates render unkind to each other ʒ 
theſe at leaſt may be ſoften'd in ſome, de- 
grees, by a general well-manag'd Humanity 
among ourſelves, if all thoſe who have your 
Principles of Belief, had alſo your Senſe-and 
Conduct. But indeed moſt. of em have 
given lamentable + proofs of the contrary ; 
and tis to be apprehended that they who 
want Senſe, are only religious thro' weakneſs, 
and good-natur'd thro' Shame: Theſe are 
narrow- minded Creatures that never deal 
in Eſſentials; their Faith never looks be- 
vond Ceremonials, nor their Charity be- 
vond Relations. As poor as I am, I would 
gladly relieve any diſtreſſed, conſcientious 
Frencb Refugee at this inſtant: what muſt 
my Concern then be, when I. perceive 
ſo many Anxieties now tearing thoſe Hearts 
which I have deſired a place in, and Clouds 
of Melancholy riſing on thoſe Faces which 
T have long look'd upon with Affection? I 
begin already to feel both what ſome ap- 
prehend, and what others are yet too ſtu- 


This was written in the Year of the Aﬀair of Preſton, 4 
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id to apprehend. I grieve with the Old, 
ler ſo many additional Inconveniencies, and 
Chagrins, more than their ſmall Remain of 
Life ſeem'd deſtin d to undergo; andwith the 
Voung, for ſo many of thoſe Gayeties and 
Pleaſures (the Portion of Vouth) which they 
will by this means be depriv'd of. This 
brings into my mind one or other of thoſe 
I love beſt, and among them the Widow and 
Fatherleſs, late of ———— As I am certain 
no People living had an earlier and truer 
Senſe of others Misfortunes, or a more gene- 
rous refignation as to what might be their 
own; ſo I earneſtly wiſh, that whatever 
part they muſt bear may be render'd as ſup- 
portable to them as it is in the power of 
* Friend to make it. | 
But I know you have prevented me in 
this Thought, as you always will in any 
thing that's good, or generous : I find by a 
a Letter of your Lady's (which I have ſeen) 
that their Eaſe and Tranquility is part 
of your Care. I believe there's ſome Fata- 
lity in it, that you ſhould always, from time 
to time, be doing thoſe particular things that 
make me enamour'd of you. . 
I write this from & inuſor Foreſt, of which 
I am come to take my laſt look. We here 
bid our Neighbours adieu, much as thoſe 
who go to be hang'd do their Fellow- 
Priſoners, who are condemn'd to follow 
1 them 
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them a few weeks after. I parted from 
honeſt Mr. D——— with tenderneſs ; and 
from old Sir William Trumball as from a 
venerable Prophet, foretelling with lifted 
hands the Miſeries to come, from which he | 
is juſt going to be remov'd himſelf, = 
Perhaps, now I haye learnt” ſo far as 


* — dulcia linguimus arva, 
Ny next Leſſon may be 


"Nos Patriam fugimus— | 


Let that, and all elſe be as Heaven pleaſes! 7 
I have provided juſt enough to keep me a 
Man of Honour. I believe you and I ſhall 
never. be aſham'd of each other, I know 
I wiſh my Country well, and it it undoes 
* it ſhall not make me wiſh it other- 
wiſe, 1 505 
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25 « be fame 
June 22. 1716. 


Dear Sir, 


F a Regard both to ) Publick and Pre 
Affairs may plead a lawful Excuſe in 
behalf of a negligent Correſpondent, I have 
_ a] very good Title to it: I cannot lay | 
w 
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whether tis a Felicity or Unhappineſs, tha 
I am obliged at this time to give up my 
whole Application to Homer ; when without 
that Employment, my Thoughts muſt turn 
upon what is leſs agreeable, the Violence, Mad- 
neſs and Reſentment of modern War-makers, 
which are likely to prove (to ſome People at 
leaſt) more faral, than the ſame Qualities in 
Achilles did to his unfortunate Country- 
men. en We 197 
Tho the change of my Scene of Life, 
from Windſor Foreſt to the Side of the 
Thames, be one of the grand Ara's of my 
days, and may be called a notable Period 
in ſo inconſiderable a Hiſtory ; yet you can 
ſcarce imagine any Hero paſſing from one 
Stage of Life to another, with ſo much 
Tranquillity, fo eaſy a Tranſition, and fo 
laudable a Behaviour. I am become ſo truly 
a Citizen of the World (according to Pla- 
to's Expreſſion!) that I look with equal In- 
difference on what I have loſt, and on what 
I have gained. The Times and Amuſements 
aſt are not more like a Dream to me, than 
thoſe which are preſent : I lie in a refreſh- 
ing kind of Inaction, and have one Comfort 
at leaſt from Obſcutity, that the Darkneſs 


helps me to /leep the better. I now and 


then reflect upon the Enjoyment of my 
Friends, whom I fancy I remember much 
.as ſeparate Spirits do us, at tender Intervals; 
g neither 
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neither interrupting their own; Employ- 
ments, nor altogerher careleſs of ours: but 
in general conſtantly wiſhing us well, and 
hoping to have us; one day in their Com- 
page: c e 
To grow indifferent to the World is to 
grow Philoſophical, or Religious; (which- 
ſoever of thoſe \ Turns we chance to take) 
and indeed the World is ſuch a thing as 
one that thinks pretty much, muſt either 
laugh at, or be angry with: But if we 
laugh at it, they ſay we are proud; and if 
we are angry with it, they ſay we are ill- 
natur d. So the moſt politic Way is to ſeem 
always better pleasd than one can be, 
greater Admirers, greater Lovers, and in 
ſhort greater Fools, than we really are: 
So ſhall we live comfortably with our Fami- 
lies, quietly with our Neighbours, favour d 
by our Maſters, and happy with our Miſ- 
treſſes. I have filled my Paper, and ſo adieu. 


—_——— 
a * * 


ee ee e,, 
I 1. by 4 
Think your leaving England. was like 

a good Man's leaving the World, 


with the bleſſed Conſcience of having ated 
Lit To | | we N 


* 


ap8 * LET ERS 


well in it: And I hope an hace _—_ 
your: Reward, in being, happy where you 
are, I believe, in the Religious Country 
vou now. inhabit, you'll be better pleas d to 
find I conſider you in this light, than if I 
compared you to thoſe Greeks and Romans, 
whoſe Conſtancy in ſuffering Pain, and whoſe | 
Reſolution in purſuit of a generous End. you 
would rather imitate than boaſt of. 
But I had a melancholy hint chi other 
\ day,” as if you were yet a Martyr to the fa- 
22 E undergo on this 

the Water. I beg if your health be re- 
ſtor d to you, not to deny me the Jey of 
knowing it: Your endeavours of Service and 
good Advices to the poor Papiſts, put me in 
mind of Noah's: preaching forty years to 
thoſe: folks that were to be drowned at laſt. 
At the worſt I heartily wiſh your Ark may 
find an Ararat, and the Wife and Family, 
(the hopes of che good Patriarch) land ſafe- 
ly after the Deluge upon the Shore of Tor- 
r 

If I durſt mix prophane with facred 
hiſtory, I would chear you with the old Tale 
of Brutus the wandering Trojan, who found 
on that very Coaſt the happy End of his 
Pere inations ng „ 2 F 
I have very lately rea of Mon- 

mouth (to Nets 5 rant edi a little 
beholden) in the Tranſlation ofa Clergyman 


in 


| ' 
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in my neighbourhood. The poor Man is 
Highly concerned to vindicate Fef/ery's vèra- 
city as an Hiſtorian ; and told me he was 
perfectly aſtoniſhed, we of the Roman com- 
munion could doubt of the Legends of his 
Giants, while we believ'd thoſe of our Saints? 

I am forced to make a fair Compoſition with 
him; and, by crediting ſome of the wonders 
of Corineus and Gogmagog, have brought 
him fo far already, that he ſpeaks reſpect- 
fully of St. Chriſtopher's carrying Chriſt, and 
the Reſuſcitation of St: Nicholas Tolentine's 
Chickens. Thus we proceed apace in con- 
_ each other from all manner of Infi- 

elity. 13 „% 7:5, 
Ajax and Hector are no more, compared 

to Corineus and Arthur, than the Guelphs 
and Ghibellines were to the Mohocks of ever- 
dreadful - memory. This amazing Writer 
has made me lay aſide Homer for a week; 
and when I take him up again, I ſhall be 
very well prepared to tranſlate with belief 

and reverence the Speech of Achilless Horſe, 
| You'll excuſe all this trifling, or any 
thing elſe which prevents a Sheet full of 
Compliment : And believe there is nothing 
more true (even more true than any thing 
in Jeffery is falſe) than that I have a con- 
ſtant Affection for you, and am, &c. FE 


1 P. S. 


P. S. I know you will take part in tejoy- 
cing for the Victory of Prince Eugene over 
the Tarks, in the Zeal you beat to the 
Chriſtian Intereft, tho' your Couſin of Qx- 
ford (with whom I dined yeſterday) ſays, 

there is no other difference in the Chriſtians 
beating the Twrks, or the Tarks beating the 
Chriſtians, than whether the Emperor. ſhall 
' firſt declare War againſt Spain, or Spain de- 
clare it againſt the Emperor. I muſt add 
another Apothegm of the fame noble Earl; 
it was the faying of a Politick Prince; « Time 
te and he would get the better of any two 
« others”. To which Lord Oxford made 
this Anſwer, | OR 
- Time and I gainſt any two? _ 
Chance and I gainſt Time and jou. 2100 
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| | | Nov. 27. 171 | ” 
Dear Sir, B ar 
HE Queſtion you propoſed to me is 
bwhat at preſent I am the moſt unfit 
Man in the world to anſwer, by my Loſs of 
one of the beſt of Fathers. „ #4 


Mr. Poys # ED. BLU, E;, vt 
Be had liv'd in ſuch a Courſe Ka — | 
peranee as was enough to make-the ton 
225 agrecable to him, and in ſuch a Coorſe 
of Piety as ſuffic d to make the moſt ſud- 
den Death ſo alſo. Sudden indeed it was: 
However, I heartily beg of God to give me 
ſuch an one, provided Fa lead weh a Life. 
I leave him 5 the Mercy of God, and to 
the Piety of a Religion 1950 extends beyond 
the Grave: Si ua eff ea cura, &. 
HFle has left me tothe tickliſn Management 
of a narrow Fortune, where every falſe Stef 
zs dan erous. My Mother is in that difpi> 
Tited Tas of Reſignation, which is the ef- 
fect of long Life, a and the Loſs of what is 
dear rs us. We are teally each of us in 
want of a Friend; of ſuch an humane Turn 
as yourſelf, to make almoſt any thing defira- 
ble to us I feel your Abſence more than 
ever, at the ſame time I can lefs expreſs my 

rds to you than ever ; and ſhall make 
this, which is the moſt fincere Letter I ever 
writ to you, the ſhorteſt and fainteſt per- 
haps of any you have receiv'd. "Tis enough 
if you reflect, that barely to remember any 
Perſon, when one's Mind is taken up with a 

ſenfible Sorrow, is a great degree of F flendſhip. 
I can ſay no more but that I love you, and al 
that are yours; and that I wiſh it may be very 

long before any of yours ſhall feel for you 
WR I now feel for my Father. Adieu. 
F 2 | To 
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To the ſame. 
| Rentcombin Glouceſterſhire, Oct. 3. 1721. 


Dear Sir, 


' XY OUR kind Letter has overtaken, me 
here, for I have been in and about 
this Country ever ſince your departure, | 
am-pleas'd to date this from a place fo 
well known to Mrs. Blount, where I write 
as if I were dictated by her Anceſtors, 
whoſe faces are all upon me. I fear none 
ſo much as Sir Chriſtopher Guiſe, who be- 
ing in his Shirt, ſeems as ready to combate 
me, as her own Sir Jobn was to demoliſh 
Duke Lancaſtere. I date ſay your Lady 
will recolle& his Figure, I look'd upon 
the Manſion, Walls, and Terraces ; the 
Plantations, and Slopes, which Nature has 
made to command a. variety of  Vallies 
and riſing Woods; with a Veneration mixt 
with a Pleaſure, that repreſented her to 
me in thoſe puerile Amuſements, which 
engaged her ſo many Vears ago in this 
pcs : I fancy'd I ſaw her ſober over a 
Sampler, or gay over a joynted Baby, I 
dare fay ſhe did one thing more, even in 
| . fthoſe 
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thoſe early times; remember d her Creator 
in the Days of her Youth. . 

© You deſcribe ſo well your Heremitical 
ſtate of life, that none of the ancient An- 

chorites could go beyond you, for a Cave 
in a Rock, with a fine Spring, or any of 
the Accommodations that befit a Solitary. 
Only I don't remember to have read, that 
any of thoſe venerable and holy Perſona- 
ges took with them a Lady, and begat 
Sons and Daughters, You muſt modeſtly be 
content to be accounted a Patriarch. But were 
you a little younger, I ſhould rather rank 
vou with Sir Amadis, and his fellows. If 
Piety be ſo Romancick, I ſhall turn Her- 
mit in good earneſt ; for I ſee one may 

go ſo far as to be Poetical, and hope to 
fave one's Soul at the ſame time. I really 
with myſelf ſomething more, that is, a 
Prophet; for I wiſh I were as Hobakkuk, 
to be taken by the Hair of the 'Head, and 
vifit Daniel in his Den. You are very ob- 
liging in ſaying, I have now a whole Fa- 
mily upon my hands, to whom to dif- 
charge the parc of a Friend: I aſſure you 
I like 'em all fo well, that I will never 
juit my Hereditary Right to them; you 
5596 made me yours, and conſequently them 
mine. I ſtill ſee them walking on my Green 
at Twickenham, and gratefully remember (not 
erg amd na it Only 
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only their green Gowns) but the Inſtructions 
they gave me how to ſlide down, and trip 
up the ſteepeſt Slopes of my Mount. 

Pray think of me ſometimes, as I ſhall 
often of you; and Know me for what Lam, 
fires * ah 


| Yours, 


_— OY ——— 


Feine 244; 140% GR 4 LY AT porn * 9 
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ohh: . 
Y =» very kind and e man- 
0 


ner of enquiring after me, among the 
oncerns of Life, at your Reſuſcitation, 
ſhould have been ſooner anſwer'd and ac- 
knowledg'd, I ſincerely rejoice at your re- 
covery fr rom an IIIneſs which gave me leſg 
pain than it did you, only from my Igno- 
rance of it. I ſhould have elſe been ſeri- 
ouſly and deeply affected, in the thought of 
your danger by a Fever. I think it a fine 
and a natural thought, which I lately read 
in a private Letter of Montaigne, giving an 
account of the laſt words of an intimate 
Friend of his: Adieu my Friend! the pain 
I feel will ſoon be over, but I grieve Cha 
that 
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70 chat you are to feel, which is to laſt you 
“for life. ee {4 | 

I joyn with: your — in giving God 
thanks for lending us a worthy Man ſome- 
what longer. The Comforts you receive 
from their Attendance put mie in mind of 
what old Fletcher of Saltoune ſaid one day 


to me. Alas, I have nothing to do but to 


dye; I am a poor Individual; no Crea- 
ture to wiſh, or to fear, for my life or 
death: Tis che only reaſon I have to re- 
pent being a ſingle Man; now I grow old, 
* I am like a Tree without a Prop, and 
« without young Trees of my own ſhedding, 
to grow round me, for . and * 
* fence, 
I hope the Gour will ſoon: g0 Aer the 
Fever, and all evil chings remove far from 
you. But pray tell me, when will you move 
towards us If you had an Interval to get 
| hither, I care not what fixes you afterwards, 
except the Gout. Pray come, and never ſtir 
from us again. Do away your dirty Acres, 
caſt em to dirty People, ſuch as in the 
Scripture Phraſe poſſeſs the Land, Shake off 
your Earth like the noble Animal! in . 


The tawny Lyon, pawing to get free 

His hinder Parts, he ſprings as broke from Bondi, | 
And rampant ſhakes his brinded Main : the Ounce, 
The Lizard, and the Tiger, as the Mole 
Riſing, the crumbled: Earth above them threw 5 
In Hillocks ! Bs But 
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But I believe Milton never thought, theſe 


fine Verſes of his ſhould be apply'd to a 


Man ſelling a parcel of dirty Acres; tho? 


in the main 1 think it may have kome re- 


ſemblance; for God knows this little ſpace 


of Ground nouriſhes, buries, and confines 


us, as that of Eden did thoſe Creatures, till 


we can ſhake it looſe, at leaſt in our Af- 
feckions and R ; 


— 
— * 


Famularumque s, &c. My poor Mother is 


D dear Sir, I truly e value 


let Mrs. Blount know that ſhe is in 
v4 liſt of my Memento Domine's Famulorum 


far from well, declining; ; and l am watch- 
ing over her, as we watch an expiring 


Taper, that even when it looks brighteſt, 


waſtes faſteſt. I am (as you will ſee from 
the whole Air of this Letter) not in the gay- 
eſt nor eaſieſt darn but F with 
| Sincerity, 1 5 


Dear 6 „„ 
Durs. 


* , * 1 —_— =. „ e * * 9 
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To the fame. 


Diear Sir, 2 85 June 27, 1723. 


| ou may truly do me the Juſtice to 
think no Man is more yoyr ſincere 


vell-wither than myſelf, or more the ſin- 
oe 
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cere well-wiſher of your whole Family; 
with all which; I cannot deny but T have a 
mixture of Envy to you all, for loving 
one another ſo well; and for enjoying the 
ſweets of that life, which can 1 ws taſted 
by people of good will 


They from all Shades the Darkneſs « can v exclude, 
And from a Deſart baniſh Solitude. 


Torbay is a Paradiſe, and a S is but 


an amuſement to ſuch people. If you 
dxink Tea upon a Promontory that over- 
hangs the Sea, it is preferable to an Aſſem- 
| bly ; and the whiſtling of the Wind better 
Muſick to contented and loving Minds, than 
the Opera to the Spleenful, Ambitious, Diſ- 
eas d, Diſtaſted, and Diſtracted Souls, which 
this World affords ; nay, this World affords 


no other. Happy they! who are baniſh'd 


from us: but happier they, who can baniſh 
themſelves; or more PN baniſh the 


World from them | 


Alas! I live at Twickenham |! 
I take that Period to be very Sublime and to 


wolide: more than a hundred Sentehces that 
might be writ to expreſs Diſtraction, Hurry, 


Multiplication of Nothings, and all the fati- 


guing perperual Buſineſs of having no Buſi- 


neſs to do. You'll wonderl reckon tranſlating 


the Odyſe y as nothing? But whenever I chink 


ſeriouſly | 
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ſeriouſly (and of late I have met wich ſo many 
— of chinking ſeriouſly, that I begin 

never to think other wiſe) I cannot but think 
theſe things very idle; as idle, as if a Beaſt 
of Burden ſhou'd go on jingling his Bells, 
without bearing any thing valuable about 
him, c or 7 aer ſerving his Maſter. 


Life 5s Vain Amaſement, amid * we | dwell x 
Not weigh'd, or underſtood by the grim. God of Hell} ? 


5 Yaid a Heathen Poet; as he is tranſlated 
by a Chriſtian Biſhop, who has, firſt by 
his Exhortations, and ſince by his Example, 
taught me to think as becomes a Reaſonable 
Creature. But he is Kone ! Hecarry'd a- 
way more Learning than is left in this Nation 
behind him: but he left us more in the noble 
Example of bearing Calamity well. 'Tis 
true, we want Literature very much; bur 
pray God we don't want Patience more ! if 
theſe Precedents are to prevail. | 

remember I promis'd to write to you, 
as ſoon as I ſhould hear you were got home. 
You muſt look on this as the firſt Day I've 
been myſelf, and paſs over the Mad Interval 
un-imputed to me. How punctual a Cor- 
reſpondent I ſhall hence-forward bs - able, 
or not able to be, God knows: but he 
knows I ſhall ever be a punctual and grate- 
ful Friend, and all the good Wiſhes of ſuch 
an one will ever attend you. p 
0 
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* the ſame. * 
e 2 : Pune 2, 1926. 
Dear Sir, 


'OU ſhew your ſelf a juſt Man and a 
Friend in thoſe Gueſſes and Suppoſi- 
tions s you make at the poſſible reaſons of my 
Silence; every one of which is a true one. 
As to forgetfulneſs of you or yours, I aſſure 
you, the promiſcuous Converſations of the 
Ton ſerve only to put me in mind of bet- 
ter, and more quiet, to be had in a Corner 
of the World (undiſturb d, innocent, ſerene, 
and ſenſible) with ſuch as you. Let no Ac- 
ceſs of any Diſtruſt make you think of me 
differently in a cloudy day from what you 
do in the moſt ſunſhiny Weather. Let the 
young Ladies be aſſured I make nothing new | 
in my Gardens without wiſhing to ſee the 
| ag of their Fairy Steps in every part of 
I have pur the laſt Hand to my works 
of this kind, in happily finiſhing the ſubrer- 
raneous Way and Grotto; I there found a a 
Spring of the cleareſt Water, which falls 
in a perpetual: Rill, that. ecchoes thro' the 
Cavern day and nigh, From the Ri- 
ver Thames, you ſee thro' my Arch up a 
Walk of the Wilderneſs to a kind of open 
| Temple, 
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Temple, wholly compos'd of bells! in the 


Ruſtic Manner; and from that diſtance un- 


der the Temple you look down thro' a ſlop- 
ing Arcade of Trees, and ſee the Sails on the 
River paſſing ſuddenly and vaniſhing, as 
thro' a Perſpective Glaſs. When you ſhut 
the Doors of this Grotto, it becomes on the 


' inſtanr, from a luminous Room, a Camera 


obſcura; on the Walls of which all the Ob- 


| jects of the River, Hills, Woods, and Boats, 


are forming a moving Picture in their viſible 


Radiations: And when you have a mind to 
0 light) it up, it affordsyoua very different Scene: 


it is finiſhed with Shells interſperſed with 


Pieces of Looking-glaſs in angular forms; 


and in the Cieling is a Star of the ſame Ma- 


terial, at which when a Lamp (of an orbi- 


cular Figure of thin Alabaſter) is hung in the 
Middle, a thouſand pointed Rays glitter and 
are reflected over the Place. There are con- 
nected to this Grotto by a narrower Paſſage 
two Porches, with Niches and Seats; -one 
roward the River, of ſmooth Stones, full of 


light and open; the other toward the Arch 


of Trees, rough with Shells, Flints and Iron 
Ore. The Bottom is paved with ſimple 


Pebble, as the adjoining Walk up the Wil- 


derneſs to the Temple, is to be Cockle-ſhells, 
in the natural Taſte, agreeing not ill with 
the little dripping Murmur,” and the Aquatic 
Idea of the whole NO. It wants nothing 

— 


Rumpere, 2 bibas, Hue lavere, tace. 
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to compleat it but a good Statue with an 
Inſcription, like that beautiful 1 one 
which you know I am ſo fond of, 


Hujus Nympha 158 * . Py 5 
Dormio, dum Blande ſentis murmur aque. 


Parce _—_ e tangis cava mar mora, 


L fomnun 


| Nymph of the Grot, theſe facred Ser 


II keep, 
And to the Murmur of cheſe Waters ſleep; 
Whoe'er thou art, ah gently tread the Cave, 


| Ah bathe i in ence, or in filence TVS. 


You'll thipk 1 have beet very Poerical in 


this Deſcription, but it is pretty near the 
Truth. I wiſh you were here *o beat 
Teſtimony how little it owes to Art, either 
the Place . or We Imagel give of it. 


1 am, &c. 


4 ? 8 4 A 8 4 
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To the A 


re 1 4; 59 172 5. 
Dear Sir 7 


a very kind Letter from you, two whole 
onths from the date of this; if I were not 


I Should be aſham'd to own the receipt of 


more 


with; for true Frien 
Writing, will bear reviewing a thouſand 
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more EM d. to tell a Lye, or to make an 
Excuſe, which. is worſe than a. Lye (for be- 
ing built upon ſome probable, Circumſtance, 
it makes uſe of a — of Truth to falſify 
with; It is a Lye Guarded.) Your Letter 
has been. i in my Pocket in conſtant wearing, 
till that, and the Pocket, and the Suit, are 
worn out; by which means, 1 have read it 


forty times, and I find by ſo doing, that I 


have not enough confider d. * reflected 


upon many others you have obliged me 
ſhip, as they * of good 


times, and {till diſcover new beauties, 
I have had a Fever, a ſhore one, bur a vi- 


olent: I am now well, So it ſhall take vp 


no more of this Paper. 
I begin now to- expect you in a Town, 
to make the Winter to come more tolera- 


ble to us both. The Summer is a kind of 


Heaven, when we wander in a Paradiſaical 
Scene of Nature among Groves and Gardens; 
but at this Seaſon, we are like our poor firſt 


Parents turn d out of that agreeable tho foli- 


tary life, and fore d to look about for more 


people to help to bear our labours, to get in- 


to warmer Houſes, and hive together 1 in Ci- 
ties. | 
I hope you are long fince perſectly refior'd, 
and riſen from your Gout, happy in the 
delights of a contented Family, —_— at 
torms, 


* 
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Storms, laughing at Greatneſs, and merry 
over a Chriſtmas-fire, exerciſing all che 
Functions of an ald Patriarch in Charity and 
1 N N 1 will not tell Mrs! B. what 1 
think ſhe is doing; for I conclude it is her 
opinion, that he only ought to know it for 
whom it is done: and ſhe will allow herſelf 
to be far enough advanc'd above a fine Lady, 
not to deſire to ſhine before Men, 
Your Davghters perhaps ny have ſome 
other thoughts, which even their Mother 
mult excuſe them for, becauſe ſhe is a Mo- 
ther. I will not however ſuppoſe thoſe 
thoughts get the better of their Devotions, 
but rather excite em, and aſſiſt the warmth 
of them; while their Prayer may be, that 
they may raiſe. up and breed as irreproach- 
able a young Family as their Parents have 
done. In a Word, 1 fancy you all well, 
. eaſy, and happy, Jeſt as I with you; and 
next to that I wiſh you all with me. | 
Next to God, is a good Man: Next in 
dignity, and next in value. Minuiſti eum 
paullo minus ab Angelis. If therefore I wiſh 
well to the good and the deſerving, and de- 
ſire They only ſhould be my companions 
and Correſpondents; I muſt very ſoon, and 
very much think of you. I want your 
Company, and your Example. Pray make 
haſte to Town, ſo as not again to leave us: 
Diſcharge the Load of Earth that lies on you, 
| ON ag like - 
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„ E 
like one of the Mountains under which the 
Poets ſay the Giants (that is, the Men of the 
Earth) are whelmed : Leave Earth to the 
Sons of Earth; your Converſation is in Hea- 
ven. Which that it may be accompliſh'd in 
us all, is the Prayer of him who maketh this 

oo Sermon, Value (to you) Three Pence: 

leu. 
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My Pork to Mt. Gar. 


From 1712 to 1730. 


— FIC 4 
— \ On 


— 


N Y Nov. 13, 1712; 


o writ me a very kind Pu —4 
months ago, and told me you were 
en upon the point of taking a. Journey 
into Devonſhire. That hindered my a 
ſwering you, and I have ſince. ſeveral — 
inquir d of you, without any Satisfaction; 
for ſo 1 call the knowledge of your wel- 
fare, or of any thing that concerns you. I 
paſt two months in Sex, and ſince my 
Return have been again very ill. I writ 
to Lintot in hopes of hearing of you, but 
had no anſwer to that Point. Our Friend 


R 2 5 Mr. 
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Mr. Cromwell too has been filent all this 
year; I believe he has been diſpleas d ar 
ſome or other of my Freedoms ; which 1 
very innocently take, and moſt. with thoſe 
I think moſt my friends. But this J kno) 
nothing of, perhaps he may havg open'd 
you: And, if I know you right, you are 
of a Temper to cement Friendſhips, and 
not to divide them. I really much love Mr. 


Cromwell, and have a true affection for your - 


ſelf, which if I had any Intereſt in the 
world, or Power with thoſe; who have, I 
ſhould not be long without manifeſting to 
_ I deſire you will not, either out. of 


odeſty, or a vicious Diſtruſt of anothers 
value for you, (thoſe two Eternal Foes to 


Merit) imagine that your Letters and Con- 
verſation are not always welcome to me. 


There's no Man more intirely fond of good- 


nature or ingenuity than myſelf, and 1 
have ſeen tòo much of. thoſe r 
Ern * 70 ahi Tk Joſs ren _ 
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Dear Sir, r Me AN 


FT bas wow? * 3 8 within 
1 chis Month paſt to bear more things 
that have pleas d me than (I think) als 
moſt in all my time beſide. But nothing 
upon my word has been ſo Home · felt a ſa- 
tisfaction as the News you tell me of your 
ſelf: and you are not in the leaſt miſta- 
ken, when you congratulate me upon your- 
on good Succeſs, for I have . ls 
to be happy out of, than any * 'd- 
man can boaſt. I may with honeſty af- 
firm to you, that notwithſtanding the ma- 

ny Inconvenieneies and Diſadvantages they 
comeenly talk of in the Res angu/ti dom, 

have never found any other, than che 
inability of giving people of Merit the only 
certain Proof of our value for them, in 
doing em ſome real ſervice. For after 
all, if we could but-Think a little, Self. 
love might make us Philoſophers, and con- 
vince: ug; -Qugntuli indiget Natura ! Our- 
ſelves are eaſily provided for; 'tis nothing 
but the Circumſtantials, and the Apparatus 
or Equipage of humane life that coſts 
much the furniſhing: Only what a luxu- 
888 Man wants for horſes and foor-men. 
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à good-1 atur d Man wants for his 125 8. 
or 125 indie gent. | rn 
I ſhall | you this. Winter with" much 
15 pleaſure than I could the laſt; anc 
hope as much of your Time as your At- 
tendarice on the Dutcheſs will allow you 
to ſpare to any friend, will not be thought 
loſt upon one who is as much ſo'as an 
man. I muſt alſo put you in mind, th 
you are now Secretary to this Lady, that 
vou are likewiſe Secretary to Nine other 
dies, - and are to write ſometimes fbr 
them too. He who is forc'd to live whol- 
7 upon thoſe Ladies favours, is indeed in 
as precarious a condition as any He who 
does what Chaucer ſays — for Suftenance; 
but they are very agreeable” Companions, 
like other Ladies, when a Man only paſſes 
a Night or ſo with them ar his REN 
;e ne ON 'Y _ 8 mY 
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sT as I receiy'd yours, I was fer 
down to Write to you W "fone 


. Sip. 


. ſhame that I had ſo long defer'd it. But 
can yay repens may" copied, rs 
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N e digs ledge , little yo 
Flt 4 er hoy 1 
in your e Rave t an 
Ru 1 5 1 5 A week, in 
m, Where 1 : ain, 4 
| 1 by Mr. J Mien $ hap 1 Fee For: 
marum Spectator,, We, Fae iſcover Beau- 
that were till now im perceptible, t 


| 75 a No fe or Ear, the. ſmalleſt degree 0 
Light or Shade on a Che ek, or in à dim- 
ple, have charms. to diſtract i me. 1 no lon- 

r look upon Lord Plauſble as rid] iculous, 

for admiring a Lady's fine Tip of an Ear 

And pre pretty Elbow 1 the Plain. dealer has 


8 5: 


it) but am in ſome d er even from the 


Valy and Diſagrecable, ; nce they may have 
their retired beauties, in one Trait or other 
about em. Fou may gueſs in how 1 
a ſtate 1 am, when every day the 2 
formances of others appear mote beautiful 
and excellent, and my own more deſpica- 
e. I have thrown away three Dr. S/ 7e 
each of. which, was once. m Vanity, two 
Lady Bridgewaters, a Ducchels of Montague, 
beſides bal 
of the Garret: I have crucify'd Crit 
over-again in effigie, and — Madgua 
af old as her mother St. Anne. Nay, what 
yet more i fan I have miete 
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an Angel came and finiſh d his Piece, fo 
you would ſwear a Devil put the laſt hand 
to mine, tis ſo barn 'd and ſmut 
ted. However 1 comfort my ſelf with 
a chriſtian Reflection, that, I have not 
broken the Commandment. for my Fi- 
cures are not the likeneſs of any thing 
in Heaven above, or in earth W or in 
the waters under the earth. Neither will 
any body adote or worſhip them, except 
che Indians ſhould have a ſighit of em, 
who they tell us, worſhip cetain 'Pagods or © 
Idols purely for their Uglineſs” © ooo 
I am very much recreated and refreſhed 
with the News of the Advancement of the 
Fan, which 1 doubt not will delight the 
Eye and Senſe of the Fair, as long as that”: 
agreeable Machine ſhall play in the Hands 
of Poſterity. I am glad your Fun is mount- 
ed fo ſoon, but I would have yoo varniſh 
and glaze it at your leiſure, and poliſh the 9 
Sticks as much as you can. You may then 
cauſe it to be born in the Lands of both 
Sexes, no leſs in Britain, than it is in China; 
where. it is ordinary for a Mandarine to fan 5 
| himſelf cool after a Debate, and a Stateſ- 
man to hide his face Wich! it ww he _ a 
38 12 70 0 i ans non e dt er 
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A INCE by 3 we. a wo ein 
de content to breath in ſmoak, to walk 
in crouds, and divert your ſelf with noiſe, 
nay and to make fine Pictures of this way 
of life, we ſhou'd give you up as one aban- 
doned to a wrong choice of pleaſures. We 
have however ſo much compaſſion on you 
as to think of inviting you to us, where 
your taſte for books, friendſhip, and eaſe, 
may be indulg d. But if you do not come, 
pray leave to tempt us wich your deſerip- 
tion of the Court; for indeed humanity is 
frail; and we cannot but remember ſome. 
ticular honours which we have enjoy d. 
in converſation ; bate us this one point and 
we' ſtand you, ſtill untir'd with one an- 
other, and freſh to the pleaſures of the coun- 
try. If you wou'd have any news from us, 
know that we are well at preſent: This Fit 
am ſure wou d have been allow'd by you 
as news from either of us a fortnight ago 
In return to this, ſend us every thing you 
imagine diverting, and pray forget not my 
commiſſions.” Give my reſpects to the Dean, 


2066 YALETTERS wf! 
— Arbiit hnat, Mr. Ferdi an e bon. 


OY adieu. Ig Otago 11 
2 "Your affectimate Bin 1501. 5 
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 BOVE all other News, PAP the 
beſt, that of your good Health, i 
you enjoy it; which Mr. rcourt made us 
very much fear. If you have any defi 
either to amend your health, or your le 
1 know no better Expedient than to come 
hither, where you ſhould. not want ro 
tho I lay myſelf in a Trucklebed under 
the Doctor. You might here converſe with 
the old Greeks, be initiated into all their 
Cuſtoms, and learn their Prayers by heart 
we have done: The Dr. laſt Sunday, inter 
ing to ſay an Our Father, was got half way 
in Chry/es Prayer to Apollo. The ill effects of 
Contention and Squabling ſo lively deſcrib'd 
in the firſt Iliad, make Dr. Parnell? and 
myſelf continue in the moſt exemplary 
Union in every thing. We deſerve to be 
worſhip d by all the poor, divided, factious, 
e Poets of this world. 1 
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As we riſe in our ſpeculations daily, we 
are grown ſo grave, that we have not con- 
deſcended to laugh at any of the idle things 


about us this. week: I have contracted a 


ſeveriry of aſpe& from deep meditation on 
bjeRs,' equal to the formidable Front 
of Dlack=brow'd Jupiter, and become ah 
awful Nod as well, when I aſſent to fome 
grave and weighty Propoſition of the Do- 
or, or enforce a Criticiſm of my own, In 
a word, '-— fg himſelf has not acquired 
more Tragic Majeſty in his aſpect by read- 
ing his own Verſes than I by Homer's, 
In this ſtate, I cannot conſent to your 


fn blication of that ludicrous trifling Bur- 


eſque you write about. Dr. Parnelle alſo 
joins in my opinion, that it Wil * ub 
wende be well to print it. 

Pray give (with the vrinolt: fidelity and 
ene) my hearty ſervice to the Dean, Dr. 
Arburbnot, Mr. Ford, and to Mr. Forteſene. 
Let them alſo know at Button's that I am 
Lv ora of” nem. * wy” nw rr 
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HAVE been per — zroukikt wide” 
ſickneſs of. tag 1 has made me 
melancholy that the Immortality of the 


Soul has been my conſtant Speculation, as 


the Mortality of my Body my conſtant 

Plague. In — earneſt, e is nothing 

to a. fir of illneſs. N 
Dr. Parnelle will Looms 7 onſant 8 Miſcel- 


lany with ſome very beautiful Copies, at 


my requeſt. He enters heartily into our 

deſign, I only fear his ſtay in town may 
chance to be but ſhort. Dr. Swift much 
approves what I propoſed even to the very: 


title, which I deſign ſhall be, The Works 


of the Unlearned, publiſhed monthly, in which 
whatever Book appears that deſerves praiſe; ; 
ſhall be depreciated. Ironically, and in the 


ſame manner that modern Critics take to 


under value Works of Value, and to commend: 


the high Productions of Grubſtreetrt. 


1 ſhall go into the country about a 
month hence, and ſhall then dene to take 
along with me your Poem of the Fan, o 
conſider it at full leiſure. I am deeply in- 
gaged in Poetry, the 5 egg 113 


ſhall be deferr d till we meet. 
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Tarn very defirous of ſeeing. Mr. For- 


ze/cue when he comes to Town before his 
journey; if you can any way acquaint him 
of my deſire, I believe his good nature 
will contrive a way for n 1 
am ever, with all incerity, dear wo £30. 2 


"TY * 122 8 1 a 71 
r I nnn s $ TIER Sarto (Þ 


4 2 ” 1 . * 2 932 ” > Py 
e Ne 8 822 7 W. 7 a * % 43 21 2 5 I - 1 17 * 
ſd G 8 OY, — 3 2 & * # S , F IS 3 4 * 
* 9 wr + a Y F 
g -- 5 £ 2 * * 7 — . = * "= 4 — 
8 * : EF IE x 5 ) 1 11 Fa r 
£85 © „ * - "4 1 5 4 F AY a S- e - 5 


55 
1 i 4 > $4 
Att. % AK 563.1 A i 

2 7 2 Wr 

| | > 
10 *. 23s TY 


l Blots to your native Soil! . 
come to your Friends! thrice wel- 
cot to me! whether return d in glory, bleſt 
with Court-intereſt, the love and familia- 
rity — the Great, and fill d with agreeable 
Hopes 

templative of the changes of Fortune, and 
doubtful” for che future: Whether re- 
turn d a triumphant Ig or a deſponding 
Tory, equally All Hail! equally beloved 
= welcome to me! If happy, 'T am 
o ſhare in your elevation; 1 unhappy, 

your have ſtill a warm corner in my he 
and a retreat at Binßeld in the worlt of 
tines at your ſervice. If you are a e, 
or thought ſo by any man, I know it can 
proceed from nothing but your Gratitude 
to 


or melancholy with Dejection, con- 


5 


4 


; / | 
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19: fa people who endeavovt d to ſerye 
you, and whole Politicks were never yaur 
Concern. If you are a M big, as I rather | 
hope, and as I thiak your Prineiples and 
mine (as Brother Poets) had ever a Byaſs to 


the Side of Liberty, I know you will be an 


honeſt man and an inoffenſive one. Upon 


the whale; I know you are incapable of 


being ſo much of either Party as to be good 
for nothing. Therefore once more, what- 


ever you are, or in whatever ſtate you are, 

One or two of your ola Friends com- 
plain'd they had heard nothing from you 
fince the Deen death; I told em, no 


man living loved Mr. Gay better than I., 
yet I had not once written to him in all 


his Voyage. This I thought a convinging 


proof, how truly ene may be a friend ta 
another withaut telling him ſo every month. 


But they had reaſans too themſelves to al- 


ledge in your excuſe, as men who really 


value one another will never want ſuc 


2 make their friends and themſelves eaſy. 
- The late univerſal Concern in publick af- 
fairs, threw us all into a hurry of Spirits; 
even I who am more a Philoſopher than 
d expect any thing from any Reign, was 
born away with the current, and full of 
the expectation af the Sueceſſor: During 
vour Journeys I knew not whither ta aim 


a letter 


So Read bs 
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„ after you; that was à ſort of ſhot- 


ng : add to this the demand Ha- 
. pon me, to ' write fifty” Verſes 


© og" 6: hy belles learned Notes, all which 


are ir a conclufion for this year. 'Rejoice 
with me, O my Friend, "that my La- 
bour is over; come and make merry with 
me in much Feaſting, for I to thee and thou 
to me. We will feed among the Lillies, By 
the Lillies T mean the Ladies, with whom 
I hope you have fed to ſatiety: Haſt thou 
paſſed through many Countries, and not 
raſted the delights thereof? Haſt thou not 
left of thy Iſſue in divers Lands, that Ger- 
man Gays and Dutch Gays may ariſe, to 
write Paſtorals and ſing their Songs in 
' ſtrange Countries? Are not the Blouzelin- 
das of the Hague as charming as the Ro- 
© ſalinda's of Britian? or have the two great 
Paſtoral Poets of our Nation renounced 
Love at the ſame time? for Philips, im- 
mortal Philips, Hanover Pbilips, - hach de- 
q: ſerted, yea and in a ruſtick manner kicked 
his Rgſalind. Dr. Parnelle and I have 
deen! infeperable ever ſince you went. We 
are now at che Bath, where: (if you are 
not, as 1 heartily hope, better engaged) 
ber. coming would be the greateſt plea- 
ſute to us in the world. Talk not of Ex- 
pences: Homer (hall ſupport his Children. 
ff) oy beg a line from you n to the Poſt- 


5NSH% 1 houſe 
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- houſe: in, Barb. Poor Parnelle i is in a ap. al 
ſtate of health., - 
Pardon me if Ladd a word of advice fn 
the Poetical way, Write ſomething on the 
King, or Prince, or Princeſs, On whatſo- 
ever foot you may be with the Court, this 
can do no harm — h ſhall never know 
Where to end, and am confounded in the 
many things 1 have to ſay to you, tho 
they all amount but to this, that I am en- 


u, as ever, 
# 3 | "= G 
* 1 N . ; f HY 
ID YO: Nor: 1511 | Nur, &c. 


* ? — 0 
** BE : 1 3 
6 - 3 94 4 Eo * 1 1 © 
£ — 0 * — 5 L 3 i . 1 2 »; * 
1 * 


; — 1 -4 2 * ah. - 
ate Sod bd N * * 4 a 2 * 3 7 = bet Ve ———— | 
4 « ws... x 4 'F 17. * 
hs Fl 


Land, Nov. $, in. 


Dear fi. ace 45 Sug 
A M extremely. glad to find by el 
. ter of yours to Mr. Forte/cue, that you 
ave receiv'd one from me; and 1 

to keep, as the greateſt of Corioũtties 
that Letter of mine which you recely d and 


1 Never writ. 


But the Truth is, chat we. wers made 

hire! to expect you in a ſhort. time, that 
I was upon the Ramble moſt. part of the 
Summer, and have concluded the Seaſon 
in Grief, for the . . mw r * | 


ther. . 
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* F Gf EB into 4 "detail" of Tay 
C 7 Tran for kW reaſons ; 
becauſe I am reall afflicted and need no 
£ irs of grief, and —— they are not the 
— — and troubles of any but my ſelf. 
But I think you, (without too eat a com- 
pliment) enough my friend, to be pleas d to 
Enow he died eaſily, without a groan, 'or 
128 ſickneſs of two minutes; in a word, as 


ilently and peacefully as he red. . 


bie mibs contingat Uhvere, ſeque mori it 


5 I: am not in the humour to fay gay things, 
nor in the affeQation of "avoiding them. I 
can't pretend to entertain either Mr. Pulte- 
ney or you, as you have done both my Lord 
Tet on and me, by your: Letter to Mr. 
DWNAP. * am only ſorry you have no 
to Mr. Lowndes, and wiſh 
ie hundreds a year to the Land- 
That Lancia is lately become an 
dea perſon to me too; ſo that we 
and Ge join heartily in our addreſſes to him, 
(like true Patriots) rejoice in all that 
Good done to the Nation and Goyerne 
ment to which we. contribute nothing Gr 
"WI Wend bot forget: to dektadadgs your 
letter ſent from Aix; you told me then 
that * was not good with the Woes, 


TE | ET EAG * 


and 1 find ſince you are of my opinion, that 
tis as bad without the Waters. But I 
fancy, it is not writing but thinking, that 
is ſo bad with the Waters; and then you 


might write without any manner of pre- 


judice, if you writ like our aten 
of theſe days. 


I have no ſtory to 101 that is worth 
our E you know I am no man of 
Intrigue ; but the Dutcheſs of Hamilton 

Has one which ſhe ſays is worth my hearing, 
that relates to Mr. Pulteney and your ſelf; 

and which ſhe promiles, if you won't tell 
me, ſhe will. Her Grace has won in a 
Raffle a very fine Tweezercaſe; at the ſight 


of which, my Tweezercaſe, and all other 
Tweezercaſes on the globe, Hide their di. 
wind Heads. 


That Dutcheſs, Lord Warwick} Lord 
Stanhope, Mrs. Bellenden, Mrs. Lepell, and 


'T can't tell who elſe, had your letters: Dr. 
"Arbuthnot and I expect to be treated like 


Friends. I would tend my ſervices to Mr. 
Pulteney, but that he is out of favour at 
Court; and make ſome compliment to Mrs. 


ö Pulteney, if ſhe were not a Whig. My Lord 
Burlington tells me ſhe has as much out- 


ſnin'd all the French Ladies, as ſhe,did the 
Engliſh before: I am ſorry for it, becauſe 
it will be detrimental to our holy Religion, 


I - heretical Women ſhould * thoſe 


N uns 
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Nuns and orthodox Beauties, in whoſe eyes 
alone lie all the hopes we can have, of 


gaining ach fine een as { 700 to 15 
(hpreh.. 1 a 


"Tine; e. 3 Ta 


1 wiſh y you joy of the birth of the young 
6 becauſe he is the only Prince - we 
ave, from whom you have bad no Expe- 
Gatos aud no mn 11 


* A LI £ 5 
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Dla Sir, 


T Think it obliging in you to F an 
account of my health. The truth is, 
1 have never been in a worſe ſtate in 


5 my life, and find whatever I have try 'd 


as a remedy 10 ineffectual, that I give m view 
entirely over. I wiſh your health mh be 
ſet. perfectly right by the Waters, and be aſ- 
ſur d I not only wiſh that, and every thing 
elſe for you, as common friends wiſh, but 
with a Zeal not uſual among thoſe we call 
ſo. I am always glad to hear of, and from 
you; always glad to ſee. you, whitoves acci- 
dentsor amuſements have interyen'd to make 
me do either leſs than uſual. I not only fre- 
quently think of you, but conſtantly do my 
belt to o make others do it, by mentioning 
F 8 * 


„14 
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yori to all your acquaintances 1 deſire you 
to do the ſame for me to thoſe you are 
now with: do me what you think Juſtice 
in regard to thoſe who are my friends; and 
if there are any, whom I have unwilling- 
ly deſer yd fo little of, as to be my Ene- 
mies, I don't deſire you to forfeit their opi- 
nion or your own judgment in any caſe. 
Let Time convince thoſe who know me 
not, that I am an inoffenſive perſon; tho 
(to lay truth) I don't care how- little Lam 
indebted to Time, for the World his hardly 
worth living in, at leaft to one that is ne- 
ver to have health a week together. I 
have been made to expect Dr. Arbuthnot 
in town this fortnight; or elſe I had writ- 
ten to him. If he, by never writing to 
me, ſeems to forget me, I conſider I do 
the ſame ſeemingly to him, and yet I don t 
believe he has a more ſincere friend in the 
world than I am; therefore T will think 
him mine. 15 am Hl, Mr. Congreve' 05 and 


Wc w, Ne. 
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Be ap ne 1 en | 


Dear Gay, 


12 you for cetcontbiingh me. 1 would 
do my Sell to forget my ſelf, but that 
1 find 


f Mr. POE t Mr. GAY. viz 
I. find your Idea is cloſely cormected to 
me, that I muſt forget — together, ot 
neither. Im ſorry, I could not have a 
glympſe either of you, or of the Sun (your 
Father) before you went to Bath. But * 


it pleaſes me to ſee him, and hear of you. 


Pray put Mr. Congreve in mind that he has 
one on this ſide of the World who loves 


him; and that there are more Men and 
Women i in the Univerſe, than Mr. Gay and 
my Lady Dutcheſs of M. There are Ladies 
in and about Richmond that pretend to va- 
lue him and yourſelf; and one of em at 
leaſt may be thought to do it without Af. 
fectation, namely Mrs. Howard. As for 
Mrs. Blounts 3 5 you mercifully make 
mention of) they are gone, or going to 
Suſſex. I hope Mrs. Pulteney is the better 
for the Bath, tho' I have little Charity and 
few good Wiſhes for the Ladies, the De- 
. of their beſt friends the Men. Pray 
tell her ſhe has forgot the firſt Commiſ- 
fion I ever troubled her with, and therefore 
it ſhall be the laſt (the very thing I fear 
ſhe deſires.) Dr. Arbuthnot is a 4 
creature; he goes out of town, and leaves 
his Baftards at other folks doors. I have 
long been fo far miſtaken in him as to think 
him a Man of Morals as well as of Politicks. 
Pray let him know I made a very unfa- 
ſhionable enquiry t other * of the . 
0 
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of his Wife and family: Things that (L pre- 
ſume) are below the conſideration of a Wit 
and an Ombre- player. They are in perfect 
health. Tho' Mrs. A——'s Naval has been 
burnt, I hope the Doctor's own Belly is in 
abſolute eaſe and contentment, Now LI 
ſpeak. of thoſe Regions about the Abdomen, 
pray dear Gay conſult with him and Dr. 
Chene, to what exact pitch yours may be 
ſuffer d to ſwell, not to outgrow theirs, 
who are, yet, your Betters. Pray tell Dr. 
Arbuthnot that even Pigeon- pyes and Hogs- 
puddings are thought dangerous by our Go-. 
vernors; for thoſe which have been ſent to 
the Biſhopof Rocheſter, arc open'd and pro- 
phanely pry'd into at the Tower - "Tis the 


firſt. time dead Pigeons have been ſuſpect- 


ed of carrying Intelligence. To be ſerious, 
you, and Mr. Congreve (nay and the Doctor 
if he has not dined) will be ſenſible of my 
concern aud ſurprize at the commitment of 
that Gentleman, whoſe welfare is as much 
my concern as any Friend's L have. I think 
my ſelf a moſt unfortunate wretch : I no 
ſooner love, and, upon knowledge fix my. 
efteem to any man; but he either dies 
like Mr.Crages, or is ſent to Impriſonment 
like the Biſhop. God ſend him as well as 
 I''wiſh him, manifeſt him to be as Inno- 

cent as I believe him, and make all his 

Enemies know him as well as I do, that 


. 


4 
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they may loe him and think of hin as. ; 


vel! 
If you apprehend this Period to hg 'of 


any danger in being addreſs d to you 3 tell 
Mr. Congreve or the Doctor, it is writ © 


them. Lam FT 
Tour, LO 55 8 4 
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WAS very much pleas d, not to ſay 
oblig'd, by your kind letter, which. 
ſufficientiy warm'd my heart to have an- 
ſwer' d it ſooner,” had I not been deceiv'd. 
(a way one is often deceiv'd) by hear | 
to women ; who told me that both Lady, . 
Burlington and yourſelf were immediately 
to return from Tunbridge, and that my Lord 
was gone to bring you back, The world- 
furniſhes us with too many examples of 
[what you complain of in yours, and I aſ- 
are you, none of em touch and grieve me 
ſo much as what relates to-you. I think. 
your. Sentiments upon it, are the very ſame 
1 ſhould entertain: I wiſh. thoſe we call 
Great Men had the ſame Notions, but they 
are really the moſt little Creatures in the 
world; and the moſt intereſted, in all but 
one Point; ; which = that they want judg- 
ment 


 x080 DBT DER of il. 


ment fo know their N Intereſt, to 
encourage and chuſe oneſt men for their 
Friends. 


I haye not once ſeen the Perſon you 
complain of, whom I have of late thought 
to be, as the Apoſtle ere one 4 
wirt hit Mife. 6 | X 
Pray make my ſincere compliments to 
Lord Burlington, whom I have long known 
| to have more Mind to be a'Good and ho- 
* e oy oe eee 5 


L have not forgot yours to Lord Ba. 
Sroks, (tho' I hope to have ſpeedily a 
ler opportunity) he returns for Flanders and 

France, next month, © 

Mrs. Howard has writ you fomething ar 

other i in a letter which ſhe ſays ſhe repents. 

Ihe has as much Good nature as if ſhe had 

never ſeen any Ill nature, and had been bred 

among Lambs and Turtle-doves, inſtead of 

Ras a and Court- Ladies. 

y the end of this week, Forteſtue will 
| p a few days with me. We ſhall ze- 
member you in our Potations, and wiſn you 

a Fiſher with us, on my Grak:plat, In the 

mean time we wiſh you Succeſs as a Fiſher | 

of Women, at the Wells, a Rejoycer of the 

Comſortleſs and Widow, an ——— of 

the Barren, and. omg ante the Maiden. 

Tan 3 N As 
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a Kr, * ; 
1 Faithfully affure. yoo. ** le mat of 

that melancholy with which I have 
been ſo long encompaſſed, in an hourly Ex- 


pectation almoſt of my Mother's death; 


there was no circumſtance that render d ir 
more inſupportable to me, than that I could 
not leave her to ſee you. Your own pre- 
ſent Eſcape from ſo imminent danger, I 
pray God may prove leſs precarious than 
my poor Mother's can be; whoſe Life at 
her age can at beſt be but a | ſhort Reprieve, 
or a longer D ing; Bur I fear, even that 
is more than God will pleaſe to grant me; 
for, theſe. two days paſt, her 8 dangerous 
Symptoms are returned upon her; and 
unleſs there be a ſudden change, I muſt in 
a few Days, if not in a few Hours, be de- 
prived of her. In the afflicting Proſpect be- 
{fore me, I know nothing that can ſo much 
alleviate it as the View now given me 
(Heaven grant it may encreaſe) of your 
recovery. In the ſincerity of my heart, I 
am exceſſively concerned, not to be able to 
pay you, dear Gay, any part of the debt I 
very gratefully remember I owe you, on a 
lke fad occaſion, when you was here com- 


forting me in ber laſt great Ulnefs, May your 
kf "RP 
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health augment as faft as I fear it pleaſes - 
"God hers muſt decline: I believe that — 
be very faſt——may the Life that is added 
to 85 be paſt in good fortune and tran- 
Bil py rather of your own giving to your 

an from any Expectations or Truſt 
in ms May you and I live together, 
without wiſhing more ſelicity or acquiſi- 
tions than Friendſhip can give and receive 
without obligations to Greatneſs —— God 
keep you, and three or four more of thoſe = 
1 have known as long, that I may have 
ſomething worth the ſurviving my Mother. 
Adieu, dear Gay, and believe me (while 
a live * while I live) 


* Des, Re. 


5 x bold) you'k in i my laft letter, I TROY 

It in this: Do not think of writing to me. 
The Doctor, Mrs. Howard, and Mrs. Blount, 
give me daily accounts of you. 


RAM TH ($445 24 1. 
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I Truly rejoyced to ſee 18 hand-wxi- 
ting, . tho' I fear'd the trouble it might 
give you. I wiſh I had not known that you 
are full 7 e weak. Every day par 

a Week 


- 


* 
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a\ week paſt I had hopes of being able in 4 
day ot two more to ſee you. But my 


poor Mother advances not at all, gains no 
rength, and ſeems but upon the whole to 
Wait for the next cold day to throw her into 
2 Diarrhea that muſt, if it return, carry her 
off. This being greatly to be fear d, makes 
me not dare to go a day from her, left 
that ſhould prove to be her laſt. God: ſend 
you a ſpeedy recovery, and ſuch a total one 
/as at your time of Life may be expected. 
Lou need not call the few Words [ writ to 
you either kind, or good; That was, and 
13 nothing. But whatever I have in my 
Nature of Kindneſs, I really have for you, 
and whatever Good I could do, 1 od 
among the very firſt be glad to do to you. 
In your circumſtance the old Roman FT 
Welbt is TIO Vive ! memor noſtys. 


Tor, Ke. 18 


3 - TS ue very kind letter of Mir. Dig- 
EN 5 between whom a ht me two letters have | 


3 


* cern I ry for you; 1 alle you it 
| 22 Was 
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was not, and ig not leſſen d, by the imme- 
diate apprehenſion I have now every day 
lain under of loſing my Mother. Be ai- 
ſur'd, wig, leſs than that, ſhould have 
kept me one day from attending your con- 
dition: I would come and take a room by 
you at Hampſtead, to be with you daily, 
were ſhe {till not in danger of death. I have 
conſtantly had particular accounts of you 
from the Doctor, which have not ceas d 
do alarm me yet. God preſerve. your life, 
and reſtore your health. I really beg it 
for my own fake, for I feel I love you 
more than I thought, in health, tho I 
always loy'd you a great deal. If I am fo 
unfortunate as to bury my poor Mother, 
and yet have the good fortune to have my 
prayers heard for you, I hope we may live 
moſt of our remaining days together, If, 
as I believe, the air of a better clime as the 
Southern part of France may be thought 
: Uſeful for your recovery, thither L would go 
with you infallibly; and it is very proba- 
ble we might get the Dean with us, Who is 
in that abandon'd ſtate already in Which I 


- ſhall ſhortly be, as to other Cares and Du- 


ties. Dear Gay, be as chearful as your Suf- 
ferings will permit: God is a better friend 
than a Court: Even any honeſt man is a 
better. I promiſe. you my entire frindſhip 
ol 6. e e 


* 
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Dear Sir, 75 Wa, +64, Nog 4. SUL Kun RE: 
Ja glad to hear of 8 of 
your recovery, and the oſtner I hear it 

the 5 when it becomes eaſy to you to 
give it me. I ſo well remembęr the Con- 
ſolation you were to me in my Mother's 
former IIlneſs, that it doubles my Concern 
at this time not to be able to be with you, 
or you able to be with me. Had I loſt hex, 
1 wou'd have been no where elſe but-with 
-you during your confinement. . I Have no 
aft five weeks without once going from 

t ome,” and without any company but for 
three or four of the days Friends rar 
ſtretch their / kindneſs ſo far as ten miles, 
My Lord Bolingbroke and Mr. Bethel have 
not forgotten to viſit me: the reſt (except 
Mrs. Hlount once) were contented to ſend 
meſſages. I never paſs d ſo melancholy 2 

- time, and now Mr. Congreve's death touches 
me nearly. It is twenty years that I have 
known him. Every year carries away Toy 
thing 


* (E en 


thing dear with it, till we outlive all tew⸗ 

derneſſes, and become wretched Individu- 

als again as we. begun. Adieu! This is 

e and chis f is my, om on apa 
Motil 2 


With ** Days if if 66 give nothing new, | 


But, like a Sie eu ae: > . 
Some Foy ſtill loſt as each vain Lear runs o , 
And all we ain, ſome ſad R ion more! 
'I« this a brrth-aay 75 'Fis alas. tau clear, 
Tiaburebe Fanoral 5 cn Tok r. 
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rect, nam, , July 21. 


Des, „ 
X o have 9 foil ſhote i my * 
1 mory that good things generally have; 
T always-know (whenever I refleck) "Thar 
Jo mould be in my mind; only F reflect 
ſeldom. However, you ought. to al- 
low me the Indulgence 1 allo alt wy 
Friends, (and if I did not, They would 
take it) in conſideration that they have other 
avocations; which may prevent the Proofs ' 
of their remembring me, tho they preſerye 
for me all the friendſhip, and good' will, 
which 1 deſerve from them. In like man- 
ner — you, that my paſt ** 


* 


* 
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of twenty "years may y be Ec againſt the 
omiſſion: of er: thre one month: And if 
you complain of this to any other, tis you 
are in the ſpleen, and not I in the wrong. 
If you think this letter ſplenatick, conſider 
1 — juſt. receiv d the news of the death 
of a Friend, whom I efteem'd almoſt as 
: " years as you; poor Fenton. He died 
1 a e, of. Indolency and Inactivi- 
t it not be your fate, but uſe Exer- 
de. I hope the Dutcheſs will take care of 
you in this reſpect, and either make you gal- 
after her, or teize you enough at home 
to ſerve inſtead of Exerciſe abroad. Mrs. 
Howard is ſo 5 about you, ds ſo 
at me for not writing to 

3 Blount ſor not ne — 
I am piqu'd with Jealouſy and 23 at 
you, and hate you as much as if you had 
a great Place at Court; which you | will 
confeſs a E Cauſe of Envy and Ha- 
tred, in oet- militant, or ùnpenſion d. 
But to 81 matters even, I own I loye you; 
and er an: 061 PF" . ing 2 L 

ever r mall be, 
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15 AVE W years ifs hire in 
my on mind, and Sect to” you, © 
inth Beatitude, added to the eight in the 
ripture; Bleſſedis hewhoexpetts Tee 
f or 5 ſball Fe be diſappointed. I cou 
nd in my heart to congratulate” you 'of 
this 11550 Diſmiſſion from all Court-Des 
Ber an I dare fay I ſhall find you th 
tter and the honeſter Man for it, many 
years hence; very probable the healthfu 
Je, and the chearfuller into the bargain: 
You are | happily rid of many curſed cere- 
monies, as well as of many ill, and vici- 
ous habits, of which few or no men eſcape 
the Infection, who are hackney'd and tra- 
melled in the ways of a Court. Princes in- 
deed, and Peers (the Lackies of Princes) and 
Ladies (the Fools of Peers) will ſmile on you | 
the leſs; but men of Worth, and real Friends, 
will look on you the better. There is a thing 
the only thing which Kings and Queens 
cannot give you (for they have it not to 
give) Liberty, which is worth all they have, 
and which, as yet, I hope En lifhmen nec 
not ask from their hands. You Will enyo\ 
D and 2 own Integrity, and the ſa- 
22 ” risfatory 


_ 


| * 
u, PoE A N & Ax. 
AAo; Conſciouſmeſs of having er 
rited gh Graces from them, as they be- 
frow only on the mean, ſervile, flattering, 
intereſted, and undeſerving. The only Reps 
to their favour are ſuch complacencies, ſu 

mpliances, {ach diſtant decorums, as de- 
e them in their Vanities, or engage the. 
in their, Palſions. He is their Great 
fayourite,. Who is their Fulſeſt and whet 
Ur be by ſuch vile Gradations, arrives 

e height of Grandeur and Power, he is 


Le 


Wh 1 Id 5. not want a in Ye 
Kits you ſent by my Lord Grantham.” . 
preſume you writ it not, without: And you 
oi'd. not have better, if I gueſs right at 
the petfon who agreed to your doing it, in 
relpect to any Decency you ought to ob- 
Frag for I take that perſon to be a perfect 


* at n Fg inac 90 0 75 to be 


üdge of Decencies and Forms. 1 am not 
Nea feats even on that perſon” $ account; 
Fthink' it a bad omen: but what have I tg 
0 e Page ? TIRE ay adieu. 
can only add a plain, uncourtly Speech; 
While 700 BA no body” 's Seryant, 9 
any one's Friend; and as ſuch Lembracg 
you, in all conditions of life. While Lhavg 


« ſhalling, you ſhall have ſix-pence, nay cights 
U Pence, 


p 
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pence,.if I can contriye to live upon a groaty 
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Tf my. friendſhip; were as effactual as it is 
people who would be vaſtly ad vantag d and 
ennch by it. Lever honour'd thoſe Popyy 
who were moſt famous for Nepotiſm, ?tis 
a gf that the old fellows loved ſomebody, 
Which is not uſual in ſuch advanced years. 
And I now honour Sir Robert Walpole, for 
his extenſive, Bounty and Goodneſs to his 
Private Friends and Relations. Put it vexcs 
me to the heart when I reflect, that my 
friendſhip is ſo much leſs - effeQual than 
theirs ; nay ſo utterly uſeleſs: that it can- 
not give you any thing, not even a Dinner, 
at this diſtance, nor help the General Whom 
T greatly love, to catch one fiſh...» My on- 
iy: conſolation is to think you happier than 
myſelf, and to begin to envy. you, which 
is next to hating (and excellent remedy for 
Love.) Hoy comes it that Providence has 
been ſo unkind to me, (who am a greater 
object of compaſſion than any fat man alive) 
that I am forc d to drink wine, While 0 

emen 
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riot in water, prepared with otanges by We 
hand of the Ducheſs of "Dutepsberry ? 
that T am condemn'd to live on a high; , | 
ſide, like an old Patriarch, receiving all 

Gueſts, where my Portico (as Virgil has it) 


Mane ſalutantum zotis vomit ædibus uudam, 


while you are wrapt into the Idalian Groves, 
2 with Roſe- water, and live in Pu | 
rage, Balm and Burnet up to the chi 
with the Dutcheſs of Qpeensberry ? that T 
am doom d to the drudgery of dining ar 
Court with the Ladies in Waiting at ind 
while you are happily baniſh's with the 
5 05 cheſs re So partial is Fort- 
tune in her diſpenſations! for I deſer vd ten 
times more to be baniſh'd than you, ,and' 1 
know ſome Ladies who merit it better than 
even her Grace. After this 1 muſt not 
name any, who dare do ſo much for you as 
to ſend you their Services: But one there 
is, who exhorts me often to write to you, 
Iſuppoſe to prevent or excuſe her not do- 
ing it herſelf; ſhe ſeems (for that is all I'll 
for 4 Cour to with, you mi 
ol, Another e no Center fe =p 
1y mentions you, and does certainly, with 
5. elt fry, after ua; they. both do | 
ths + Ji 4, Aged 
(FH Wiites Mr. Porteſcue and told himt 
1 Ane on took to ſce him. Dr. A. for all 
1 vo - that 
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tbat 1 "molly may yet remember you. and 
me, but I never hear of it. The Dean is 
well; I have had many accounts of him 
Kom 4 Evidence; but — Letters 
theſe four words in both whigh you are 
mentioned kindly : He is in the North of 
LJreland, doing know: not what, with I 
Know not Whom. Cleland always ſpeaks of 
Wir he is at Tunbridge, wandering at the 
uperior Carry KOTACIEY: ofthe Pr. Be e plays 
znaw with: the: old Dutcheſs of M-— —, nay 
Adines with her, after. ſhe, has won. all 
His money, Other News: know I not, but 
that .Counſellor; Bickford has hurt himſelf, 
and las. the ſtrangeſt walking-ſtaff I ever 
Jaw. He intends ſpeedily. to make you a 
ſit at Amesbury., I am my Lord Duke's, 


MN Lady Dutcheſss, . Dormer's, Gene- 
Al Harmer = un at 6; + 3 1 . 0 
Nane Jour, Nc. a 
Ats "rm 129 . 225 E. Ait — S182 . 
2 e . N Ga. 
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1 4 Dear Sir, 218. 1s 2 15 '2 N f | 
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Speech, that think of vou daily; 1 


"7 Ortner indeed than is conſiſtent with 
"the character of a reaſonable man; hag 


Tather, to make himſelf . caly,, with 
"things ar ag men a * about. him, than 


- uncaty 


Din * 
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uneaſy witk thoſe Mhich are Hot. Al | 
you, whoſe Abſence is in a manner perpe- 
tual to me, ought rather to be nter 
as a good 0g gonrs than breathed after s 
one living}. Tou are taken from us here, 
to be laid up in a more bleſſed ſtate with 
ts of a higher kind: Such I reckon 
his Grace and her Grace, ſince their Ba- 
niſhment from an earthly Court to an hea- 
venly one, in each other and their friends; 
for I conclude none but true friends will 
Honſort or aſſociate with them afterwards. 
I can't but look upon my ſelf (fo unwor- 
e man of Tuitnam ſcenis, to be 
K d with ſuch 1 2 S 
sas you) as à ſepara it too 
; Kring. and courtly F But I 
own, not altogether o diveſted of terrene 
Matter, nor altogether ſo ſpiritualized; as 
to be. worthy. of admiſſion to your Depths 
etirement and Contentment. I am 
tugg d back to the world and its regards 
90 often z and no wonder, When my * 
treat is but ten miles from the Capital. 
am within Ear- not of Reports within, th 
Vortex of Lyes and Cenſures. I. hear 
Pmetimes of the Lampooners of Beau- 
ty, the Calumniators of Virtue, the Jokers 
at Reaſon and Religion. I preſume theſe 
are creatures and things as unknown to you, 
n "ey * of this Are G Orb are to the inhabi- 
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tants of the Planet Jupiter. Ereept a fe 
fervant Jou on the Wings of 
the Poſt, from two or three of your zca- 
us Votaries at this diſtance; as one Mrs. 
Howard,' who lifts up her Heatt' now a 
then to you, from the midſt of the 64% 
vits and Sink of human Grbatneſs at N. 
One Mrs. B. that fancies you indy Tee 
ber her while you liv'd in "your mortal ant 
too tranſitory” State at Peter ſbam. One 
Lord B. who admir d the Dutcheſs” defore 
mne grew quite à Goddeſs; and 2 
Others Ty were nog? 0 SED 
To deſcend" now-to ll you 1 
our Wants, our Complaints, and 1 
ſeries: here; I muſt i Kea ay, the als 
of any one good Woman is too great to 
18 eaſily ; and poor Mts. Rollin ron oh 670 
a private woman, Was ſuch. Her | 
is gone into Obefordſbire very welehe, 
and thence to the Bath, to live on c of ſit 5 
is our Fate, and Duty. Adieu. Write "fo 
me a8 often as yo will, and (to encourage 
a) Iwill e e ae riot. 
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AK fone Bing Ute tha Sit Mid Seen 

ſon, withdrawing from the orld, 

meaning it e d. and e 
ine ene ye can, ain. 

the Clouds of a long Winter l | Fran 


candle for a- better 
Sue; and more ſerviceable Companion, 
My Friend may remember my brighter 
mA but will think (like the 1ri/hman} that 
008 is a better thing when once I am 
85 1 don't fay this with an alluſion wo 
my Poetical Capacity as a Son of Apollo; 
but in my Compapionable one, 025 ou 
ſuffer, me to uſe à phraſe of the Earl of 
Clarendon's : For I ſhall fee or be ſten of 
few of you, this Winter. I Am grown too 
fn to do any good, or 60 give any plea- 
| I not only, - as. Dons Ry 74 
2 my notes decay as a Foet, but feel my 
Spirits flag as a Companion, "and ſhall re- 
turn again, to Where I firſt began, my 
Books. I have been putting my Library 
in order, and enlarging the Chimney in it, 
with equal intention to warm my Mind 
and Body (if I can) to ſome Life. A Friend, 


(a 


(a Woman-friend, God help me !) with 
whom T have ſpent three'or four hours a day 
theſe fifteen-Years, adviſed me to paſs more 
time in my ſtudies: I reflected, ſhe muſt 
haye found ſome Reaſon for this admonir 
tion, and concluded ſhe wou'd; compleat. a 
her Kindneſſes to me by returning. me 
the Employment I am fitteſt for ;, Conyers 
farion With the dead, the old, and the 
Judge therefore if 1 might not treat 
1 as, a Beatify'd Spirit, comparing your 
ife with my ſtupid ſtate, For as to my 
living at Windſor with Ladies, Sc. it is al 
a dream; I was there but two nights, ar 
all the day out of that company. I ſhall 
certainly make as little Court to others, as 
they do to me; and that will be none at 
all. My Fair- Weather Friends of the Sum- 
mer are going away for London, and I ſhall 
ſe Them and the Butterflies together, if 
J live till next Year ; which I would not 
deſire to do, if it were only for their ſakes. 
But we that are Writers, ought to loye Po- 
ſterity, that Poſterity may love us; and I 
would 2 lingly live to ſee 2s Children of 
the prelent Race, meerly in hope they ma 
be a little wiſer than their Ne oe 
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. ene at 5 Cschplamts occa- 
fon d by a late Epiſtle to the Earl of 
arlington ; and 1 foo be afflicted were 
there the leaſt juſt Ground for em. Had 
the Writer attack d Vice, at a Time when 
it is not only tolerated but triumphant, 
and ſa far from being conceabd as a De- 
feet, that it is proclaimed with Oſtenta- 
tion as a Merit; I ſhould have been ap- 
prehenſive of the Conſe quence: Had he 
ſatirized Gameſters of a hupdred thou- 
and pounds Fortune, of + Hop ſuch Me- 
thods as are in daily practice, and almoſt 
univerſally encouraged : Had he overwarm- 
ly defended the Religion of . bis Country, a- 
gainſt ſuch Books as come from every Preſs, 
are publickly vended in every Shop, and 
greedily bought by almoſt every Rank of 
Men; or had he called our excellent Weekly: 
Writers by the ſame Names which they o- 
penly beſtow on the greateſt Men in the Mi- 
niſtry, and out of the Miniſtry, for which, 
ey are all 3 and molt rewarded:? 
| In 
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In any of theſe Caſes, indeed, I might have 
Judged him too preſumptuous, and perhaps 
have trembled for his Raſhneſs. 

I could not but hope better for this ſmall 
and modeſt Epiſtle, which attacks 10 one 
Vite whatſoever ; which deals only in Folly, 
and not Folly in general, but a ſingle Spe- 
cies of it; that only Branch, for the op 
ſite Excellency to which, the Noble Lord to 
whom it is written muſt neceſſarily be cele- 
brated. I fancied it might eſcape Cenſure, 
eſpecially ſeeing how tenderly theſe Follies 
are treated, and really leſs accuſed, than 
Apologized for. 


1 Yet bence the Poor are cloath'd, the y fed, 
Health to himſelf, and to bis Infants Bread 
The Lab' rer bears, 


Is this ſuch a Crime, that to impure it to a 
Man muſt be a grievous Offence ? Tis an 
Innocent Folly, and much more Beneficent 
than the Want of it; for I Tafte employs 
more hands, and diffuſes Expence more 
than a Good one. Is it a Moral Defect? No, 
It is but a Natural one; a Want of Taſte. 
It is what the beſt good Man living may be 
liable to: The worthieſt Peer may live ex- 
emplarily in an ill-favour d Houſe, and the 
beſt reputed Citizen be pleaſed with a vile 
Garden. I thought (I ſay) the Author 3 

the 
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the common Liberty to obſerve a Defect, 
and to compliment a Friend for a Quality 
that diſtinguiſhes him: which I know not 
how any Quality ſhould do, if we were not 
to remark that it was wanting in others. 

But they ſay the Satire is Perſonal. I 
thought it could not be ſo, becauſe all its 
Reflexions are on Things. His Reflexions are 
not on the Man, but his Houſe, Garden, 
&c. Nay, he reſpects (as one may ſay) the 


Per/ons of the Gladiator, Amphitheatre, the 


Nile, and the Triton ; He is only ſorry. to 


ſee them (as he might be to ſee any of his 


Friends) ridiculous, by being in the wrong 
Place, and in bad Company. Some fancy, 
that to ſay a Thing is Per ſonal, is the ſame as 
to ſay it is Injuſt, not conſidering, that no- 
thing can be Juſt that is not Perſonal. I am 
afraid that « all ſuch Writings and Diſcourſes 
cc as fouch no Man, will mend no Man.” The 


Good Natured, indeed, are apt to be alarm- 


ed at any thing like Satire; and the Guilty 
readily concur with the Wea for a plain 
Reaſon, becauſe the Vicious look upon Fol- 
ly as their Frontier: e 
— Fam proximus ardet 
Ucalegon — | 


No wonder thoſe who know Ridicule be- 
longs to them, find an inward Conſolation 
| | > : 2 | in 
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in removing it from themſelves as far as they 
can; and it is never ſo far, as when they 
can get it fixed on the G Characters. No 
wonder thoſe who are Food for Satiriſts 
ſhould rail at them as Creatures of Prey; 
every Beaſt born for our . would be ready 
x0 call a Man ſo. 

I know no Remedy, As bp in our 
Age would as little frequent the Theatres, as 
they begin to do the Churches; unleſs Co- 
-medy were forſaken, Satire ſilent, and every 
man left ro do what ſeems good in his own 
Eyes, as if there were no King, no Prieſt, 
no Poet, in 1/rael. | 

Bur I find myſelf obliged to rauch a Wakes, 
on which I muſt be more ſerious; it well 
deſerves I ſhould : I mean the malicious Ap- 
-plication of the Character of Timon, which 
I will boldly ſay, they would impute to the 
Perſon the moſt different in the World from 
a Man- hater, and the Perſon whoſe Taſte and 


Encouragement of Mit have often been ſhewn 


in the Fighteſt Place. The Author of chat 
Epiſtle muſt certainly think ſo, if he has the 
ſame Opinion of his own Merit as Authors 
generally have; for he has been favoured by 
this very Perſon. 
V hy, in God's Name, muſt a Portrait, 
apparently collected from twenty different 
Men, be apply'd to one only ? Has it his 

Eye? No, it is very unlike, Has it his Ne/e 
or 
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or Mouth? No, they are torally differing. 
What then, I beſeech you? Why, it has the 
Mole on his Chin, Very well; but muſt the 
Picture therefore be his, and has no other 
man that Blemin ; 

Could there be a more melagchoby In- 
Nance how much the Taſte of the Publick is 
vitiated, and turns the moſt falutary and ſea- 
ſonable Phyſick into Poiſon, than if amidſt 
the Blaze of a thouſand bright Qualities in a 
Great Man, they ſhould only remark there is 
a Shadow about him, as what Eminence is 
without? I am confident the Author was 
incapable of imputing any ſuch to One, 
whoſe whole Life (to uſe his own Expreſſion 
in Print of him) is 4 continued Ng of good 

and generous Actions. 
I know no man who would be 1 more con- 
; cerned, if he gave the leaſt Pain or Offence 
to any innocent perſon; and none who would 
| be leſs concerned, if the Satire were challenged 
by any one at whom he would really aim 
it. If ever that happens, I dare engage he 
will own it, with all the Freedom of one 


whoſe Cenfures are juff, and who ſets his 
ww + OG to them, 


oo LET TEA of, 
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To the Earl of Burlington. 
March 7, 1731. 
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HE Clamour rais d about my Epiſtle 
| to you, could not give me ſo much 
pain, as I receiv'd pleaſure in ſeeing the 
general Zeal of the world in the cauſe 
of a great Man who is Beneficent, and the 
particular Warmth of your Lordſhip in that 
of a private Man who is innocent; 

It was not the Poem that deſerv'd this 
from you; for as I had the Honour-to be 
your Friend, 1 cou'd not treat you quite like 
a Poet: but ſure the Mriter deſerv'd more 
Candor, even from thoſe who knew him 
not, than to promote a Report, which in re- 
gard to that Noble Perſon was Impertinent ; . 
m regard to me, Villainous. Vet I had no 
great cauſe to wonder, that a Character be- 
longing to twenty ſhou'd be applied to one; 
ſince, by that means, nineteen wou d eſcape 
the Ridicule. 

I was too well content with my Know- 
ledge of that Noble Perſon's Opinion in this 
Affair, to trouble the publick about it. But 
ſince 
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ſince Malice and Miſtake are ſo long a dy- 
ing, I have taken the opportunity of a third 
Edition to declare His Belef, not only of My 
Innocence, but of Their Malignity, of the for- 
mer of which my own Heart is as conſci- 
ous, as I fear ſome of theirs muſt be of the 
latter. His Humanity feels a Concern for 
the Injury done to Me, while His Greatneſs 
of Mind can bear with Indifference the In- 
ſult offer'd ro Himſelf. *_ 

However, my Lord, I own, that Critics of | 
bis Sort can intimidate me, nay half incline 
me to write no more: That wou d be making 
the Town a Compliment which I] think ir 
deſerves; and which ſome, I am ſure, wou'd 
take very kindly, This way of Satire is dan- 
gerous, as long as Slander rais'd by Fools of 
the loweſt Rank can find any countenance 
from thoſe of a Higher. Even from the 
Conduct ſhewn on this occaſion, I have 
learnt there are ſome who wou'd rather be 
wicked than ridiculous; and therefore it maybe 
| ſafer to attack Vices than Follies. I will there- 
fore leave my Betters in the quiet Poſſeſſion 
of their Idols, their Groves, and their Higb- 
Places; and change my Subject from their 


* Alludes to the Letter the Duke of C wrote to Mr. 
Pope on this occaſion, a Copy of which, together with Mr. 
Pope's to his Grace, we hope to procure for the next Vo- 


lume. | 
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Pride to their Meanneſ;, from their Vanities 


to their Miſeries: And as the only certain 
way to avoid Miſconſtructions, to leſſen Of- 
fence, and not to multiply illnatur d Appli- 


cations, I may probably, in my next, make 
uſe of Real Names and not of Fictitious 


Ones. FT 
Tam, my Lord, 
_ Faithful, 
Aﬀettionate Servant, 
A. Po p E. 


— 


Dr. Ax BUT HNO T 70 Mr. Pop x. 


Hampſtead, ful 19, 1734. 
Dear Sir, 
Little doubt of your kind Concern for 
me, nor of that of the Lady you men- 
tion. I have nothing to repay my Friends 
with at preſent, but prayers and good 
wiſhes. I have the ſatisfaction to find that 
I am as officiouſly ferv'd by my Friends, as 
he that has thouſands to leave in Legacies ; 
beſides the Aſſurance of their Sincerity. 


+ This he did in his next Piece, which was the Epiſtle to 
God 


the Lord Bathurſt of the uſe of Riches. 
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God. Almighty has made my bodily diſtreſs _ 
as eaſy as'a thing of that nature can be: 
I havefound-ſome relief, at leaſt ſometimes, 


from the Air.of this Place. My Nights % 


bad, but many poor Creatures have worſe. 

As for you, my good Friend, I think ſince 
our firſt acquaintance there FOR not been 
any of thoſe little . ee or Jealouſies 
that often affect the ſincereſt Friendſhips ; 
I am ſure not on my fide. I muſt be ſo 
fincere as ta own, that tho'I could not help 
valuing you for thoſe Talents which the 
World prizes, yet they were not the Foun- 
dation of my Friendſhip : They were quite 
of another ſort; nor ſhall I at preſent offend 
you by enumerating them: And I make ir 
my Laſt Requeſt, that you continue that no- 
ble Diſdain and Abhorrence of Vice, which 
you ſeem naturally endu'd with, bur ſtill with 
a due regard to your own Safety ; and ſtu- 
dy more to reform than chaſtiſe, tho“ 
the one often cannot be effected wirhout 
the other. 

Lord Bathurſt J have always honour'd for 
every good Quality, that a Perſon of his 
Rank ought to have: Pray give my Reſpects 
and kindeſt Wiſhes to the Farnily. My Ve- 
niſon Stomach is gone, but I have thoſe a- 
bout me, and often with me, who will 
be very glad of his * If it is left 

at 
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at my houſe it will be tranſmitted fafe to 
A Recovery in my Caſe, and at my Age, is 
impoſſible ; the kindeſt Wiſh of my Friends 


is Euthanaſia, Living or dying, I ſhall al- 
ways be 
Your moft faithful Friend, 
And humble Servant, 


Jo. ARBUTHNOT. 


FINIS, 


